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Highlights

Courts and judges

*In 1998, there were 208 statewide
general and limited jurisdiction trial
court systems in the United States,
the District of Columbia, and Puerto
Rico. About 9,065 full time authorized
judges served in the 71 statewide trial
court systems of general jurisdiction
alone (table 3).

*In 1998, there were 132 courts of
appeal, including the U.S. Supreme
Court and U.S. Courts of Appeal. The
combined full-time Federal and State
appellate bench in 1998 had a
reported 1,474 members. About 75%
or 1,108 appellate judges served on
intermediate appellate courts (table
2).

Judicial selection and service

» General jurisdiction trial judges were
selected through non-partisan elec-
tions in 18 and through partisan
elections in 10 of the 50 States in
1998. In 15 States, general juris-
diction trial court judges were selected
by gubernatorial appointment and in 3
States by appointment by State legi-
slatures. The remaining States varied
in their method of selection (table 7).

» General jurisdiction trial court judges
must possess a law degree in all but 2
States — Maine and Massachusetts
(table 8).

» Twenty one (42%) of the 50 States
selected their appellate judges
through a gubernatorial appointment
and 3 by legislative appointment in
1998. An additional 14 States used
non-partisan elections, 8 partisan
elections and 4 retention elections
(table 4).

« Initial/pre-bench education for
general jurisdiction judges was
required in 30 States (including Puerto
Rico), for limited jurisdiction judges in
31 States, and in 9 States for appel-
late judges. Continuing education for
general jurisdiction judges was re-
quired in 44 States, for limited
jurisdiction judges in 42 States, and in

38 States for appellate judges (table
10).

» By 1998, 18 States, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico had formal
provisions for an ongoing evaluation
of judicial performance (table 11).

« All States had judicial conduct
organizations which investigated
complaints against members of the
judiciary. Most of these organizations
were composed of about 5 to 15
members including judges, lawyers
and ordinary citizens (table 12).

The judicial branch

* Every State has a judicial branch
which is headed by the court of last
resort in 13 States, the Chief Justice
of the court of last resort in 36 States,
and in one State, Utah, the Judicial
Council. In the majority of States (33),
the head of the judicial branch is
established by the State Constitution.
In the remaining States, authority is
established either by State statue or
some combination of both (table 13).

*In 1998, 20 States had a
compensation commission that
examined and reported on the
salaries of judges. Fourteen of these
commissions had broader mandates,
also examining and reporting on non-
judicial public officials. Six States by
1998 has created commissions
specifically for judicial compensation
review (table 16).

* In most States the Administrative
Office of the Courts prepared the
judicial branch budget (33 States, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico),
generally followed by a review of the
budget submissions by the State’s
Court of Last Resort. In most States,
the judicial branch budget is either
included in a general appropriation bill
or included in one of several bills.
Only in 14 States is it filed as a
separate appropriation bill.

» On average in 1998, judicial budgets
accounted for about 1.5% of State
budget appropriations, ranging from

0.1% in Washington to 3.6% in
Oregon (table 17).

* In more than 8 in 10 statewide trial
courts of general jurisdiction during
1998, judicial salaries were funded
totally by State sources. By contrast,
in just under half of Statewide trial
courts of limited jurisdiction, judicial
salaries were funded totally by State
sources, about one third by local
sources, and the remaining by either
county funding sources or some
combination of the three (table 18).

State appellate court systems

* The courts of last resort in the State
appellate systems ranged in size from
5to 9 judges in 1998. A majority of
State courts of last resort had 7
members, including the most
populous States, California and New
York. lowa, Mississippi, and
Washington had 9 Justices.

* A common State response to
increasing appeals is to create an
intermediate court of appeals. In
1998, 35 States had 1 intermediate
court of appeal (including Puerto
Rico), 5 States had 2, while 12 States
had no intermediate court of appeal
(including the District of Columbia).

 Appellate courts typically have an
appointed clerk of the court. Only in
the Supreme Court of Indiana and the
regional intermediate appellate courts
of Ohio are popular elections used to
select appellate court clerks (table
24).

* Appellate courts implement various
strategies to make the workload of
appellate courts more efficient.

Thirty seven States, by 1998, for
example, had some expedited briefing
procedures in their appellate court
systems (table 26). Eighteen States
had accelerated or special calendars
in some courts for specific case types
(table 27), and all but 12 States had
some limitation on oral arguments in
criminal and/or civil cases (table 28).
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Trial court clerks

* In 1998, there were over 7,500
clerks in state trial courts. Over half of
these clerks served in trial courts of
limited jurisdiction. Typically, trial
court clerks have the responsibility for
docketing cases, collecting court fees,
overseeing jury selection, and
maintaining all court records (table
31).

« Partisan elections were used to
select clerks of general jurisdiction
trial courts in 27 States and non-
partisan elections in an additional 4
States. General jurisdiction trial court
clerks were appointed in 19 States,
the District of Columbia, and Puerto
Rico. In the remaining States,
selection of these clerks varied (table
31).

Specialized courts

» There were 327 drug courts across
43 States, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico in 1998. The
majority of drug courts were
established between 1992 and 1996.
During 1998, drug courts were
established in Maine and Mississippi
(table 33).

» By 1998, all but 17 States had family
courts that served some number of
counties, districts, or were statewide.
These courts typically had jurisdiction
over domestic and marital matters
such as divorce, child custody and
support, and domestic violence (table
34).

* There are currently over 450 tribal
justice forums among the 556
Federally recognized tribes in the
United States. Sixteen States have
assumed mandatory or optional
jurisdiction over tribal lands, pursuant
to Public Law 280 (table 36).

Insanity defense
* A defense of insanity was allowed in

48 of the 50 States, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico in 1998.
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Only Idaho and Utah had no insanity
defense provision (table 38).

* When determining the defendant’s
capacity to stand trial, the majority of
States require a preponderance of
evidence — the burden of proof typical
in a civil trial. Ten States provide for a
bifurcated trial where the elements of
the crime are decided in one
proceeding and the determination of
insanity in a separate proceeding
(table 38).

* In most States, the defendant carries
the burden proof in an insanity
defense trial, while the plaintiff carries
this burden in 12 States (table 38).

*In 18 States in 1998, post trial
treatment was mandatory for all or
some defendants (table 38).

The jury

* In 1998, voter registration was the
most common source, though not the
only source, used by States to create
a master list of potential jurors. Other
sources included motor vehicle
registration, telephone directories, and
tax rolls (table 39).

* In most States, the minimum age to
serve on a jury was 18. The minimum
age in Missouri and Montana,
however, was 21 years of age. There
was some residency requirement to
serve on a jury in all States, and
literacy and/or language requirements
in all but 8 States (table 39).

* In 8 States employers were
responsible, at least partially, for
maintaining the salaries of employees
while on jury duty. Daily fees paid to
serving jurors ranged from $2.00 to
$50.00 in 1998 (table 40).

» Grand jury indictments for all felony
prosecutions were required in 14
States and in an additional 4 States
for capital and/or life imprisonment
cases. The size of grand juries
ranged from 6 members in Indiana to
23 members in Maryland and
Massachusetts (table 43).

The sentencing context

* In non-capital felony cases, original
sentences were set by a jury in 46
States, the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico, and by a judge in 6
States. The judge can alter the jury
sentence or recommendation in 4
States — Arkansas, Indiana, Kentucky
and Missouri (table 46).

« Of the 37 States with the death
penalty in capital felony cases during
1998, original sentences were set by
ajuryin 23 States, by a judge in 5
States, and by a judge with the
recommendation of the jury in 7
States. In Missouri and New Mexico
either a jury or a judge may impose a
sentence of death. In all States where
the sentence was set by a jury, the
decision must be unanimous. If the
jury cannot reach an agreement, life
without parole is available in 12
States. A judge can alter a jury
sentence of death in 12 States (table
46).

» Some type of intermediate sanctions
were available in all 50 States, the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
Intensive probation and/or work
release was available in 47 States
and Puerto Rico, house arrest and/or
electronic monitoring in 48 States and
the District of Columbia, and shock
incarceration in 30 States (table 47).

» By 1998, active sentencing
commissions had been established in
17 States. All but 1, South Carolina,
had sentencing guidelines. In most
States these guidelines were
mandatory with room for justified
deviations (table 48).

« In 1998 collateral consequences for
felony convictions were in place in all
States. In most States, a felony
conviction was associated with the
restriction of voting rights, parental
rights, public employment, jury duty
service, and firearm ownership (table
49).



INTRODUCTION: Purpose, format, and method of compilation
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

What is the purpose of the volume?

This volume, the fourth edition in a series, describes the
highly diverse world of the state courts as of July 1,
1998, while also providing some corresponding
information on the federal courts. Information distributed
across 50 tables details the main features of how courts
operate, ranging from the names of the various courts
established in each state to whether jury verdicts must
be unanimous to convict in criminal cases or to decide
on liability in civil matters. Such fundamental matters
vary from state to state, and between the state courts
and the federal system--there is no single, uniform court
system in the United States.

One reason, then, for compiling the State Court
Organization series (previous editions refer to court
organization in 1980, 1987, and 1993) is to provide
answers in a single volume to fundamental questions
about what each state’s court system looks like: How
many appellate and trial courts have been established?
What specific categories of cases does each court have
the jurisdiction to decide?

A second purpose for compiling State Court Organization
is to permit comparative examination of how courts are
organized. Information on how court administration and
procedure are organized assists states in effecting
change by identifying options and specific examples for
their consideration.

Most states have two appellate courts and at least two
trial courts, but differ in such basics as where jurisdiction
over juvenile cases is found and whether civil appeals
are heard as a matter of right or at the discretion of the
reviewing appellate court. The essential point is that
these matters are not standardized across the United
States. The federal system and individual states have
evolved, knocking against one another from time to time
in ways that lead to some shared tendencies, but no
uniformity. To a limited extent, the federal court system
offers a prototype that states can follow. This edition of
State Court Organization encourages and facilitates
examination of federal and state approaches to court
administration, procedures, and rules.

There is still much about state courts that continues to be
rooted in geographical areas within states, defined by
counties, townships, cities, or other forms of local
government. The more important points of variations
within states are noted, such as methods for judicial
selection, sometimes in the table proper but more often
through the use of footnotes in the tables.

A third purpose for this volume is to address noteworthy
features of statutes and policy that affect how the courts
function. In this edition, emphasis is placed upon the

sentencing context: the provisions of state constitutions,
statutes, and court rules that govern how sentences are
imposed and reviewed on appeal. This encompasses
options provided for sentencing. “What is the most
serious penalty other than the death penalty?” What
specific sentencing provisions exist for “habitual
offenders”? What is the array of intermediate sanctions
that judges (and in some states, juries) can impose?
Other features of the sentencing process considered
include the presence of sentencing guidelines, the
jurisdiction of each trial court to sentence felons, and the
manner in which sentences, once imposed, can be
reviewed. Parole or “good time” provisions that affect
sentence length are also outlined.

Another topic given emphasis is how the judicial branch
is governed. Who is the head of the judicial branch?
What official or institution formulates and submits the
budget for operating the courts? What items of trial court
expenditure are funded by the state and which are
financed either by local government or from court fees?
What is the rule-making authority of state courts of last
resort? What use is made of judicial councils and
conferences in setting policy for the courts? At the level
of individual trial courts is the clerk of court, an
independently elected official or an appointee of the
bench? What is the formal relationship between the
clerk of court and the trial court administrator? What is
the authority of presiding or administrative judges? The
advent of professional trial court managers--
administrators, clerks, and judges who view much of
their role as managerial--is one of the more significant
waves of change that buffeted the nation’s courts in
recent decades. The governance of the judicial branch
is becoming a more substantial undertaking that merits
close description.

Yet another emphasis is on the jury. The role of the
grand jury has generally diminished in the initiation of
felony court cases, but the institution retains
considerable significance in some states. Trial court
juries retain their importance in both civil and criminal
matters, but juries have changed in how they are
selected and in their size and verdict rules. Does a jury
need to be unanimous, or can a verdict be returned by a
majority of the jurors? A 12-person jury required to
reach a unanimous verdict is no longer typical. The U.S.
Supreme Court, in a series of opinions during the 1960s,
relaxed requirements that verdicts be unanimous and
rendered by 12-person juries. Today, there is marked
variation among states and also, within many states by
the type of case (felony versus misdemeanor, for
example). The main dynamic today is in efforts to
enhance the representativeness of jury pools and ease
the burdens associated with jury service. This is
reflected in changes to the source lists from which the
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jury pool is drawn, the elimination of occupational
exemptions, and improved levels of juror fees. Which
states have eliminated occupational exemptions from
jury service? What obligations do employers have to pay
the regular salaries of employees who serve on juries?

New topics covered in this volume include the
proliferation of specialized courts, new legislative
mandates in the adjudication of domestic violence cases,
current standards regarding the insanity defense, and
efforts in automating court information systems. To
support the three purposes just described, State Court
Organization 1998 expands the coverage of court
administration and court procedure by introducing four
new tables. New topics include judicial compensation
commissions (Table 16), clerks of court responsibilities
for providing services to appellate courts (Table 19), the
authority of trial court administrative judges (Table 30),
and standards and procedures governing the use of the
insanity defense in criminal cases (Table 38). In
addition, the format for reporting on automation in the
courts has been completely revised (Table 21).

A fourth purpose for compiling this volume is to provide
authoritative base-line information through which
important changes in the nation’s courts can be tracked.
The 1998 edition of State Court Organization gives
particular attention to the growing importance of
specialized state court forums. Special forums are
divisions, dockets, courtrooms or procedures dedicated
to a designated set of cases and to which a specific
judge has been assigned by a court’s presiding or chief
judge. Such forums typically are created through local
court rules or custom, and carry the label of “court” as a
matter of convenience. Information is included on two
such forums: drug courts (Table 33) and family courts
(Table 34). Special provisions for processing domestic
violence cases are also described (Table 35).

Finally, three topics included in the 1993 edition have
been omitted from the new edition: state/federal judicial
councils, the characteristics of “RICO” statutes, and the
making of the trial court record. The latter topic will be
covered in future editions of the State Court Organization
series.

A truly comprehensive volume on the nation’s courts
would include the military criminal justice system
because U.S. military personnel worldwide are subject to
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. Appellate courts
have narrowed the jurisdiction of military courts to
“service-connected ” offenses, but some potential for
overlap with the state and federal courts remains.
Individual commands operate their own trial courts,
convened as needed. The Court of Military Appeals in
Washington D.C. is the one standing court. The U.S.
Congress provided, in 1984, for appeals from the Court
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of Military Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court via a writ
of certiorari (R.C.M. 1205).

How should the volume be used?

The 1998 edition of State Court Organization contains
397 items of information (up from 344 items in 1993)
spread across 50 tables. These tables are divided into
seven parts according to broad topical areas:

PartI.  Courts and Judges (Tables 1-3)
Part Il Judicial Selection and Terms (Tables 4-12)
Part IlI:  The Judicial Branch: Governance, Funding,
and Administration (Tables 13-21)
Part IV: Appellate Courts: Jurisdiction, Staffing, and
Procedures (Tables 22-29)

Part V. Trial Court Administration and Procedures
(Tables 30-38)

Part VI The Jury (Tables 39-43)

Part VII. The Sentencing Context (Tables 44-50)

An eighth part contains a one page court structure chart
for each state, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia.
The charts complement the information provided in the
tables by depicting for each state the essential structure
of its court system in terms of subject matter jurisdiction
and routes of appellate review.

Each part begins with a brief explanatory note. A
bibliography of sources used in the data collection or that
cover subject matter particularly relevant to the topic
under consideration is offered The introductions indicate
why the information provided in a section is important to
understand the nation’s courts and how that information
relates to the contents of other parts. Another objective
is to highlight some of the factors that affect compara-
bility across states, and between the state and federal
systems, for the specific subject area being considered.

Two kinds of tables are presented. One is formatted to
describe what is defined at the state level, such as the
juror source lists, definitions of a felony offense, the
functions of administrative offices of the courts, and
other aspects of court organization that apply to all
appellate or trial courts within a state.

The second kind of table reports on features that differ
from court to court within a state, such as the number of
judges, or procedures for selecting a presiding judge.
The "court" in trial court generally applies to a statewide
court system--for example, the Circuit Court of Virginia is
divided into 31 circuits each serving a specific
geographical area. Some trial courts, though, include an
entire state within their geographic jurisdiction, as in the
Tax Court of New Jersey. Appellate courts are more
typically statewide in their jurisdiction, but intermediate
appellate courts are established on a regional basis in



Arizona, California, Florida, lllinois, Indiana, Louisiana,
Missouri, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Texas, Washington, and Wisconsin. In these states,
intermediate appellate courts may establish rules and
procedures that vary between regions (usually called a
district or division). A few states have multiple
intermediate appellate courts (Alabama, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Tennessee) and two states--
Oklahoma and Texas--have two courts of last resort.
(See Table 1).

Some tables contain extensive footnotes. Footnotes
appear in tables that cover topics for which a simple
answer was deemed unhelpful, and consideration of the
footnote’s content is necessary to make comparisons
across states or to grasp fully the nature of the
arrangements that pertain in individual states.

A general cautionary statement is offered here. This
volume covers an unusually diverse set of topics. There
is no single state authority that maintains current and
complete information on each topic. Therefore several
sources were contacted in each state and extensive
searches were undertaken of court rules and state
statutes.

How was the volume compiled?

The contents for this edition were selected and the
relevant data collected through the following main
steps.

The first step was a project staff review of contents from
previous State Court Organization editions. In the
course of that review in March of 1998 all members of
the Conference of State Court Administrators were
asked in a survey to express their opinions on the merits
of the usefulness of all individual information items
published in State Court Organization 1993 and to
nominate additional topics that could usefully be included
in the new edition. Some information items were judged
to be essential for the continuity of the series, new
information was identified to keep pace with the
changing shape and interests of the court community,
and still other information items were found to be of
limited contemporary interest. These decisions were
made in consultation with other National Center for State
Court staff members, organizations such as the Federal
Judicial Center, and relevant academic and research
experts in court-related topics. Staff from the Bureau of
Justice Statistics also participated in the review process.

A tentative list of information contents was compiled by
project staff and then reviewed in detail by the members
of the Conference of State Court Administrator's Court
Statistics Committee. At a subsequent meeting, the

Committee members reviewed the data collection design
and drafts of data collection instruments.

The chosen information items were divided according to
the most reliable and cost-effective data collection
method. Those methods were:

* A survey of administrative offices of the court was
designed for distribution by mail to the state court
administrators of the 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Administrative Office of the Courts. The
guestionnaire, which was mailed on December 4,
1998, dealt with aspects of court organization that
are primarily administrative in nature and either
new to the 1998 edition or likely to have changed
significantly since 1993. The questionnaire used a
different format than the one developed for the
1993 version with help from Bureau of Justice
Statistics staff. Various versions of the new
survey were pilot-tested through the cooperation
of states represented on the Court Statistics
Committee. All the surveys were completed and
returned.

« A similar survey relating to information concerning
appellate courts was designed to collect new or
changeable descriptive information on courts of
last resort and intermediate appellate courts.
Approximately 150 surveys were mailed on
January 14, 1999 and were completed and
returned.

» Athird survey form was developed to update
information items carried over from the last
edition and judged unlikely to have changed
significantly over the previous five years.
Respondents were presented with the question at
issue, the response given in the 1993 edition, and
with a request to update the information to the
situation as of July 1, 1998. Separate update
surveys were prepared for administrative offices
of the courts and appellate court clerks.

» Protocols were developed to conduct statute and
rule searches that would compile tables of
information on specific laws, legal procedure and
legal practices that applied statewide. Searches
were the primary source of data about juries and
sentencing.

Figure 1 indicates the primary data collection methods
for each table of information.

Upon return, surveys were reviewed for completeness
and clarity by project staff. Telephone calls and Fax
messages were used to ensure that accurate and
comparable information was available from all survey
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respondents. Once screened, survey contents were
entered into an SPSS database. Information collected
through update surveys and through statute and rule
searches were entered in table form as Microsoft Word
documents.

The main step in the verification process was to return all
tables completed through surveys, or update forms, back
to the original respondent in June of 1999. This provided
a second check on the information, often by a second
person, and also served as a check on the accuracy of
any revisions made by project staff to maximize
comparability across states and courts. All tables
compiled through statute or rule searches also

were sent to the state court administrator and, as
appropriate, to the appellate court clerk with a request
that the contents be examined and modified or corrected
as necessary. Verification often involved a series of
iterations passed back and forth between project staff
and the administrative office of the courts or appellate
court clerk. Also, tables of information on various topics
were sent for review to relevant national experts.

It should be noted that even after such an extensive data
collection and data verification process, room for
ambiguity remains. This is inevitable in any best faith
effort to collect comparable information on multiple topics
for which no individual or office can claim to be a
definitive authority. Some leading authorities on specific
topics were consulted, notably Tom Munsterman on
juries and Roger Hanson and Teb Marvel on appellate
courts, as an additional check on the accuracy and
comparability of information.

The result is a reference source that roams widely
through the world of trial and appellate courts and of
state court administration. There are some obvious
limitations. Provisions and procedures that relate to
criminal cases receive more attention than those
concerning civil dockets. The focus, moreover, is on
statewide (or national for the federal courts) court
organization. Within states and within the federal court
system there is significant variation by locality that is
beyond the scope of this volume to describe.

Finally, State Court Organization is a companion series
to the series of annual State Court Caseload Statistics
reports, prepared by the Court Statistics Project of the
National Center for State Courts.
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Figure 1: Primary Source of Data Collection
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Part I: Courts and judges

Coming to grips with the number and variety of courts is
the essential starting point for anyone interested in court
organization. The fundamental distinction is between
trial courts, which are courts of first instance that decide
a dispute by examining the facts, and appellate courts,
which review the trial court’s application of law to those
facts.

How many appellate courts have been established in the
United States? Table 1 provides the answer. There are
two basic kinds of appellate courts. Courts of last resort
(COLR) have final jurisdiction over appeals. Each state
has a COLR. Oklahoma and Texas split final appellate
review between separate civil and criminal COLRs.
Intermediate appellate courts (IAC) hear initial appeals,
the outcome of which is subject to further review by the
state’s COLR. Courts of last resort typically were
established in the state’s constitution and sit in one
location, the state capital. Intermediate appellate courts,
a more contemporary institution, have multiple locations
in 21 states. In 10 states, each location serves a region
within the state and has its own chief judge and a
permanently assigned complement of judges (Table 1).
Other state appellate courts travel en banc to various
locations, while still other courts travel in smaller panels.
How many judges are authorized to serve and were
actually serving, as of July 1, 1998, on each court? The
number of appellate judgeships, authorized and serving,
for the state and federal courts is shown in Table 2. The
combined full-time federal and state appellate bench has
1,474 members. Most appellate judges serve on
intermediate appellate courts (1,108).

The allocation of judgeships to appellate courts
illustrates the divergence between the federal and state
courts, as well as state court diversity. All COLRs are
established with an odd number of justices, in contrast to
the structure of the jury as a decision-making institution,
which usually entails an even number of jurors. This
follows the federal model. However, state COLRs have
fewer justices than the U.S. Supreme Court. The most
common arrangement is a seven judge COLR, found in
27 states and Puerto Rico. Five justices serve on
COLRs in 18 state courts, including the Oklahoma Court
of Criminal Appeals. Seven courts, including both Texas
COLRs and the Oklahoma Supreme Court (Civil COLR),
follow the federal nine-justice model (as does the District
of Columbia).

Intermediate appellate courts often undertake review
through panels of three or more judges rather than by
the full court sitting en banc (see Table 23). California
has the largest state IAC, with 93 authorized judgeships.
This court is divided into nine divisions. (Table 1) There
are 179 authorized judgeships for the 13 circuits of the
U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal. Three judge IACs are

found in Alabama (Court of Civil Appeals), Alaska,
Hawaii, and Idaho.

Trial courts are listed state by state in Table 3,
distinguishing between courts of general jurisdiction (GJ)
and courts of limited (or special) jurisdiction (LJ).
General jurisdiction trial courts are always the highest
trial court in a state where felony criminal cases and high
stakes civil suits are adjudicated. They often exercise
some form of appellate review over outcomes in limited
jurisdiction courts or decisions by administrative
agencies, exercising what is termed incidental appellate
jurisdiction (Table 29).

A limited jurisdiction trial court, one or more of which is to
be found in all but five states and the District of
Columbia, typically holds preliminary hearings in felony
cases and typically has jurisdiction over misdemeanor
and ordinance violation cases (Table 45 details the
jurisdiction over felony cases by courts of limited
jurisdiction). Civil jurisdiction is restricted to a fixed
maximum amount, and typically includes a separate
category of small claims cases for which simplified
procedures are established. Juvenile, domestic
relations, and drug cases are typically heard in a court of
general jurisdiction, however, there is a trend to create
special courts reserved for special dockets for these
case types. See Table 33 and 34 detailing the use of
family and drug courts.

Table 3 also indicates the number of judges authorized
for and serving on each trial court statewide. Some
courts use part-time or senior judges to help with
caseloads, the resulting judicial power is therefore
expressed as full-time equivalent positions. Courts
typically also make use of quasi-judicial staff to hear
cases as referees, commissioners, or hearing officers.
Quasi-judicial officers are usually appointed by the trial
bench for a fixed period of time and can be dismissed by
that bench. General jurisdiction trial courts are usually
divided into circuits or districts. In some states (e.g.,
California) the county serves as the judicial district. Most
states, however, construct judicial districts that embrace
a number of counties. Limited jurisdiction trial courts
vary in whether they possess jurisdiction across a county
or serve a specific local government unit, such as a city
or village. Jurisdiction beyond a specific county is rare;
exceptions are for those courts with special jurisdiction
that applies statewide (water courts and workers’
compensation courts are examples).

The information contained in this section is basic
because there is no generic court system in the United
States. Even the nomenclature varies. Supreme Courts
are usually courts of last resort, but in New York the
designation “supreme” is assigned to the main trial court,
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while The Court of Appeals is the state’s court of last
resort. Justices and a Chief Justice usually serve on
courts of last resort, but a number of COLRs have
judges and a chief judge. Judge is the standard title for
those serving on intermediate appellate courts.

The closest to a generic form of court structure in the
United States is a court system with two appellate courts,
one a court of last resort and one an intermediate
appellate court, and two or more trial courts. But many
states, and the federal courts, do not neatly fit that
pattern, and even those states that do add diversity in
how the allocation of subject matter jurisdiction to courts
is made, how appellate review is designated as being on
a mandatory (appeal of right) or discretionary (through a
petition) basis, and in the use made of quasi-judicial
officers.
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Table 1. Appellate Courts in the United States

Number of court locations that have:

Separate administrative rules Chief justice/judge Place of session
Alabama
Supreme Court 1 1 Montgomery”
Court of Civil Appeals 1 1 Montgomeryl
Court of Criminal Appeals 1 1 Montgomery1
Alaska
Supreme Court 1 1 Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau®
Court of Appeals 1 1 Anchorage
Arizona
Supreme Court 1 1 Phoenix
Court of Appeals 2 2 Phoenix (16 judges)

Tucson (6 judges)

Arkansas
Supreme Court 1 1 Little Rock
Court of Appeals 0 1 Little Rock
California
Supreme Court - 1 3 cities
Courts of Appeal - 9* 6 districts”®, 9 locations
Colorado
Supreme Court 1 1 Denver®
Court of Appeals 1 1 Denver
Connecticut
Supreme Court 1 1 Hartford®
Appellate Court 1 1 Hartford®
Delaware
Supreme Court 0 1 Dover
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals 1 1 Washington DC
Florida
Supreme Court 1 1 Tallahassee’
District Courts of Appeal 0 58 Varies by district®
Georgia
Supreme Court 1 1 Atlanta
Court of Appeals 1 1 Atlanta®®
Hawaii
Supreme Court 1 1 Honolulu
Intermediate Court of Appeals 1 1 Honolulu
Idaho
Supreme Court 1 1 Varies™
Court of Appeals 1 1 Varies'?
lllinois
Supreme Court 1 1 Springfield
Appellate Court 5 5 5 cities or districts*®
Indiana
Supreme Court 1 1 Indianapolis
Court of Appeals 1 1 Indianapolis
Tax Court 1 4
lowa
Supreme Court 1 1 Des Moines
Court of Appeals 1 1 Des Moines
Kansas
Supreme Court 1% 1 Topeka
Court of Appeals 1*° 1 16
Kentucky
Supreme Court 1 1 Frankfort
Court of Appeals 1 1 Varies
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Table 1. Appellate Courts in the United States

Number of court locations that have:

Separate administrative rules

Chief justice/judge

Place of session

Louisiana
Supreme Courts
Courts of Appeal

Maine
Supreme Judicial Court

Maryland
Court of Appeals
Court of Special Appeals

Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court
Appeals Court

Michigan
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Minnesota
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Mississippi
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Missouri
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Montana
Supreme Court

Nebraska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Nevada
Supreme Court

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey
Supreme Court
Superior Court, Appellate Division

New Mexico
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

New York
Court of Appeals
Supreme Court, Appellate Div.

North Carolina
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

North Dakota
Supreme Court

Ohio
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

Oklahoma

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals
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1 1
5 5
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
3 3
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
4 4
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
12 12
1 1
1 1
1 1

New Orleans
Varies by circuit

17
Portland*®

Annapolis
Annapolis

Boston
Boston

Lansing
4 designated cities'®

St. Paul
Hennepin and Ramsey Counties

Jackson
Jackson

Jefferson City
Varies?

Helena

Lincoln
Lincoln

Carson City**
Concord

Trenton
Varies?

Santa Fe
Varies®

Albany
Varies®*

Raleigh
Raleigh

Bismarck®

Columbus
Varies?®

Oklahoma City
Oklahoma City
Oklahoma City and Tulsa (divisions of 3)



Table 1. Appellate Courts in the United States

Number of court locations that have:

Separate administrative rules

Chief justice/judge

Place of session

Oregon
Supreme Court 1 1 Salem
Court of Appeals 1 1 Salem
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court 1 1 Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Philadelphia
Superior Court 1 1 “Ride circuit” throughout the state®’
Commonwealth Court 1 1 “Ride circuit” throughout the state®®
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court 1 1 San Juan
Court of Appeals 1 1 San Juan and throughout the island
Rhode Island
Supreme Court 1 1 Providence
South Carolina
Supreme Court 1 1 Columbia
Court of Appeals 1 1 Columbia
South Dakota
Supreme Court 1 1 Pierre
Tennessee
Supreme Court 1 1 Knoxville, Nashville, and Jackson
Court of Appeals 1 1 Varies®
Court of Criminal Appeals 1 1 Varies
Texas
Supreme Court 1 1 Austin
Court of Criminal Appeals 1 1 Austin
Courts of Appeals 14 14 Designated for each of the 14 IACS®®
Utah
Supreme Court 1 1 Salt Lake City
Court of Appeals 1 1 Salt Lake City
Vermont
Supreme Court 1 1 Montpelier®*
Virginia
Supreme Court 1 1 Richmond
Court of Appeals 1 0 Richmond, Norfolk, Salem, and Alexandria
Washington
Supreme Court 1 1 Olympia
Courts of Appeals 3% 3% Varies by division®®
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals 1 1 Charleston
Wisconsin
Supreme Court 1 1 Madison**
Court of Appeals 1 1 Milwaukee, Waukesha, Wausau, and Madison
Wyoming
Supreme Court 1 1 Cheyenne35
Federal *®
U.S. Supreme Court 1 1 Washington DC
U.S. Courts of Appeals 1 14 Each of the 14 courts of appeal has a designated
city to conduct court
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: California:

'Sometimes sessions for oral argument are held in other cities.

Alaska:

2The supreme court holds regular sessions in other cities occasionally.

There are ninety-three authorized judgeships. As of June 1998, ninety
judgeships are filled. There is an administrative presiding judge in each of the
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Table 1. Appellate Courts in the United States

three multi-division districts, and the presiding judges serve this function in the
other three districts.

“District One—San Francisco; District Two—Los Angeles, Ventura; District
Three—Sacramento; District Four—San Diego, San Bernadino, Santa Ana;
District Five—Fresno; District Six—San Jose.

Colorado:
*Twice each year the court will travel and hold arguments at a public school as
part of a public education program.

Connecticut:
0One day each year the court meets at a Connecticut law school or university.

Florida:

"The supreme court facility for all seven justices is located in the state capital.
5There are five district courts of appeal (DCA) that are located in five different
judicial districts throughout the state. The first district has fifteen judges; the
second, fourteen; the third, eleven; the fourth, twelve, and the fifth, nine. The chief
judge for each DCA is chosen by a majority of the court, and if there is no majority,
by the chief justice.

District One—Tallahassee; District Two—Tampa,; District Three—Miami; District
Four—West Palm Beach; District Five—Daytona Beach.

Georgia:

Court may sit outside Atlanta by special court order.

Idaho:

"Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls, Lewiston, Moscow, Pocatello, and Twin Falls.
2Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls, Lewiston, Moscow, Pocatello, Twin Falls,
Blackfoot, and Hailey.

lllinois:
Court sits in Chicago, Elgin, Ottawa, Springfield and Mount Vernon.

Indiana:
“Tax court does not have a chief judge; but one permanently assigned judge.

Kansas:

*Both the COLR and IAC operate under the same rules of appellate practice
although each court drafts its own internal operating procedures.

'8Judges are authorized to sit in any courthouse in the state.

Louisiana:
First Circuit-Baton Rouge, LA; Second Circuit-Shreveport, LA; Third Circuit—
Lake Charles, LA; Fourth Circuit-New Orleans, LA; Fifth Circuit-Jefferson, LA

Maine:
®The justices have permanent chambers in the superior courthouse near their
residence. The supreme court is not lodged in its own building.

Michigan:
Al IAC judges rotate throughout court locations in the state, although there are
four designated election districts (1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th).

Missouri:
DEastern District—St. Louis; Western District—Kansas City; Southern District—
Springfield.

Nevada:
ZCourt sits in Las Vegas three times a year. (In January 1999, court will expand
to seven justices and will commence to meet in panels.)

New Jersey:
%Judges not assigned to permanent locations.

New Mexico:

Z0ral argument often scheduled in different locations.

New York:
First Department—New York City; Second Department—Brooklyn; Third
Department—Albany; Fourth Department—Rochester.

North Dakota:
BCourt sits in special session at the law school.
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Ohio:

ZDjstrict One—Cincinnati; District Two—Dayton; District Three—Lima; District
Four—Portsmouth; District Five—Canton; District Six—Toledo; District Seven—
Youngstown; District Eight—Cleveland; District Nine—Akron; District Ten—
Columbus; District Eleven—Warren; District Twelve—Middleton.

Pennsylvania:

*"One set of rules for three locations.

%Commonwealth court usually meets in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Philadelphia,
with one en banc session per argument week.

Tennessee:
ZEastern Section—Knoxville; Middle Section—Nashville; Western Section—
Jackson.

Texas:

pistrict One—Houston; District Two—Fort Worth; District Three—Austin; District
Four—San Antonio; District Five—Dallas; District Six—Texarkana; District
Seven—Amarillo; District Eight—El Paso; District Nine—Beaumont; District Ten—
Waco; District Eleven—Eastland; District Twelve—Tyler; District Thirteen—
Corpus Christi; District Fourteen—Houston.

Vermont:
special court sessions are held at Vermont Law School and at trial courts.

Washington:

*There is one presiding judge over all divisions, as well as a chief judge in each
of the three divisions. All have local administrative rules in addition to general
administrative rules.

*Division |I—Seattle; Division l—Tacoma; Division Il—Spokane.

Wisconsin:

34Although it is not customary, in October of 1993 the court sat in Green Bay as
part of a more general public information/education program. The court has
continued this practice, traveling to selected sites in Wisconsin approximately
once a year.

Wyoming:
%0n occasion the court sits at the Wyoming Law School and various community
colleges and high schools.

Federal:

*The federal military appeals system, established primarily by federal legislation,
Articles 66 and 67 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 88 866, 867,
created four intermediate appellate courts and one court of last resort, whose
decisions are subject to review by the U.S. Supreme Court. The intermediate
courts are: the U.S. Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals, U.S. Army Court of
Criminal Appeals, U.S. Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals, and the
U.S. Coast Guard Court of Criminal Appeals. The court of last resort is the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. While the courts of criminal appeals are
governed by joint rules issued by the Judge Advocates General of the respective
services (General Counsel of the Department of Transportation for the Coast
Guard), the chief judge of each court is authorized to issue internal rules for that
court. Accordingly, the internal rules vary according to service needs.



Table 2. Number of Appellate Court Justices

Number of Court of Last Resort (COLR) justices Number of Intermediate Appellate Court (IAC) justices
Authorized Serving Authorized Serving

Alabama 9 9 10" 10
Alaska 5 5 3 3
Arizona 5 5 22 22
Arkansas 7 7 12 12
California 7 7 93 93
Colorado 7 7 16 16
Connecticut 7 7° 9 9?
Delaware 5 5 ~ ~
District of Columbia 9 9 ~ ~
Florida 7 7 61 61
Georgia 7 7 10 10
Hawaii 5 5 4 4
Idaho 5 5 3 3
Illinois 7 7 53 53
Indiana 5 5 16° 16°
lowa 9 9 6 6
Kansas 7 7 10 10
Kentucky 7 7 14 14
Louisiana 7 8* 55 54*
Maine 7 7 ~ ~
Maryland 7 7 13 13
Massachusetts 7 7 14 16°
Michigan 7 7 28 28
Minnesota 7 7 16 16
Mississippi 9 9 10 10
Missouri 7 7 32 32
Montana 7 7 ~ ~
Nebraska 7 7 6 6
Nevada 5 5 ~ ~
New Hampshire 5 5 ~ ~
New Jersey 7 7 32 32
New Mexico 5 5 10 10
New York 7 7 71° 63°
North Carolina 7 7 12 12
North Dakota 5 5 ~ ~
Ohio 7 7 66 66
Oklahoma 147 147 12 12
Oregon 7 7 10 10
Pennsylvania 7 7 248 248
Puerto Rico 7 7 33 33
Rhode Island 5 5 ~ ~
South Carolina 5 5 9 9
South Dakota 5 5 ~ ~
Tennessee 5 5 24° 24°
Texas 180 180 80 80
Utah 5 5 7 7
Vermont 5 5 ~ ~
Virginia 7 7 10 10
Washington 9 9 23 21
West Virginia 5 5 ~ ~
Wisconsin 7 7 16 16
Wyoming 5 5 ~ ~
Federal:
US Supreme Court 9 9 ~ ~
US Courts of Appeals ~ ~ 179 153"

Legend: ~=Not applicable Courts and judges 13



Table 2. Number of Appellate Court Justices

Note: Information is current as of July 1, 1998.

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama:
'Five judges on court of criminal appeals; five judges on court of civil appeals.

Connecticut:
2Figure does not include senior justice in supreme court or senior judge in
appellate court.

Indiana:
30ne judge in the Indiana Tax Court.

Louisiana:

“One judge elected to a temporary judgeship on the courts of appeal was
assigned, effective 1/1/93 to sit on the supreme court. Appointment will expire on
or before December 31, 2000.

Massachusetts:
SFigure includes three recall justices.

New York:
®Figure includes fifty-six justices on appellate divisions of supreme court and
fifteen on appellate terms of supreme court.

Oklahoma:
"Figure includes 9 justices in the supreme court and 5 justices in the court of
criminal appeals

Pennsylvania:
®Figure includes15 justices in the superior court and 9 in the commonwealth court.

Tennessee:
°Figure includes twelve judges on the court of appeals; twelve judges on the court
of criminal appeals.

Texas:
Figure includes nine justices in the supreme court and nine justices in the court
of criminal appeals.

Federal:

MFigure includes the court of appeals for the federal circuit. Information is current
as of June 1, 1997.

14 State Court Organization, 1998 Legend: ~=Not Applicable



Table 3. Trial Courts and Trial Court Judges of the United States

Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
Alabama
G  Circuit Court 131
L  District Court 99
L Municipal Court 242
L  Probate Court 68
Alaska
G  Superior Court 32
L  District Court 17
~  Magistrates Division 67
Arizona
G  Superior Court® 134
L  Justice of the Peace Court 84
L Municipal Court 84
Arkansas ]
G  Circuit Court 30°
G Chancery and Probate Court 33°
L Municipal Court 110
L  City Court 81
L  Police Court 4
L  Court of Common Pleas 4
L  County Court 75
L  Justice of the Peace 55
California
G  Superior Court 807
L Municipal Court 673
Colorado
G  District Court 115
G  Denver Probate Court N
G  Denver Juvenile Court 4
G  Water Court °
L  County Court 47°
L  Municipal Court 250°
Connecticut
G  Superior Court 89’
L  Probate Court 133
Delaware
G  Court of Chancery 5
G  Superior Court 17
L  Justice of the Peace Court 57
L Family Court 13
L Court of Common Pleas 7
L  Alderman's Court 8
District of Columbia
G  Superior Court 59
Florida ®
G  Circuit Court 468
L  County Court 263

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
Georgia
G  Superior Court 169
L Juvenile Court 28
L  Civil Court 3
L  State Court 51
L  Probate Court 159
L  Magistrate Court ~
L Municipal Court of Columbus 1
L  County Recorder's Court 9
L  Municipal/City Courts of Atlanta 307
Hawaii
G  Circuit Court 27°
G  Family Court 15%
L  District Court 22
Idaho
G  District Court 37
~  Magistrate’s Division 81
Illinois
G  Circuit Court 865
Indiana
G  Superior Court 182
G  Circuit Court 96
G  Probate Court 1
L  County Court 13
L  City Court 47
L  Town Court 25
L Small Claims Court of Marion 9
County
lowa
G District Court 179"
Kansas
G  District Court 156
L Municipal Court 259
Kentucky
G  Circuit Court 97
L  District Court 126
Louisiana
G  District Court 204
G Juvenile & Family Courts 18
L Justice of the Peace Court 390
L  Mayor's Court 250
L  City and Parish Courts 73
Maine
G  Superior Court*? 16
L  District Court™® 27
L  Probate Court 4
L Administrative Court 2
Maryland
G  Circuit Court 140
L  District Court 101
L  Orphan’s Court 66
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Table 3. Trial Courts and Trial Court Judges of the United States

Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
Massachusetts
G  Superior Court 80
L  District Court 172
L  Probate/Family Court 49
L Juvenile Court 37
L  Housing Court 9
L Boston Municipal Court 11
L  Land Court 4
Michigan 15
G  Circuit Court 210"
G  Court of Claims ~
L  District Court 259"
L  Probate Court 92
L Municipal Court 6
Minnesota
G District Court 254
Mississippi
G  Circuit Court 49
L  Chancery Court 45
L  County Court 24
L  Family Court 1
L Municipal Court 215
L Justice Court 191
Missouri
G  Circuit Court 310"
L  Municipal Court 331"
Montana
G  District Court 37
G  Workers' Compensation Court 1
G  Water Court 1
L  Justice of the Peace Court 73
L Municipal Court 3
L  City Court 36%°
Nebraska
G District Court 53%
L  Separate Juvenile Court 8%
L  County Court 59
L  Workers' Compensation Court 7
Nevada
G  District Court 48
L Justice Court 67%
L  Municipal Court 18%
New Hampshire
G  Superior Court 28
L  District Court 14
L Municipal Court 0*°
L  Probate Court 4
New Jersey )
G  Superior Court 38427
L  Tax Court 12
L Municipal Court 40
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Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
New Mexico
G District Court 72
L  Magistrate Court 59
L  Metropolitan Court 15
L Municipal Court 85
L  Probate Court 33
New York ]
G  Supreme Court 369
G  County Court 127
L  Court of Claims 72%
L  Surrogates' Court ~
L Family Court 124
L  District Court 50
L  City Court 158
L NYC Civil Court 120
L NYC Criminal Court 107
L  Town and Village Justice Court 2,300
North Carolina
G Superior Court™ 99
L  District Court 204%*
North Dakota
G District Court 44%
L Municipal Court 79
Ohio
G  Court of Common Pleas 372
L Municipal Court 202
L  County Court 55
L  Court of Claims® ~
L  Mayors Court 428%
Oklahoma
G District Court 223
L Municipal Court Not of Record 350
L Municipal Court of Record 23
L  Worker's Compensation Court 9
L  Court of Tax Review 3
Oregon )
G Circuit Court 160*
G Tax Court 1%
L  County Court 7
L  Justice Court 30
L Municipal Court 141
Pennsylvania
G  Court of Common Pleas 386
L  Philadelphia Municipal Court 25
L  District Justice Court 549
L  Philadelphia Traffic Court 7
L  Pittsburgh City Magistrates 6
Puerto Rico
G  Superior Court 168
L  District Subsection®® 42
L Municipal Court 105

Legend: ~=Not applicable



Table 3. Trial Courts and Trial Court Judges of the United States

Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
Rhode Island
G  Superior Court 22
L Workers' Compensation Court 10
L  District Court 13
L Family Court 12
L  Probate Court 39
L Municipal Court 21
South Carolina
G  Circuit Court 46
L  Family Court 52
L  Magistrate Court 300
L  Probate Court 46
L Municipal Court 300
L Administrative Law Division 6
South Dakota
G  Circuit Court 37
Tennessee
G  Circuit Court 85
G Chancery Court 33
G  Criminal Court 31
G  Probate Court 2
L Juvenile Court 16
L  Municipal Court 231%
L  General Sessions Court 156*
Texas
G District Courts 396
L  Constitutional County Court 254
L  County Courts at Law 181
L Justice of the Peace Court 842
L Municipal Court 1,122
L  Statutory Probate 16
Utah
G District Court 70
L Justice Court 128"
L Juvenile Court 22

Note: Information is current as of July 1, 1998.

Court Type Full-time
G = General jurisdiction Authorized
L = Limited jurisdiction Judges
Vermont

G  Superior Court 12

G  District Court 17

G  Family Court ~*

L  Probate Court

L  Environmental Court 1
Virginia

G  Circuit Court 147

L  District Court 222
Washington ]

G  Superior Court 167%

L  District Court 113

L Municipal Court 102
West Virginia

G  Circuit Court 62

L  Magistrate Court 156

L Municipal Court** ~
Wisconsin

G Circuit Court® 234

L Municipal Court*® 217
Wyoming

G  District Court 17

L Justice of the Peace Court 7

L Municipal Court 2%

L  County Court 19
Federal *°
U.S. District Court 642
U.S. Magistrate 436
U.S. Bankruptcy 326

Note: See the court structure charts in section eight of this volume for data on commissioners, referees, magistrates, and other quasi-judicial officers

and part-time judges.

FOOTNOTES:

Arizona:
Total includes the superior court judge/judges who also serve on the tax court.

Arkansas:

2In addition to 30 circuit judges and 33 chancery/probate judges, 43 judges have
the statutory authority to hear cases in both Circuit and Chancery Courts. The
total number of general jurisdiction judges in the state is 106.

Colorado:

3The Denver probate court has 1 district court judge serving and 1 magistrate.
“The Denver juvenile court has 3 district court judges serving and 3 magistrates.
5The water court is served by 7 judges from the district court, full-time referee and
6 part-time water referees.

®Denver County Court and Municipal Court are not part of the state judicial
system.

Connecticut:
"There are also 61 trial referees and 17 superior court senior judges.

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Florida:

5The court system uses retired judges on a part-time basis. County judges are
assigned to serve on the circuit bench by administrative order of the Supreme
Court.

Hawaii:

“Total number of circuit court judges equals 29, however 2 judges are assigned to
the family court.

pjstrict family court judges.

lowa:
Yncludes 112 authorized district judges, 54 district associate judges, 12
associate juvenile judges, and one associate probate judge.

Maine:

2ctive retired justices of the Superior Court serve as senior judges.
BActive retired judges of the District Court serve as senior judges.
YAl are part-time judges.

Courts and judges 17



Table 3. Trial Courts and Trial Court Judges of the United States

Michigan:

Michigan has a family court division that became operational on January 1,
1998, but data is not yet available.

%The court of claims operates within the 30™ Circuit Court.

YThere are 14 part-time judges with a full-time equivalency of approximately
seven FTE.

Missouri:

18334 total: 135 circuit judges, 175 associate circuit judges, 15 family court
commissioners, one family court referee, one family court hearing officer, one
drug commissioner, 3 probate and 3 deputy probate commissioners.

*This number represents the established municipal courts.

Montana:
DAlso, 41 justices of the peace who also serve as city court judges.

Nebraska:

ZThe district court has 53 judges as of 7/1/98 to be increased to 54 by 7/1/2000.
#The separate juvenile court has 8 judges as of 7/1/98 to be increased to 9 by
7/1/2000.

Nevada:

23 3 additional district judges January 1999 (will be 51).

242 additional justices of the peace January 1999 (will be 69).

Also served by 11 justices of the peace.

New Hampsbhire:
%The municipal court has 2 part-time judges.

New Jersey:

#Excludes appellate division judges.

240 of the current 390 municipal court judges serve full-time. The remaining
judges sit part-time. Also, many municipal court judges sit in more than one court.

New York:

Also has 50 “acting” supreme court judges and 12 quasi-judicial staff. The court
also uses full-time certified retired justices of supreme court.

3950 court of claims judges also sit on the supreme court.

North Carolina:

*There is statutory authority for use of emergency and retired judges. This
authority is used regularly, as justified by need, although unable to translate for
any typical year how many "FTE" positions such use incurs.

*District court also has 696 magistrates of which 32 are part-time.

North Dakota:

3Number of authorized judges drops to 43 effective 1/1/99, and may be reduced to
42 by the year 2001.
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Ohio:
% Judges are assigned by supreme court.
These are mayors.

Oregon:

%160 as of 1/1/98; the total will change to 163 effective 1/1/99. There are 94 senior
(retired) judges who serve as needed and when available.

S"Tax court has 1 judge and 5 magistrates.

Puerto Rico:

%The Judicial Reform Act of 1994 establishes the eventual abolition of the district
subsection. The superior division has concurrent jurisdiction with the district
subsection during the process of its abolition.

Tennessee:

39Municipal court number is estimated, number is unknown.

“9Some judges serve in another capacity so juvenile judge numbers overlap in
juvenile and general sessions courts.

Utah:
“LJustice courts are formed at the option of local governments, therefore no specific
number of judges is fixed by statute or rule.

Vermont:
“’District and superior court judges are assigned to preside in family court.

Washington:
“3Authorized number. May be higher than judges actually seated.

West Virginia:
“No full-time and 22 part-time judges.

Wisconsin:

“*Reserve judges are retired judges who serve as needed and when available. FTE
reserve judge service estimate includes case-specific assignments (calculated at
an average of 2.5 days per assignment) and general assignments.

“SMunicipal courts are local option, and locally funded and administered. In the
event of a municipal judicial vacancy, for whatever reason, the chief judge of the
district must either assign another municipal judge or transfer pending municipal
cases to circuit court. (SCR-70.24)

Wyoming:
“"There are 10 justices of the peace (part-time).
*Also has 73 part-time judges.

Federal:
“9As of January 1, 1999.



PART II: Judicial selection and service

How judges are selected and their terms of service on
the bench differ sharply between the federal and state
courts, and the differences among states are often nearly
as significant. All federal judges are nominated by the
President and serve “during good behavior” once
confirmed by the U.S. Senate unless they resign or are
impeached and convicted by the U.S. Congress. State
court judges are likely to face an election as a part of
their selection process and to serve fixed terms, which
for COLR justices range between six and 14 years (15
years in the District of Columbia). Only Rhode Island
offers appellate judges lifetime appointments, while the
judges of the New Hampshire and Massachusetts
Supreme Courts serve until age 70.

Judicial selection occurs for three purposes in the state
courts: to fill an unexpired term upon the retirement,
resignation, or death of an incumbent judge; to select for
a full term (often referred to as the initial selection); and
at the end of a term. Table 4 describes the various ways
in which appellate justices and judges are selected, while
Table 7 describes procedures for selecting trial court
judges. The resulting national picture can be
summarized by reference to the nature of the selection
process for general jurisdiction judges shown below.*

Initial Term Subsequent Terms

Appointment: 648 Appointment: 199 (16.4%)

(52.1%) Partisan Election: 326
Partisan Election: 421 (26.7%)

(33.9%) Non-partisan Election: 174
Non-partisan Election: (14.3%)

174 (14.0%) Retention Elections Only:

518 (42.6%)

One marker for examining the diverse selection methods
adopted by the states is the “Missouri Plan.” In 1940 the
State of Missouri amended its constitution to establish a
statewide nominating committee for appellate judgeships
and circuit-level commissions for general jurisdiction trial
court judgeships. A judge, representatives of the state
bar association, and nonlawyers appointed by the
governor make up the commissions. The governor must
appoint one of a commission’s three nominees to fill a
vacancy. The new appointee then faces a retention
election in one year's time, running against his or her
own record, and then further retention elections at 12-
year intervals. Thirty-nine states use some form of
judicial nominating commission in judicial selection,
which became popular in the 1970s (Table 9), although
only 16 combine such a commission with retention
elections on the Missouri model.

' American Bar Association, Report and Recommendations of
the Task Force on Lawyers' Political Contributions: Part Two.
Washington, DC: ABA, 1998.

All appellate courts and most trial courts have a chief
judge. Table 4 explains how chief justices and chief
judges of COLRs and IACs are selected in each state.
The length of their term in office and whether they can
succeed themselves can be found in Table 5. How trial
court chief judges (sometimes styled presiding judges)
are selected is also detailed in Table 5. The judges in a
district or circuit typically select one of their peers to
serve as the chief judge for a fixed number of years, but
the appointment may be made at the state level by the
governor, Chief Justice of the COLR, or the COLR
collectively. In some instances a specific individual is
elected or appointed as the chief judge and holds that
title throughout his or her tenure. In other trial courts,
seniority establishes who is the chief judge.

Qualifications for service as a judge are stated in the
constitutions and statutes of the various states. Tables 6
and 8 indicate the qualifications in terms of residency,
age, and legal credentials that are mandated for
appellate and trial court judgeships, respectively. In
addition to specifying the legal credentials, if any,
necessary to qualify for judicial selection, many states
require judges to participate in some form of legal
education beyond the Continuing Legal Education
expected of all members of the state bar. Mandatory
judicial education is accomplished through a wide range
of judicial branch and private entities and is paid for by a
variety of funding sources (Table 10).

Eighteen states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
and the Navajo Nation make formal provisions for an
ongoing evaluation of judicial performance. States with
retention elections for judges are the most likely to
evaluate performance, but states with nonpartisan
elections do so as well (Michigan, Minnesota, and
Tennessee), as do many with a system of judicial
appointments (Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and
Vermont). Table 11 indicates for these and other states
with performance evaluation structures the implementing
authority, the body responsible for operating the
program, the evaluation procedures, the evaluating
committee duties, and evaluation committee
membership.

Formal judicial discipline is accomplished through
regional judicial councils in the federal system (under
The Judicial Councils Reform and Judicial Conduct and
Disability Act of 1980). The Councils investigate
complaints of any “conduct prejudicial to the effective
and expeditious administration of the business of the
courts.” However, the Councils’ disciplinary powers stop
short of removal from office. Removal is the sole
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prerogative of the U.S. Congress. A Council can certify a
finding that impeachment is warranted to the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Judicial conduct organizations are the main arbiters of
what constitutes judicial misconduct and disability in the
states. Conduct organizations investigate complaints
against members of the judiciary, and typically include a
mix of judges, lawyers, and ordinary citizens. The
adjudicatory function is usually exercised by the COLR,
although sometimes the original conduct organization
both investigates and adjudicates complaints. In such
instances there is a right of appeal to the state’s COLR.
The name and composition of the states' conduct
organizations are shown in Table 12. The table also
indicates which court or other entity adjudicates
complaints, hears appeals, has final disciplinary
authority, and at what point reprimands are made public.

Select Bibliography:
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Philip J. Dubois, From Ballot to Bench: Judicial Elections
and the Quest for Accountability. Austin, TX:
University of Texas Press, 1980.

Doris Marie Provine, Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer
Judges and the Politics of Professionalism, Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1986.

Judith Rosenbaum, Practices and Procedures of State
Judicial Conduct Organizations, Chicago: American
Judicature Society, 1990.

Lyle Warrick, Judicial Selection in the United States: A
Compendium of Provisions, Second Edition, Chicago:
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Mary Volcansek, Judicial Impeachment: None Called for
Justice, Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1993
[offers a general historical account, but focuses on
federal impeachment proceedings during the 1980s
and its relationship to judicial discipline in the federal
court system].

Table 11:

Susan Keilitz and Judith White McBride, “Revised Chart
for ‘Judicial Performance Evaluation Comes of Age,””
State Court Journal Vol. 16, No. 3, Summer, 1992.
[Supporting text can be found in the State Court
Journal, Vol. 16, No. 1, Winter, 1992.
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Table 4. Selection of Appellate Court Judges

Method of selection
for unexpired term

Method of selection
for full term

Method of retention

Geographic basis
for selection

Alabama
Supreme Court, Court of Criminal Appeals,
Court of Civil Appeals

Alaska
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Arizona
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Arkansas
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

California
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Colorado
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Connecticut
Supreme Court, Appellate Court

Delaware
Supreme Court

District of Columbia
Court of Appeals

Florida
Supreme Court, District Courts of Appeal

Georgia
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Hawaii
Supreme Court, Intermediate Court of
Appeals

Idaho
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Gubernatorial appointment

Same as full term

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Legislative appointment?

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Presidential appointment from
judicial nominating commission

with senate confirmation

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating

commission with consent of

senate for a full term

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Partisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Partisan election

Unopposed retention election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Legislative appointment?

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Presidential appointment from
judicial nominating commission

with senate confirmation

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial appointment

from judicial nominating

commission with consent of

senate

Nonpartisan election

Partisan election

Retention election®

Retention election

Partisan election

Unopposed retention

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide (Supreme Court)
County/region within division
(Court of Appeals)

Statewide (Supreme Court)
District (Court of Appeals)

Statewide (Supreme Court)

election District (Courts of Appeal)
Retention election Statewide

Legislative appointment®  Statewide

Gubernatorial Statewide

appointment from judicial

nominating commission

with consent of senate

Judicial nominating District of Columbia

commission or
Presidential appointment

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Judicial nomination

with senate confirmation

Regional (5) Statewide (2)
Regional based on District
Courts of Appeal
(Supreme Court)

District

(District Courts of Appeal)

Statewide

Statewide

commission reappoints

Nonpartisan election

Statewide
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Table 4. Selection of Appellate Court Judges

Method of selection
for unexpired term

Method of selection
for full term

Method of retention

Geographic basis
for selection

lllinois
Supreme Court, Appellate Court

Indiana
Supreme Court, Tax Court, Court of
Appeals

lowa
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Kansas
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Kentucky
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Louisiana
Supreme Courts, Court of Appeals

Maine
Supreme Judicial Court

Maryland

Court of Appeals, Court of Special Appeals

Massachusetts

Supreme Judicial Court, Appeals Court

Michigan
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Minnesota
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals
Mississippi
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Missouri
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Montana
Supreme Court
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Court selection
(Supreme Court)
COLR selection
(Appellate Court)

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nonpartisan election
Supreme Court selection®

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Partisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating

commission with aEproval by

Governor's council

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nonpartisan election

Retention election

Retention election

Retention election

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial
reappointment

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

(if unopposed, retention

election)

District

Statewide

(Supreme Court, Tax Court)
District

(Court of Appeals)

Statewide

Statewide

District

District

Statewide

Circuit

Statewide

Statewide
(Supreme Court)
District

(Court of Appeals)

Statewide

District

Statewide
(Supreme Court)
District

(Court of Appeals)

Statewide



Table 4. Selection of Appellate Court Judges

Method of selection
for unexpired term

Method of selection
for full term

Method of retention

Geographic basis
for selection

Nebraska
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Nevada
Supreme Court

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey
Supreme Court, Superior Court-Appellate
Division

New Mexico
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

New York
Court of Appeals

Supreme Court, Appellate Divisions

North Carolina
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

North Dakota
Supreme Court

Ohio
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Oklahoma
Supreme Court, Court of Criminal Appeals,
Court of Civil Appeals

Oregon
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Pennsylvania
Supreme Court, Superior Court,
Commonwealth Court

Rhode Island
Supreme Court

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Same as full term

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment8

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission or elections™

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment with

consent of senate

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial appointment with
approval of elected executive

council

Gubernatorial appointment with
consent of senate (Supreme

Court)
Chief Justice designation of

Superior court judge (Superior

Court, Appellate Division)

Partisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment

Partisan election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Partisan election

Life tenure

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial
reappointment

Gubernatorial
reappointment with
consent of senate
(Supreme Court) Annual
assignment by the Chief
Justice (Superior Court,
Appellate Division)7

Nonpartisan retention
election

Gubernatorial
reappointment with
consent of senate
Gubernatorial
reappointment

Partisan election

Nonpartisan election

Nonpartisan election

See full term

Nonpartisan election

Retention election

Life tenure
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Statewide: chief justices;
district: associate justices
(Supreme Court)

All by district

(Court of Appeals)

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide®

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide
(Supreme Court)
Appellate District
(Court of Appeals)

District

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide



Table 4. Selection of Appellate Court Judges

Method of selection

Method of selection

Geographic basis

for unexpired term for full term Method of retention for selection
South Carolina
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals Legislative election Legislative election Legislative election Statewide
(Supreme Court)
Legislative reelection
(Court of Appeals)

South Dakota
Supreme Court

Tennessee
Supreme Court, Court Appeals, Court of
Criminal Appeals

Texas
Supreme Court, Court of Criminal Appeals,
Court of Appeals

Utah
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Vermont
Supreme Court

Virginia
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Washington
Supreme Court, Courts of Appeals

West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals

Wisconsin
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

Wyoming
Supreme Court

Federal
U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Courts of
Appeals
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Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Legislative appointment

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment11

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nominated and appointed by
the President with the advice
and consent of the Senate

Retention election

Retention election

Partisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission with consent of
senate

Legislative appointment

Nonpartisan election

Partisan election

Nonpartisan election

Gubernatorial appointment
from judicial nominating
commission

Nominated and appointed by
the President with the advice
and consent of the Senate

Retention election

Nonpartisan election

Partisan election

Retention election

Legislative election

Legislative appointment

Nonpartisan election

Partisan election

Nonpartisan election

Retention election

Initial District Retention-
Statewide

Statewide

Statewide

(Supreme Court, Court of
Criminal Appeals)

District

(Courts of Appeals)

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide

Statewide
(Supreme Court)
District

(Courts of Appeals)

District

Statewide (Supreme Court)
District (Court of Appeals)

Statewide

United States (U.S.
Supreme Court)
Circuit (U.S. Courts of
Appeals)



Table 4. Selection of Appellate Court Judges

FOOTNOTES:

Alaska:
*Judge must run for retention election at the next general election, immediately
following the third year from the time of initial appointment.

Connecticut:
2Governor nominates from candidates submitted by the Judicial Selection
Commission.

Louisiana:
3Person selected by the supreme court is prohibited for running for that judgeship;
election held within one year to serve remainder of term.

Massachusetts:

“There are no unexpired judicial terms. A judicial term expires upon the death,
resignation, retirement or removal of an incumbent.

The governor’s council is made up of nine people elected by geographical area
and presided over by the lieutenant governor.

There is no retention process. Judges serve during good behavior to age 70.

New Jersey:
"All superior court judges, including appellate division judges, are subject to

gubernatorial reappointment and consent by the senate after an initial 7-year term.

New Mexico:
5The governor shall select a candidate from a list submitted by the appellate
judges’ nominating commission created by the constitution.

New York:
°Presiding justice of each appellate division must be a resident of the department.

North Dakota:
The governor may appoint from a list of names or call a special election at his
discretion.

West Virginia:
" Appointment effective only until the next election year; appointee must run for
election to any remaining portion of the unexpired term.
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Table 5. Terms of Appellate Court Judges

Length of term

Selection of chief justice/judge

Term of office for
chief justice/judge

Chief justices/judges—can they
succeed themselves?

Alabama

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Alaska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arizona
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arkansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

California
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeal

Colorado
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Connecticut
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

Delaware
Supreme Court

District of Columbia
Court of Appeals

Florida
Supreme Court
District Courts of Appeal

Georgia
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Hawaii
Supreme Court

Intermediate Court of
Appeals

Idaho
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

lllinois
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

6 years
6 years
6 years

10 years
8 years

6 years
6 years

8 years
8 years

12 years
12 years

10 years
8 years

8 years
8 years

12 years

15 years

6 years
6 years

6 years
6 years

10 years

10 years

6 years
6 years

10 years
10 years
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Popular election
Court selection
Seniority

Court selection
Supreme court, chief justice
appointment

Court selection
Court selection

Popular election
Supreme court, chief justice
appoints

Gubernatorial appointment
Gubernatorial appointment

Court selection
Supreme court, chief justice
appoints

Legislative appointment®
Supreme court’s chief justice
appoints

Gubernatorial appointment

Judicial nominating commission
appointment

Court selection
Court selection

Court selection
Rotate by seniority

Judicial Selection Commission

nominates, governor appoints with

consent of senate
Judicial Selection Commission

nominates, governor appoints with

consent of senate

Court selection
Supreme court, Chief Justice
appointment

Court selection
Court selection

6 years
Indefinite
Indefinite

3 years
2 years

5years
1 year

8 years
4 years

12 years
12 years

Indefinite
At pleasure

8 years
Indefinite

12 years

4 years

2 years
2 years

4 years
2 years

10 years

10 years

4 years
2 years

3years
1 year

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S =None stated

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

No
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes



Table 5. Terms of Appellate Courts Judges

Length of term

Selection of chief justice/judge

Term of office for
chief justice/judge

Chief justices/judges—can they
succeed themselves?

Indiana
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Tax Court

lowa
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Kansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Kentucky
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Louisiana
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeal

Maine

Supreme Judicial Court

Maryland
Court of Appeals

Court of Special Appeals

Massachusetts

Supreme Judicial Court

Appeals Court

Michigan
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Minnesota
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Mississippi
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Missouri
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Montana
Supreme Court

Nebraska
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Legend: ~=Not Applicable

Initial=2 yrs
Retention=10 yrs
Initial=2 yrs
Retention=10 yrs
Initial=2 yrs
Retention=10 yrs

8 years
6 years

6 years
4 years

8 years
8 years

10 years
10 years

7 years

10 years
10 years

Until age 70
Until age 70

8 years
6 years

6 years
6 years

8 years
8 years

12 years
12 years

8 years

More than 3 years
for first election;
every 6 years
thereafter

More than 3 years
for first election;
every 6 years
thereafter

Judicial nominating commission
appointment
Chief judge by full court selection

Court selection
Court selection

Rotation by seniority
Supreme court appointment

Court selection
Court selection

Seniority
Seniority

Gubernatorial appointment

Gubernatorial appointment
Gubernatorial appointment

2
2

Court selection
Appointed by supreme court

Popular election
Gubernatorial appointment

Seniority
Appointment by Supreme Court
Chief Justice

Court selection
Court selection

Popular election

Gubernatorial appointment from
judicial nominating commission

IAC by majority vote; upon
ratification of selection by
Supreme Court

5 years

3 years

8 years or duration of term

2 years

Indefinite
Indefinite

4 years
4 years

Duration of service
Duration of service

7 years

Indefinite
Indefinite

To age 70
To age 70

2 years
2 years

6 years
3years

Duration of service
4 years

2 years
2 year34

8 years

Duration of service

2 years as presiding

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes®
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Table 5. Terms of Appellate Court Judges

Length of term

Selection of chief justice/judge

Term of office for
chief justice/judge

Chief justices/judges—can they
succeed themselves?

Nevada
Supreme Court

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey
Supreme Court

Superior Court, Appellate
Division

New Mexico
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

New York
Court of Appeals

Supreme Court, Appellate
Divisions
North Carolina

Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

North Dakota
Supreme Court

Ohio
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

Oklahoma

Supreme Court
Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Oregon
Supreme Court

Pennsylvania
Supreme Court
Superior Court
Commonwealth Court

Rhode Island
Supreme Court

South Carolina
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

South Dakota
Supreme Court

Tennessee

Supreme Court

Courts of Appeal

Court of Criminal Appeals

6 years

Until age 70

7 years, followed
by tenure
Annual
assignment bﬁy
Chief Justice

8 years
8 years

14 years

5 years or duration

8 years
8 years

10 years

6 years
6 years

6 years
6 years
6 years

6 years

10 years
10 years
10 years

Life

10 years
6 years

8 years

8 years
8 years
8 years
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Rotation

Gubernatorial appointment with
approval of elected executive
council

Gubernatorial appointment with
consent of senate
Designation by Chief Justice

Court selection
Court selection

Gubernatorial appointment from
judicial nominating commission
Gubernatorial appointment from
judicial screening commission

Popular election
Supreme court, chief justice
appointment

Selection by the judges of the
supreme and district courts

Popular election
Selected by Judges of District

Court selection
Court selection
Court selection

Court selection

Rotation by seniority
Court selection
Court selection

Gubernatorial appointment from
the judicial nominating
commission

Legislative election
Legislative election

Court selection

Court selection
Court selection
Court selection

2 years

Until age 70

Duration of service

At the pleasure of the Chief
Justice

2 years
2 years

14 years

Duration of service

8 years
At the pleasure of the chief
justice of the Supreme court

5 years or until term expires,
whichever occurs first

6 years
Calendar year

2 years
2 years
1 year

6 years

Duration of term
5 years
5 years

Life

10 years
6 years

4 years

4 years
1term
1term

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S =None stated

5

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

No
No

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes



Table 5. Terms of Appellate Courts Judges

Term of office for Chief justices/judges—can they

Length of term

Selection of chief justice/judge

chief justice/judge

succeed themselves?

Texas
Supreme Court 6 years Partisan election 6 years Yes
Court of Criminal Appeals 6 years Partisan election 6 years Yes
Courts of Appeals 6 years Partisan election 6 years Yes
Utah
Supreme Court Initial=3 yrs; Court selection 4 years Yes
Retention=10 yrs
Court of Appeals Initial=3 yrs; Court selection 2 years Yes’
Retention=6 yrs
Vermont
Supreme Court 6 years Gubernatorial appointment from 6 years Yes
judicial nominating commission
with consent of senate
Virginia
Supreme Court 12 years Seniority Indefinite ~
Court of Appeals 8 years Court selection 4 years Yes
Washington
Supreme Court 6 years Court selection 4 years Yes
Presiding chief judge by court
selection; however, position 1 year for presiding judge L
Courts of Appeals 6 years rotates among the 3 divisions; and 2 years for chief judge Not the presiding judge
chief judge by division judges
West Virginia
Supreme Court 12 years Rotation by seniority 1 year No
Wisconsin
Supreme Court 10 years Seniority Until declined ~
Court of Appeals 6 years Supreme court appointment 3 years Yes
Wyoming
Supreme Court 8 years Court selection At the pleasure of the court ~
Federal
U.S. Supreme Court Life Nominated and appointed by the  Life ~
President with advice and consent
of Senate
U.S. Courts of Appeals Life Seniority8 7 years or until age 70 No
U.S. Court of Veterans 15 years Nominated and appointed by 15 years Yes
Appeals president with advice and consent
of Senate
FOOTNOTES:
Connecticut: New Jersey:

'Governor nominates from candidates submitted by Judicial Selection
Commission.

Massachusetts:

2Chief Justice, in the appellate courts, is a separate judicial office from that of an
Associate Justice. Chief Justices are appointed, until age 70, by the Governor
with the advice and consent of the Executive (Governor’s) Council.

Missouri:
3Selection is typically rotated among the judges.
“Two years in western and southern districts; one year in eastern district.

Nevada:
°Not immediately; later, as part of rotation.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable

SAll Superior Court judges, including Appellate Division judges, are subject to
gubernatorial reappointment and consent by the senate after an initial 7-year term.

Utah:
"Presiding judge can serve no more than two successive terms.

Federal:

5The chief judge is the active circuit judge who is senior of those judges who (1)
are 64 years or under, (2) have served for one or more years as a circuit judge,
and (3) have not served previously as chief judge. Per 28 U.S.C. § 45(a).

Judicial selection and service 29



Table 6. Qualifications to Serve as an Appellate Court Judge

Local residency

State residency

Minimum age

Maximum age

Legal credentials

Alabama

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Alaska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arizona
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arkansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

California
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeal

Colorado
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Connecticut
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

Delaware
Supreme Court

District of Columbia
Court of Appeals

Florida
Supreme Court
District Courts of Appeal

Georgia
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Hawaii
Supreme Court
Intermediate Court of Appeals

Idaho
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

lllinois
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

Indiana
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Tax Court

lowa
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Kansas
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

N/S
N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
Yes

N/S
Yes

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

No
No

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

Yes
Yes

N/S
Yes
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S
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1 year
1 year
1 year

5years
5 years

10 years
5 years

2 years
2 years

N/S
N/S

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
District

Yes
Yes®

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

2 years
2 years

Yes
Yes

N/S
N/S
Yes

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
30

30
30

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

30
30

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

30

30

70"
70
70

70
70

70
70

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

70
70

N/S
74

70

N/s?
N/s*

70

N/S
N/S

75

75

N/S

72
72

70°

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S =None stated

Licensed attorney
Licensed attorney
Licensed attorney

8 years practice
8 years practice

10 years state bar
5 years state bar

8 years practice
8 years practice

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

5 years state bar
5 years state bar

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

"Learned in law"
5 years state bar

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

7 years state bar
7 years state bar

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

Licensed attorney
Licensed attorney

10 years state bar®
10 years state bar®
5 years state bar

Licensed attorney
Licensed attorney

10 years active and continuous
practice7
10 years active and continuous
practice7



Table 6. Qualifications to Serve as an Appellate Court Judge

Local residency

State residency

Minimum age

Maximum age

Legal credentials

Kentucky
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Louisiana
Supreme Courts
Courts of Appeal

Maine
Supreme Judicial Court

Maryland
Court of Appeals
Court of Special Appeals

Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court
Appeals Court

Michigan
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Minnesota
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Mississippi
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Missouri
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Montana
Supreme Court

Nebraska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Nevada
Supreme Court

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey

Supreme Court

Superior Court, Appellate
Division

New Mexico

Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

New York

Court of Appeals
Supreme Court, Appellate
Divisions

Legend: ~=Not Applicable

2 years
2 years

2 years
2 years

N/S

6 months
6 months

N/S
N/S

N/S

Reside within
district

N/S
Varies

District Resident
District Resident

N/S

Yes

N/S

Yes
Yes

N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S

2 years
2 years

2 years
2 years

N/S

5years
5 years

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

5 years
5 years

State voter for 9
years
State voter for 9
years

2 years

3 years
N/S

2 years

N/S

N/S

N/S

3 years

3 years

Yes

Yes, for presiding Yes

judge

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S

30
30

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

30
30

30

30

N/S

30
30

25

N/S

N/S

N/S

35

35

N/S

N/S
N/S

708
70

N/S

70
70

70
70

70

70

70
70

N/S
N/S

70

70

N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S

70

70

70

N/S

N/S

70

8 years state bar/licensed attorney
8 years state bar/licensed attorney

5 years state bar
5 years state bar

“Learned in law”

State bar member
State bar member

N/S
N/S

State bar member, practice at least
5 years
State bar member

State bar member
State bar member

5 years state bar
5 years state bar

State bar member

State bar member

5 years state bar

5 years practice
5 years practice

State bar member

N/S

Admitted to practice in state for at
least 10 years.
Admitted to practice in state for at
least 10 years.

10 years active practice and/or
judgeship in any court of the state
10 years active practice and/or
judgeship in any court of the state

10 years state bar
10 years state bar
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Table 6. Qualifications to Serve as an Appellate Court Judge

Local residency

State residency

Minimum age

Maximum age

Legal credentials

North Carolina
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

North Dakota
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Ohio
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

Oklahoma

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Oregon
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Pennsylvania
Supreme Court
Superior Court
Commonwealth Court

Puerto Rico
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Rhode Island
Supreme Court

South Carolina
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

South Dakota
Supreme Court

Tennessee

Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Court of Criminal Appeals

Texas

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Courts of Appeals

Utah
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Vermont
Supreme Court
Virginia
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Washington
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

West Virginia
Supreme Court
Wisconsin
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Wyoming
Supreme Court

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

No
District

1 year
?.1 [}/ear

N/S
N/S

No
No
No

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

Yes

12
13

Yes
Yes
Yes?®

N/S
N/S
Yes

N/S
N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

1 year
1 year

N/S

10 days
10 days

N/S
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N/S
N/S

Yes
N/S

Yes
N/S

N/S
N/S
N/S

3 years
3 years

1 year
1 year
1 year

5 years
5 years

N/S

5years
5 years

Yes

5 years
5 years
5 years

Yes
Yes
Yes

5 years
3 years

5 years

N/S
N/S

1 year
1 year

5 years

10 days
10 days

3 years

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

30
30
N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

21

32
32

N/S

N/S

N/S
N/S

N/S
N/S

30

N/S
N/S

30

72
72

N/S
N/S

70
70

N/S
N/S
N/S

75
75

N/S

72
72

70

N/S
N/S
N/S

70

7015
7016

75
75

N/S

N/S
N/S

70

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S =None stated

State bar member
State bar member

License to practice law
License to practice law

6 years practice
6 years practice

5 years state bar
51 }/ears state bar

State bar member
State bar member

State bar member
State bar member
State bar member

10 years state bar
10 years state bar

License to practice law

8 years state bar
8 years state bar

State bar member

Qualified to practice law
Qualified to practice law
Qualified to practice law

14

14
14

State bar member
State bar member

5 years state bar

5 years state bar
5 years state bar

State bar member
5 years state bar

10 years state bar

5 years state bar
5 years state bar

9 years state bar



Table 6. Qualifications to Serve as an Appellate Court Judge

Local residency State residency

Minimum age

Maximum age Legal credentials

Federal
U.S. Supreme Court N/S N/S N/S
U.S. Courts of Appeals o N/S N/S

U.S. Court for Veterans Claims ~ ~ ~

FOOTNOTES:

N/S N/S
N/S N/S
~ State or federal bar

Alabama:
The age prohibition of §6.16 is not a qualification for office, but only deals with
retirement.

Florida:
2Initial appointment: must be resident of district at the time of original appointment.
3Must reside within the territorial jurisdiction of the court.

Georgia:
“There is a maximum retirement age in order to be eligible for certain benefits.

Indiana:
°In the supreme court and court of appeals, 5 years' service as a general
jurisdiction judge may be substituted.

Kansas:

SMay complete term in which age 70 is attained.

"Relevant legal experience, such as being a member of a law faculty or sitting as
a judge, may qualify under the 10-year requirement.

Louisiana:
875 for judges who began serving under old constitution.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable

New York:
Up to 76 if certified for continuing service.

Oklahoma:

Must be a qualified elector in district.

“appellate judges must be member of the state bar and have at least 4 years’
experience as a practicing attorney or as judge of a court of record.

Tennessee:
20ne justice from each of three divisions and two seats at large.
BMust reside in the grand division served.

Texas:
“Ten years practicing law or a lawyer and judge of a court of record at least 10
years.

Virginia:

®Applies only to those justices elected or appointed to an original or subsequent
term commencing after July 1, 1993.

®Unless ‘grandfathered.’

Federal:

YCircuit residency is required 28 U.S.C. § 44(c), except in D.C. Judges in the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the federal circuit must reside within 50 miles of D.C.
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Table 7. Selection and Terms of Trial Court Judges

Administrative Judges

Method of Can
Court type: Selection to Fill Geographic each Do they have ~ What is their
G=general jurisdiction Unexpired Method of Selection Method of  Basis for Length of Method of Termof Succeed Administrative source of
L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself?  Authority? authority?
Alabama
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan Circuit 6 yrs Majority vote of 3yrs Yes Yes Statutes and
appointment! election circuit judges? administrative
rules
L District Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 6 yrs Administrative 1yr Yes Yes Statutes and
appointment? election circuit judge w/ administrative
advice and consent rules
of majority of circuit
courtt judges
L Municipal Court Governing Governing municipal Re- Municipalit 4 yrs? Mayor At Yes Yes Statutes and
municipal body body appointment  appointment y pleasure administrative
appointment rules
L Probate Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 6 yrs ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election
Alaska
G Superior Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Chief Justice 1yr Yes Yes Statutes,
term appointment from election appointment Administrative
judicial nominating Rules
commission*
L District Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District” 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term appointment from election judge
judicial nominating
commission>
~ Magistrates Same asfull  Administrative judge Same as full District At No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term appoints in each term pleasure judge
judicial district
Arizona
G Superior Court Gubernatorial  Non-partisan Non- County 4yrs Supreme Court 5yrs Yes Yes Constitution,
appointment®  elections® partisan appointment Court Rules,
elections/Re Admin. Order of
tention Supreme Court
elections'0
L Justice of the Peace ~ County board  Partisan election Partisan Precinct 4 yrs 10 2yrs Yes Yes Administrative
appointment election Order of
Supreme Court
L Municipal Court Varies Varies Varies Municipalit Varies-2  Court selection Locally  Locally Yes Administrative
y yr. decided deceded Order and Local
minimum Delegation
Arkansas
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment!! election judge
G Chancery/Probate Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 6 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court appointment!! election judge
L Municipal Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment judge
L County Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 2yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L Police Court City council Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ City 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
judge
L Court of Common Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 2yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Pleas appointment election judge
L City Court Locally Locally determined  Locally City 2yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
determined determined judge
California
G Superior Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 6 yrs Court selection Notless Yes Yes Statute and
appointment election'? than 1 Rules of Court
year
L Municipal Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6 yrs Court selection 1year  Yes Yes Statute and
appointment election'? Rules of Court
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Table 7. Selection and Terms of Trial Court Judges

Administrative Judges

Method of Can
Court type: Selection to Fill Geographic each Do they have ~ What is their
G=general jurisdiction Unexpired Method of Selection Method of  Basis for Length of Method of Termof Succeed Administrative source of
L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself? Authority? authority?
Colorado
G District Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Retention County 6yrs Court selection Generall Varies Yes Chief Justice
term appointment from election y
judicial nominating 1yr
commission
G Denver Probate Court Same as full ~ Gubernatorial Retention District 6yrs Supreme court, At Yes Yes Chief Justice
term appointment from election Chief Justice pleasure
judicial nominating appointment
commission
G Denver Juvenile Court Same as full ~ Gubernatorial Retention District 6yrs Supreme court, At Yes Yes Chief Justice
term appointment from election Chief Justice pleasure
judicial nominating appointment
commission
G Water Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Supreme court, At Yes Yes Chief Justice
term appointment from election Chief Justice pleasure
judicial nominating appointment
commission
L County Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention  County 4yrs District court At Yes No Chief Justice
term appointment from election judges pleasure
judicial nominating appointment
commission’3
L Municipal Court Sameasfull  Governing municipal Re- Municipalit  Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term body appointment  appointment y judge
Connecticut
G Superior Court Legislative Legislative Legislative ~ State 8 yrs Chief Court At Yes No™ 15
appointment’  appointment'* appointment Administrator pleasure
14 appointment
L Probate Court Partisan Partisan election Partisan District 8yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
election election judge
Delaware
G Court of Chancery Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Gubernatorial - State 12 yrs Gubernatorial 12yrs  Yes Yes Constitution
term appointment from reappointme appointment
judicial nominating Nt from
commission with ~ judicial -
consent of senate ~ nominating
commission
with consent
of senate
G Superior Court Same as Court Same as Court of Same as Resident: 12 yrs Gubernatorial 12yrs  Yes Yes Constitution
of Chancery Chancery Court of County; appointment
Chancery State
L Justice of the Peace ~ Sameasfull  Gubernatorial re- County 4yrs; Gubernatorial 4yrs Yes Yes Constitution
Court term appointment from appointment reappoint. appointment
Magistrate by governor 6 yrterm
Screening
Commission with
consent of senate
L Family Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Same as County 12 yrs. Gubernatorial 12yrs  Yes Yes Constitution
appointment  appointment from Superior (Chief appointment
from judicial judicial nominating ~ Court Judge
nominating commission with statewide)
commission consent of senate
with consent of
senate
L Court of Common Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Same as County 12 yrs Gubernatorial 12yrs  Yes Yes Constitution
Pleas appointment  appointment from Superior appointment
from judicial  judicial nominating  Court
nominating commission with
commission consent of senate
with consent of
senate
L Alderman's Court Varies Town Council Varies Town Varies ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

selection
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L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself?  Authority? authority?
G Superior Court Same asfull  Presidential 16 Districtof 15 yrs Chief judge 4yrs Yes Yes Appointment of
term appointment from Columbia appointment the Chief Judge
judicial nominating
commission with
consent of senate
Florida
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ Circuit 6 yrs Circuitand county 2 yrs Yes Yes Statute & Florida
appointment election court selection Rules of Court
from judicial
nominating
commission
L County Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
from judicial
nominating
commission
Georgia
G Superior Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ Circuit 4yrs Court selection Varies  Varies Yes Local Court
appointment election Rules
from judicial
nominating
commission
L Juvenile Court'” Superior Court  Superior Court Superior County/ 4yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Local Court
judge judge appointment ~ Court judge  circuit Rules
appointment appointment
L Civil Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 4 yrs Seniority Varies  Varies ~ ~
appointment election
L State Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4 yrs Seniority Varies  Yes ~ ~
appointment election
L Probate Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election'®  Partisan County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election'® judge
L Magistrate Court Varies Varies Varies County 4yrs Most are elected 4 yrs Yes Yes ~
L Municipal Court of Mayoral Elected Elected Municipalit 4 yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Columbus Appointment y
L County Recorder's Ct. Varies Varies Varies County Varies Seniority Seniority Yes ~ ~
L Municipal Courts and  Appointed by  Appointed by Appointed  Municipalit At Generally no ~ ~ ~ ~
City Court of Atlanta ~ municipal municipal authority by municipal y pleasure  administrative
authority authority judge
Hawaii
G Circuit Court'® Same asfull  Gubernatorial Judicial Circuit 10yrs Chief Justice At Yes Yes Hawaii revised
term appointment from nominating appointment pleasure statutes/org.
judicial nominating  commission charts
commission with reappoints
consent of senate
L District Court® Same asfull  Appointment by Judicial District 6 yrs Chief Justice At Yes Yes Sup. Ct. Rules
term Chief Justice from  nominating appointment pleasure and HRS 604-1
judicial nominating  commission
commission and reappoints
consent of senate
Idaho
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs Majority of other Varies 9 Yes ~ ~
appointment election district judges
from judicial within the district
nominating judges or majority
commission of supreme court
justices
Magistrate Division Magistrate Magistrate Retention District 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Commission ~ Commission election judge
appointment?®  appointment?
lllinois
G Circuit Court COLR Partisan election Retention  Circuit/ 6years  Court selection Varies  Yes Yes State
selection election County?"  (associate Constitution
judges 4
yrs)
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Indiana
G Superior Court Supreme Partisan election  Partisan County 6yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Varies
Court election?
appointment2?
G Circuit Court Supreme Partisan election  Partisan County 6yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Varies
Court election?
appointment2?
G Probate Court Supreme Partisan election Partisan County 6yrs ~ ~ ~
Court election
appointment2?
L County Court Supreme Partisan election Partisan County 6yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Varies
Court election
appointment2?
L City Court Supreme Partisan election Partisan Municipalit 4 yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Varies
Court election y
appointment2?
L Town Court Supreme Partisan election Partisan Municipalit  Varies ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court election y
appointment2?
L Small Claims Court of Supreme Partisan election Partisan Township 4 Years  Varies Varies  Varies ~ ~
Marion County Court election
appointment2?
lowa
G District Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6yrs Chief Justice 2yrs Yes Yes Statutory and
term appointment from election appointment with Rule
judicial nominating Supreme Court
commission approval®
L District Associate Same as full District judge Retention District 4yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term appointment24 election
L Magistrates Sameasfull  County judicial Reappointe  County 2yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term magistrate d by county.
appointment Judicial
commission magistrate
appointment?s commission
Kansas
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Retention District 4yrs Supreme Court 2yrs Yes Yes Statute;
appointment  appointment from election in appointment Supreme Court
from judicial judicial nominating 17 districts; Rules; District
nominating commission in 17 partisan Court Rules
commission in  districts; partisan election in
17 districts; election in 14 14 districts
Gubernatorial  districts
appointment in
14 districts
L Municipal Court Local Local governing Local City Varies Local governing At Yes Yes Appointing
governing body appointment?”  governing body appointment  pleasure authority
body body re-
appointment?’ appointment2
Kentucky
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ Circuit 8yrs Circuit Court Generall Yes Yes Court Rule
appointment election selection?® y2yrs
from judicial
nominating
commission
L District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs District Court Generall Yes Yes Court Rule
appointment election selection?® y2yrs
from judicial
nominating
commission
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L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself?  Authority? authority?
Louisiana
G District Court Supreme Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6 yrs Varies Varies  Varies Varies Court Rule
Court election (Local Rule)
selection?
L Justice of the Peace ~ Supreme Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan Wards 6 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court election judge
selection?
L Mayor's Court (Mayor or Nonpartisan election (Mayor City 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
mayor pro serves as judge
temp) judge)
L City and Parish Courts Supreme Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  City or 6 yrs Varies Varies  Varies ~ ~
Court election parish
selection?
Maine
G Superior Court Re- Re-appointmentby  Re- Statewide 7 yrs Supreme Court, At Yes No ~
appointment  governor with appointment Chief Justice pleasure
by governor consent of senate by governor appointment of Chief
with consent of with consent Justice
senate of senate
L District Court Re- Re-appointmentby  Re- State & 7yrs Supreme Court, At Yes No ~
appointment  governor; confirmed appointment  District®0 Chief Justice pleasure
by governor; by legislature by governor; appointment of Chief
confirmed by confirmed Justice
legislature by
legislature
L Probate Court appointment  Partisan election Partisan County 7yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
by governor election
L Administrative Court ~ Re- Re-appointmentby  Re- State 7yrs Gubernatorial 7yrs ~ ~ ~
appointment  governor; confirmed  appointment appointment with
by governor; by legislature by governor; consent of senate
confirmed by confirmed
legislature by
legislature
Maryland
G Circuit Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Contested  Circuit 15 yrs Chief Judge-by At ~ 82 ~
term appointment from election seniority; pleasure
judicial nominating Circuit/County
commission with Administrative
consent of senate Judge appointment
and contested by Supreme
election 1 year later Court's Chief
Justice
L District Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Mandatory  District 10 yrs Chief Judge At ~ 82 ~
term appointment from gubernatoria appointment by pleasure
judicial nominating  Ire- Supreme Court's
commission with appointment Chief Justice3!
consent of senate  with consent
of senate
L Orphan's Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan Orphans 4 yrs Unknown Unknow  Unknown 32 ~
appointment election n
Massachusetts
G Superior Court Thereareno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70  Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Court3?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
L District Court Thereareno  Gubernatorial No retention ~ State Age 70  Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Court?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
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L Boston Municipal There areno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70 Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
Court unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Court3?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
Massachusetts , continued
L Juvenile Court There areno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70 Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Court3?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
L Housing Court There areno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70 Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Courts?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
L Land Court There areno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70 Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Courts?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
L Probate and Family =~ Thereareno  Gubernatorial No retention  State Age 70 Appointed by 5yrs Yes Yes Statutes/court
Court unexpired appointment from process. Supreme Judicial rules
judicial terms.  judicial nominating Court3?
commission
approved by
Governor's Council
Michigan
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Yes Michigan Court
(includes Court of appointment election Rule 8/110
Claims and Family
Division)
L District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Yes ~
appointment election
L Probate Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Yes ~
appointment election
L Municipal Court Governing Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan. District 4yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Yes ~
municipal body election
appointment
Minnesota
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan District 6 yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes kel el
appointment election
from judicial
nominating
commission
Mississippi
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs Seniority Duration ~ Yes Statutory
appointment election of term
L Chancery Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs Seniority Duration ~ Yes Statutory
appointment election of term
L County Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L Family Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L Municipal Court Locally Locally determined  Locally Municipalit  Locally No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
determined determined y determine judge
d
L Justice Court Locally Partisan election Partisan Districtin 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
determined election county judge
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Missouri
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Retention  Circuit 6yrs Court selection 2 yrs Yes Yes Constitution
appointmentin appointment from election for
partisan judicial nominating 5
circuits (40) commission in metropolitan
Gubernatorial ~ counties with circuits,
appointment  nonpartisan election partisan
from judicial (5 metropolitan election in
nominating circuits) 40 circuits
commission in  Partisan election in
nonpartisan 40 circuits
circuits (5)
~ Associate Circuit Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Retention ~ County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
Court appointmentin appointment from election for judge
partisan judicial nominating 5
circuits (40) commission in metropolitan
Gubernatorial ~ counties with circuits,
appointment  nonpartisan election partisan
from judicial (5 metropolitan election in
nominating circuits) 40 circuits
commission in  Partisan election in
nonpartisan 40 circuits
circuits (5)
L Municipal Court Locally Locally determined  Locally City Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
determined determined judge
Montana
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6 yrs Varies Varies Varies Yes - Limited Constitution
appointment election
from judicial
nominating
commission
G Workers' Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Gubernatori ~ State 6yrs No administrative  ~ . . .
Compensation Court ~ appointment  appointment from al judge
from judicial judicial nominating  appointment
nominating commission from judicial
commission nominating
commission
G Water Court Chief Justice ~ Chief Justice Chief State 4 yrs Chief Justice 4yrs Yes Yes - Limited Statute
appointment  appointment from Justice appointment from
from judicial judicial nominating  reappointme judicial
nominating commission nt from nominating
commission judicial commission
nominating
commission
L Justice of the Peace ~ County Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4yrs No administrative  ~ ~ ~ ~
Court commission election judge
appointment
L Municipal Court Local Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  City 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
governing election judge
body
appointment
L City Court City Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  City 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
commission election judge
appointment
Nebraska
G District Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Court selection 1yr Yes ~ ~
term appointment from election
judicial nominating
commission
L Separate Juvenile Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Court selection 1yr Yes ~ ~
Court term appointment from election
judicial nominating
commission
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Nebraska , continued
L Worker's Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs3s Court selection 1yr Yes Yes Court Rule
Compensation term appointment from election
judicial nominating
commission
L County Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs3s Court selection 1yr Yes Yes Court Rule
term appointment from election
judicial nominating
commission
Nevada
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6yrs Varies Varies  Varies Yes Statute (NRS
appointment election 3.025)
from judicial
nominating
commission
L Justice Court County Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan Township 6 yrs Elected by Justices 1year  Yes Yes Statute (JC RCP
commission election of the Peace in 84)
appointment individual
townships having
three or more
Justices of the
Peace
L Municipal Court City council Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  City Varies Varies Varies  Yes Varies Individual City
appointment  or appointment election or Charters
appointment
New Hampshire
G Superior Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial ~ State Untilage  Gubernatorial Age70 ~ Yes Chief Justice
term appointment subject 70 appointment
to approval by subject to approval
executive council by executive
council
L District Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial ~ District Untilage ~ Gubernatorial Age70 ~ Yes Law
term appointment subject 70 appointment
to approval by subject to approval
executive council by executive
council
L Municipal Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial ~ District/ Untilage ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term appointment subject Municipalit 70
to approval by y
executive council
L Probate Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial ~ County Untilage ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term appointment subject 70
to approval by
executive council
New Jersey
G Superior Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Re- State 738 Chief Justice At ~ Yes Court Rule
term appointment with appointment appointment pleasure
consent of senate by governor
with consent
of senate
L Tax Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Re- State 738 Chief Justice At ~ Yes Statute
term appointment with appointment appointment pleasure
consent of senate by governor
with consent
of senate
L Municipal Court Same as full  Appointment by Re- Municipalit 3 yrs Governing body%” 3 yrs Yes 39 3
term mayor or governing  appointment y/Multi-
body of by mayoror  municipalit
municipality% governing 'y
body of
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New Mexico
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Nonpartisan  District 6 yrs Election by district 3 yrs Yes Yes Statute
appointment?0 retention judges
election
L Magistrate Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 4 yrs Director of AOC Varies  Yes Yes Policy Directive
appointment election appointment
L Bernalillo County Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Nonpartisan  County 4yrs Election by 3yrs Yes Yes Statute
appointment*0 retention metropolitan
election judges
L Municipal Court Appointment  Partisan election Partisan City 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
by governing election judge
body
L Probate Court County Partisan election Partisan County 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
commission election judge
appointment
New York
G Supreme Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 14 yrs No Administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election Judge
with consent of
senate
G County Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 10 yrs No Administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election Judge
with consent of
senate
L District Court 4 Partisan election Partisan District 6 yrs Partisan election 6 yrs Yes No ~
election
L City Court Varies—most ~ Varies--most elected Locally City(with 10 yrs No Administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
elected determined  some Judge
exceptions)
L Criminal Court of NYC Mayoral Mayoral Mayoral City 10 yrs No Administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment appointment Judge
L Civil Court of NYC Mayoral Partisan election Partisan City 10yrs*2  No Administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment*2 election Judge
L Town and Village Town Partisan election Partisan Town or 4yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
board/village election village
mayoral
appointment
L Court of Claims Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Re- State 9yrs Gubernatorial Balance Yes Yes Inherent
appointment  appointment from appointment appointment of term
from judicial judicial screening by governor
screening committee with
committee with  consent of senate
consent of
senate
L Surrogates' Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 10 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election (except  judge
from judicial NYC is
screening 14)
committee with
consent of
senate
L Family Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan Partisan County 10 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  election/appointmen  election/rea  outside judge
from judicial tby mayorin New  ppointment NYC
screening York City by mayor in
committee with New York
consent of City
senate/By
mayor in New
York City
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North Carolina
G Superior Court Gubernatorial 43 Asof 1998, State 8 Seniority of service 8 yrs Yes Yes Statute
appointment Nonpartisan (resident), within district
election 4 (special)
L District Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 4yrs Chief Justice At Yes Yes Statute
appointment election appointment pleasure
North Dakota
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 6yrs Elected by district 3 yrs Yes Yes Law
appointment election judges
from judicial
nominating
commission
L Municipal Court Mayoral Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  City 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
Ohio
G Court of Common Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  County 6yrs Elected by court 1year  Yes Yes Statute and rules
Pleas appointment election judges of
superintendence
L Municipal Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County/city 6 yrs Elected by court 1year  Yes Yes Statute and rules
appointment election / judges of
part of superintendence
county
L County Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  County/ 6yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election part of
county
L Court of Claims Chief Justice  Chief Justice Chief ~ “ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
assignment assignment Justice
appointment
L Mayors Court Varies; usually  Partisan election Partisan City/Village ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
elected election
Oklahoma
G District Court Gubernatorial  Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs Selected by District Varies ~ Yes Yes Statute
appointment election and Associate
from Judicial District judges
Nominating within each judicial
Commission administrative
district
~ Associate Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
from Judicial
Nominating
Commission
~ Special Selectionby ~ Same as unexpired  Same as District At No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
District Court  term unexpired pleasure  judge
Judge in each term
Judicial
Nominating
Commission
L Municipal Court Not of ~ City governing ~ City governing body  City Municipality 2 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~
Record body appointment governing judge
appointment body
appointment
L Municipal Criminal City governing  City governing body  City Municipality 2 yrs City governing Varies  Unknown ~
Courtof  Record body appointment governing body appointment
appointment body
appointment
L Workers' Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Re- State 6 yrs Gubernatorial 2yrs Yes ~
Compensation Court ~ appointment  appointment from appointment appointment
from Judicial ~ Judicial Nominating by governor
Nominating Commission from Judicial
Commission Nominating
Commission
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Oklahoma, continued
L Court of Tax Review  Supreme Supreme Court Supreme Judicial Termis  No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court appointment Court District for judge
appointment appointment remainder
of service
as District
Court
judge
Oregon
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ Circuit 6 yrs Chief Justice 2yrs Yes Yes Statute
appointment election appointment
G Tax Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ State 6yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L County Court County Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
commission election judge
appointment
L Justice Court Gubernatorial  Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 6 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L Municipal Court City council City council City council  Municipalit Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment re- y judge
appointment
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Retention ~ County 10 years  Seniority (if 8 or 5yrs No Yes Statute 42
Pleas appointment election more judges, court Pa.C.S. §325
from Judicial selection)
Advisory
Commission
with consent of
senate
L Philadelphia Municipal Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Retention County 10 years  Seniority (if 8 or 5yrs No Yes Statute 42
appointment election more judges, court Pa.C.S. §325
from Judicial selection)
Advisory
Commission
with consent of
senate
L District Justice Court ~ Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan Magisterial 6 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ Statute 42
appointment election District judge Pa.C.S. §325
from Judicial
Advisory
Commission
with consent of
senate
L Philadelphia Traffic Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 6yrs Gubernatorial 5yrs Yes Yes Statute 42
appointment election appointment Pa.C.S. §325
from Judicial
Advisory
Commission
with consent of
senate
L Pittsburgh City Mayoral Mayoral Mayoral City of 4yrs Mayoral 1yr Yes Yes Statute 42
Magistrates appointment  appointment appointment  Pittsburgh appointment Pa.C.S. §325
with city
council's
consent
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Gubernatori ~ Statewide 12 yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment al
w/senate w/senate reappointment
confirmation ~ confirmation w/senate
confirmation
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Puerto Rico, continued
G District Court52 ~ ~ ~ Statewide 8 yrs5? ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
G Municipal Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Gubernatori ~ Statewide 8 yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment al
w/senate w/senate reappointment
confirmation confirmation w/senate
confirmation
Rhode Island
G Superior Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial ~ State Life Gubernatorial Life ~ Yes Statute
appointment  appointment with appointment
with consent of consent of senate
senate
L District Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial ~ State Life Gubernatorial Life ~ Yes Statute
appointment  appointment with appointment
with consent of  consent of senate
senate
L Family Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial ~ State Life Gubernatorial Life ~ Yes Statute
appointment  appointment with appointment
with consent of consent of senate
senate
L Probate Court Town Council ~ Town council Town Town Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Appointed reappointed Council judge
Reappointe
d
L Municipal Court City council Locally determined  Locally Town 2yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointed determined judge
L Administrative Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial ~ State Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Adjudication Court appointment  appointment with judge
with consent of consent of senate
senate
South Carolina
G Circuit Court Legislative Legislative election  Legislative  Circuit 6yrs Chief Justice 6 Yes Yes Chief Justice
election election appointment months
L Family Court Legislative Legislative election  Legislative  Circuit 6yrs Chief Justice 6 Yes Yes Chief Justice
election election appointment months
L Magistrate Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Gubernatori  County 4 yrs Chief Justice 6 Yes Yes Chief Justice
appointment  appointment with al appointment months
with consent of consentofsenate  appointment
senate with consent
of senate
L Probate Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
L Municipal Court Council Council appointment Council District 2-4 yrs No administrative =~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment appointment judge
South Dakota
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan ~ Circuit 8yrs Chief Justice At ~ ~ ~
appointment election appointment*® pleasure
from judicial
nominating
commission
~ Law Magistrates Same asfull  Appointment by Re- Circuit 4yrs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term Circuit Court appointment
administrative judge by Circuit
with approval of Court
Supreme court admini-
strative
judge with
approval of
Supreme
Court
~ Clerk/Magistrates Division of ~ ~ Circuit ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Circuit Court
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Tennessee
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 8 yrs Court selection 1yr Yes ~ ~
appointment election
G Chancery Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 8 yrs Court selection 1yr Yes ~ ~
appointment election
G Criminal Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 8yrs Court selection 1yr Yes ~ ~
appointment election
G Probate Court Established by Partisan election Partisan Varies Locally No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
special election determine judge
legislative act d
L Juvenile Court Established by Partisan election Partisan County 8 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
special election judge
legislative act
L Municipal Court Locally Established by Established Municipalit 8 yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
determined ordinance by y judge
ordinance
L General Sessions Local Partisan election Partisan County 8 yrs Varies Varies  Varies ~ ~
Court legislative election
body
appointment
Texas
G District Courts Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 4yrs Varies 2yrs Yes Yes Texas Govt.
appointment election code §74.092
with consent of
senate
L Constitutional County ~ Appointment  Partisan election Partisan County 4 yrs Varies*® 2yrs Yes Yes Texas Govt.
Court and County by county election code §74.092
Courts at Law commissioners
L Justice of the Peace ~ Appointment  Partisan election Partisan Precinct 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court by county election judge
commissioners
L Municipal Court Appointment  Varies Varies None Varies Varies Varies  Yes Varies Varies
by city council
Utah
G District Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Court selection Presum Yes Yes Utah Code Ann.
term appointment from election p-tively 7878-3-29
judicial nominating 2yrs Code of Judicial
commission with Admin 3-104
consent of senate#”
L Justice Court Same asfull  Appointment by County: County/ 4years ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
term local government Retention Municipalit
executive with election y
confirmation by local Municipal:
government Reappointm
legislative body. ent by city
executive
L Juvenile Court Same as full  Gubernatorial Retention District 6 yrs Court selection Presum Yes Yes Utah Code Ann.
term appointment from election ptively 7878-3-29
judicial nominating 2yrs Code of Judicial
commission with Admin 3-104
consent of senate’
Vermont
G Superior Court Same asfull  Gubernatorial Legislative  State 6 yrs Supreme Court 4yrs Yes Yes Statute &
term appointment from election appointment#8 Supreme Court
judicial nominating Admin. Order
commission with
consent of senate
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Administrative Judges

Method of Can
Court type: Selection to Fill Geographic each Do they have ~ What is their
G=general jurisdiction Unexpired Method of Selection Method of  Basis for Length of Method of Termof Succeed Administrative source of
L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself? Authority? authority?
Vermont, continued
G District Court Sameasfull  Gubernatorial Legislative  State 6yrs Supreme Court ~ One ~ ~
term appointment from election appointment administr
judicial nominating ative
commission with judge for
consent of senate Superior,
District,
and family
court
G Family Court Superior/Distri ~ Serve as Family ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
ctjudges Court judges
L Probate Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment election judge
Virginia Interim appointments
G Circuit Court Governor Legislative Legislative  Circuit 8yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Limited Statute
appointment  appointment appointment
L District Court Circuit court Legislative Legislative  District 6yrs Court selection 2yrs Yes Limited Statute
judge appointment appointment
appointment
Washington
G Superior Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan Superior 4 yrs Varies Varies  Varies Yes Court Rule
appointment election
L District Court County Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan  District 4yrs Court selection Max: Yes Yes Court Rule
appointment election 1yr
L Municipal Court City Mayoral/city council  Mayoral/city ~Municipalit 4, unless  Court selection Max: Yes Yes Court Rule
appointment  appointed council y mayor 1yr
appointed changes
Full time
Municipal
Court judges
must stand
for
nonpartisan
election
West Virginia
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Partisan election Partisan District 8yrs Court selection At Yes ~ ~
appointment election pleasure
L Magistrate Court Supervising Partisan election Partisan County 4yrs Supervising judge At Yes ~ ~
judge election appointment pleasure
appointment
L Municipal Court Locally Locally determined  Locally Municipalit  Locally No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
determined determined y determine judge
d
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court Gubernatorial ~ Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 6yrs COLR 2yrs Yes® Yes Supreme Court
appointment election appointment?® Rule
L Municipal Court Nonpartisan Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan Municipalit Notless  Locally Locally  Locally Locally Locally
election election y than2or  determineds! determin determine determined  determined
more than ed d
4 years
Wyoming
G District Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Retention District 6yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment from election judge
from judicial judicial nominating
nominating commission
commission
L Justice of the Peace ~ Nonpartisan Nonpartisan election Nonpartisan County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court election election judge
L Municipal Court Mayoral Mayoral Locally Municipalit = Varies No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment determined y judge

Legend: ~=Not Applicable
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Administrative Judges

Method of Can
Court type: Selection to Fill Geographic each Do they have ~ What is their
G=general jurisdiction Unexpired Method of Selection Method of  Basis for Length of Method of Termof Succeed Administrative source of
L=limited jurisdiction Term for Full Term Retention  Selection Term Selection Office Himself?  Authority? authority?
Wyoming, continued
L County Court Gubernatorial ~ Gubernatorial Retention ~ County 4yrs No administrative ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
appointment  appointment from election judge
from judicial  judicial nominating
nominating commission
commission
Federal
US District Court Same asfull  Presidential ~ District Life Seniority5® 7yrs No ~ ~
term appointment subject
to Senate
confirmation
US Magistrate Same asfull  Appointed by US Circuit District 8 yrs full- 56 ~ ~ ~ ~
term District Court Panels  Judicial time, 4 yrs
Council part-time
recall®
US Bankruptcy Same asfull  Appointed by US Ad hoc 14 yrs Designated by a ~ ~ ~ ~
term Appellate Court recall® majority of the
Panels District judges of
the courts
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: Connecticut:

The counties of Baldwin, Jefferson, Madison, Mobile and Tuscaloosa use
gubernatorial appointment from the recommendations of judicial nominating
commission.

2If court cannot agree, Supreme Court decides.

3Length of term is 2 years, if position is part-time.

Alaska:

* Judge must run for retention at next general election immediately following the
third year from time of initial appointment.

®Judges must run for retention at first general election held more than one year
after appointment.

%Judges selected on a statewide basis but run for retention on a district-wide
basis.

7Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission. The judge must
run for retention at first general election held more than one year after
appointment.

Arizona:

8In the two most populous counties (Maricopa and Pima), such appointments are
from a list submitted by the Judicial Nominating Commission. The method for
submitting names for the other 13 counties varies.

“Maricopa and Pima counties use the Gubernatorial appointment process for all
vacancies. The other 13 counties hold non-partisan elections.

®There is one justice of the peace per precinct. In counties having four or more
justices of the peace, a presiding justice of the peace is chosen by a vote of the
justices of the peace in that county, with the advice and consent of the Presiding
Judge of the Superior Court in that county.

Arkansas:
" circuit and chancery courts the office can be held till December 31 following
the next general election, and then partisan election for remainder of term.

California:

21t unopposed for reelection, incumbent’s name does not appear on ballot unless
a petition was filed 83 days before the election date requesting the name to
appear. An unopposed incumbent is not declared elected until the election date.
This is for the general election. Different timing for primary elections. See Elec.
Code §8203.

Colorado:
*The mayor appoints Denver County Court judges.
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“Governor nominates from candidates submitted by Judicial Selection
Commission.

*The Chief Court Administrator appoints an Administrative Judge for each
Judicial District. The Administrative Judges serve at the pleasure of the Chief
Court Administrator and may succeed themselves. Sec. 51-5a(3) of the
Connecticut General Statutes is the source of the authority for their appointment.
Their jurisdiction is the Judicial District.

District of Columbia:

18 judicial Nomination Commission nominates for presidential appointment. If the
Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure evaluates a sitting judge as "well
qualified" the judge is automatically reappointed for a new term of 15 years. If the
commission evaluates the judge as "qualified" the President may renominate
him/her subject to Senate confirmation; if the commission evaluates the judge
unqualified the judge is ineligible for reappointment. (Please note: There are two
entities involved in judicial appointments and reappointments in D.C.: The
Judicial Nomination Commission and the Commission on Judicial Disabilities and
Tenure.)

Georgia:

In one county election. Associate judges (formerly referees) must be a member
of the state bar or a law school graduate. They serve at the pleasure of the
judge(s). Most juvenile courts have only one judge, therefore no presiding judge.
Otherwise, seniority.

8| 29 of 159 counties probate judges are selected in non-partisan elections.

Hawaii:

19The family courts are a division of circuit courts. Family court judges are either
circuit court judges assigned to the family court or are district court-level judges
(district/family judges).

Idaho:

*The Supreme Court appoints the administrative judge for up to two years if
District Court judges unable to elect.

DThe Magistrate Commission consists of the administrative judge, 3 mayors and
2 electors appointed by the Governor; and 2 attorneys, nominated by the District
Bar and appointed by the State Bar. There is one commission in each district.

lllinois:
ZUnit less than county in Cook County.
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Indiana:

2Until gubernatorial appointment or next general election.

ZNominating commissions are used in Superior Courts in Allen and St. Joseph
counties. Non-partisan elections in Vanderburgh and in some Lake county courts.

lowa:

#The District Court chief judge serves the entire court, including the District
Associate judges and the judicial magistrates.

%The county judicial magistrate appointing commission consists of 3 members
appointed by county board and 2 elected by county bar, presided over by a District
Court judge.

%shall supervise all judicial officers and court employees serving within the
district. Fix the times and places of holding court, and shall designate the
respective presiding judges, supervise the performance of all administrative and
judicial business of the district, allocate the workloads of District Associate judges
and magistrates, and conduct judicial conferences to consider, study, and plan for
improvement of the administration of justice.

Kansas:
?In two counties the municipal court judges are selected and appointed by the
District Court judges.

Kentucky:
%In addition, there are 16 chief regional judges (8 circuit, 8 district), selected by
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for regional administration of cases.

Louisiana:
Depending upon the amount of time remaining, selection may be by nonpartisan
election following Supreme Court appointment.

Maine:
%At least one judge must be appointed from each of the thirteen districts who is a
resident of the county in which the district lies.

Maryland:

S Administrative judges are appointed by the Chief Justice of District Court with
the approval of the Chief Justice of Court of Appeals.

*presiding judge for trial assigned by county administrative judge. Unsure
whether “presiding” judge is administrative position. Maryland has 3 chief judges
(COA; CSA,; District Court). Chief judges by seniority and circuit/county
administrative judges.

Massachusetts:

%The administrative head of the trial court is the “Chief Justice for Administration
and Management.” Each department has a Chief Justice appointed by the
“CJAM” to a 5 year term.

Minnesota:

%4In each judicial district, the Chief Judge, subject to the authority of the Chief
Justice, shall exercise general administrative authority over the courts within the
judicial district. The Chief Judge shall make assignments of judges to serve on
the courts within the judicial district, and assignments may be made without the
consent of the judges affected. The Chief Judge may assign any judge of any
court within the judicial district to hear any matter in any court of the judicial
district. When a judge of a court is assigned to another court the judge is vested
with the powers of a judge of the court of assignment. A judge may not be
assigned to hear matters outside the judge’s judicial district pursuant to this
subdivision.

Nebraska:
%The initial term is for at least 3 but not more than 5 years.

Legend: ~=Not applicable

New Jersey:

*In multimunicipality joint or countywide municipal courts, selection is by governor
with senate's consent.

"In municipalities with more than one judge, the governing body may appoint a
“chief” judge. Regional Presiding Judges (Superior or Municipal Court Judges)
are selected by the Chief Justice to assist in the administrative operations of the
municipal courts in any of the 15 judicial administrative districts (i.e., vicinages).
There are currently 9 Presiding Judges-Municipal Courts representing 12 the
state’s 15 vicinages.

30n reappointment till age 70.

%9The position of Presiding Judge-Municipal Court is established by Statute
(N.J.S.A. 2B:12-9). Presiding Judges exercise the powers delegated to them by
the Chief Justice and the Rules of Court.

New Mexico:
“°The Governor must select a candidate from a list submitted by the district or
metropolitan judges committee created by the constitution.

New York:

“LAppointment by Chief Executive Officer of county with confirmation by Board of
Supervisors of district.

“?Housing judges are appointed for five year terms by the chief administrator of
the courts.

North Carolina:
“3partisan election (resident judges), gubernatorial appointment (special judges).

Ohio:
“Temporary assignment by chief justice of Supreme Court.

South Dakota:
“5The circuit court presiding judge serves the entire court, including the law
magistrates division.

Texas:
““There is a local administrative judge for statutory county courts (CCL) but no
Constitutional County courts.

Utah:
“Initial term of appointment is until the next general election, immediately
following the third year from the time of initial appointment.

Vermont:
“8Administrative Judge for trial courts.

Wisconsin:

“9The chief judge of a district can appoint a presiding judge in each multi-judge
circuit.

“Restricted to three successive terms.

*There is only 1 multi-udge Municipal Court.

Puerto Rico:
52The 1994 Judiciary Act states that upon expiration of a district court judge term
the position becomes a superior court judge position.

Federal:

*May be recalled by the Circuit Judicial Council with consent of the Chief Justice
for a maximum of up to one year.

%4Ad hoc recall may be for a fixed (renewable) period of three years.

*The office is filled by the judge in regular active service who, at the time of
vacancy: (1) is senior in commission, (2) is under the age of 65, (3) has served at
least one year as a District judge, and (4) who has not previously served as chief
judge.

A “chief” or “administrative” magistrate judge position has not been formally
established by statute or regulation.
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Table 8. Qualifications to Serve as a Trial Court Judge

Court Type

G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum

L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications

Alabama

G Circuit Court 1yr 1yr N/S 70* Yes Licensed attorney

L District Court lyr lyr N/S 70 Yes Licensed attorney

L Municipal Court Yes lyr 18 70 Yes Licensed attorney

L Probate Court 1yr? Citizen® N/S? 70 No? N/S

Alaska

G Superior Court N/S 5yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 3yrs practice

L District Court N/S 5yrs 21 70 Yes ~

~  Magistrates” N/S 6 mos 21 N/S No N/S

Arizona

G Superior Court® lyr 5yrs 30 70 Yes Admitted to the practice of law in

Arizona 5 years

L Justice of the Peace Court Yes Yes 18 70 No N/S

L Municipal Court Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies

Arkansas

G Circuit Court N/S 2yrs 28 N/S Yes 6 yrs practice/bench

G Chancery/Probate Court N/S 2yrs 28 N/S Yes 6 yrs practice/bench

L Municipal Court Yes 2yrs 25 N/S Yes 3 yrs practice/bench

L County Court Yes N/S 25 N/S No N/S

L Police Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes N/S

L Court of Common Pleas Yes N/S 25 N/S No N/S

L City Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No N/S

L Justice of the Peace Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No N/S

California

G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes 10 yrs state bar

L Municipal 54 days Yes N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

Colorado

G District Court Yes Yes N/S 72 Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Denver Probate Court Yes N/S N/S 72 Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Denver Juvenile Court Yes N/S N/S 72 Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Water Court Yes N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S

L County Court Yes N/S N/S 72 No® N/S

L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S 72 No N/S

Connecticut

G Superior Court No Yes N/S 70 Yes Member of the bar

L Probate Court Yes’ Yes 18 70 No No

Delaware

G Court of Chancery No Yes N/S N/S Yes "Learned in Law"

G Superior Court Yes Yes N/S N/S Yes "Learned in Law"

L Justice of the Peace Court Yes Yes N/S N/S No N/S

L Family Court Yes® 5yrs N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Court of Common Pleas Yes Yes N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Alderman's Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No® No

District of Columbia

G Superior Court 90 days District N/S 74 Yes 5 yrs state bar®
residency

Florida

G Circuit Court Yes'? Yes N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

L County Court Yes*? Yes N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

50 State Court Organization, 1998 Legend: N/S=Not stated, ~=Not applicable
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Court Type

G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum

L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications
Georgia

G Superior Court N/S 3yr 30 N/st Yes 7 yrs state bar

L Juvenile Court N/S 3yr 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Civil Court Varies Varies Varies N/S Yes Varies

L State Court Yes 3yr 25 N/s™ Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Probate Court 2yrs N/S 25 N/S Varies Not required of all'®
L Magistrate Court 1yr N/S 25 N/S No N/st

L Municipal Court of Columbus Yes N/S 25 N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L County Recorder's Courts Varies Yes Varies N/S Yes Varies

L Municipal and City Courts of Atlanta Varies N/S Varies Varies Varies Varies

Hawaii

G Circuit Court N/S Yes N/S 70 Yes 10 yrs state bar

L District Court N/S Yes N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar
Idaho

G District Court N/S lyr N/S N/S Yes 10 yrs state bar

~ Magistrates Division N/S lyr 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar
Illinois

G Circuit Court Yes Yes N/S 75 Yes N/S

Indiana

G Superior Court Yes 1yr N/S N/S Yes N/S

G Circuit Court Yes lyr N/S N/S Yes N/S

G Probate Court Yes 1yr N/S N/S Yes N/S

L County Court Yes lyr N/S N/S Yes N/S

L City Court Yes N/S N/S N/S No N/S

L Town Court Yes N/S N/S N/S No N/S

L Small Claims Court of Marion County Yes N/S N/S N/S Yes'® N/S

lowa

G District Court Yes N/S N/S 72 Yes N/S

~ Magistrates Yes N/S 18 72 No N/S

Kansas

G District Court Yes N/S N/S 70 Yes® 5 yrs state bar

L Municipal Court N/S N/S 18 N/S Varies? N/S

Kentucky

G Circuit Court 2yrs 2yrs N/S N/S Yes 8 yrs state bar

L District Court 2 yrs 2 yrs N/S N/S Yes 2 yrs state bar
Louisiana

G District Court 2yrs 2yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Family and Juvenile Court 2yrs 2yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Justice of the Peace Court 2 yrs 2yrs N/S 70 No N/S

L Mayor's Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No N/S

L City and Parish Courts 2yrs 2yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar
Maine

G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No "Learned in the Law"
L District Court N/S Yes N/S N/S Yes State bar member
L Probate Court N/S Yes N/S N/S Yes State bar member
L Administrative Court N/S Yes N/S N/S Yes State bar member
Maryland

G Circuit Court 6 mos 5yrs 30 70 Yes State bar member
L District Court 6 mos 5yrs 30 70 Yes State bar member
L Orphan's Court 1yr N/S N/S N/S No N/S
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Court Type

G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum

L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications

Massachusetts

G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L District Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L Boston Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L Juvenile Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L Housing Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L Land Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

L Probate and Family Court N/S N/S N/S 70 No N/S

Michigan

G Circuit Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

G Court of Claims N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

L District Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

L Probate Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

L Municipal Court Yes N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

Minnesota

G District Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

Mississippi

G Circuit Court N/S 5yrs 26 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

G Chancery Court N/S 5yrs 26 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L County Court Yes 5yrs 26 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L Family Court N/S 5yrs 26 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L Municipal Court Yes Yes N/S N/S Yes? N/S

L Justice Court Yes Yes 18 N/S No N/S

Missouri

G Circuit Court Circuit State votes 30 70 Yes State bar member

for 3 yrs

~ Associates County Yes 25 70 Yes State bar member

L Municipal Court Determined Yes 21 755 Varies State bar member if population of
by 7,500 or more?*
municipality

Montana

G District Court N/S 2yrs N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Workers' Compensation Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes N/S

G Water Court N/S 2yrs N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Justice of the Peace Court 1yr N/S N/S N/S No? N/S

L Municipal Court Yes N/S N/S N/S Yes 2 yrs state bar

L City Court County N/S N/S N/S No N/S

Nebraska

G District Court Yes N/S 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L Separate Juvenile Court Yes N/S 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L Worker's Compensation Court Yes N/S 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

L County Court Yes N/S 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs practice

Nevada

G District Court N/S 2yrs 25 N/S Yes N/S

L Justice Court 30 days 6 months N/S N/S Varies Varies

L Municipal Court Varies Varies N/S N/S Varies Varies

New Hampshire

G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S 70 N/S N/S

L District Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes State bar member

L Probate Court N/S N/S N/S 70 N/S N/S

New Jersey

G Superior Court % % N/S 70 Yes 10 yrs practice law

L Tax Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes 10 yrs practice law

L Municipal Court N/S Yes N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs practice law
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Court Type
G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum
L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications
New Mexico
G District Court Yes 3yrs 35 N/S Yes 6 yrs active practice
L Magistrate Court Yes Yes 18 N/S No N/S
L Bernalillo County Metropolitan Yes 3yrs N/S N/S Yes 3 yrs active practice and state bar
member
L Municipal Court Yes Yes 18 N/S No N/S
L Probate Court Yes Yes 18 N/S No N/S
New York
G Supreme Court N/S Yes 18 70% Yes 10 yrs state bar
G County Court County Yes 18 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar
L District Court Yes Yes 18 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar
L City Court Yes Yes 18 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar
L Criminal Court of NYC Yes Yes 18 70 Yes 10 yrs state bar
L Town and Village Yes Yes 18 N/S No N/S
L Court of Claims N/S Yes 18 70 Yes 10 yrs state bar
L Surrogates' Court County Yes 18 70 Yes 10 yrs state bar
L Family Court Yes Yes 18 70 Yes 10 yrs state bar
North Carolina
G Superior Court -2 ~ N/S 72 -2 State bar member
L District Court Yes ~ N/S 72 -2 State bar member
North Dakota
G District Court Yes N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member
L Municipal Court Yes N/S N/S N/S N/S* N/S*
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas County Yes N/S 70 Yes 6 yrs practice
L Municipal Court Territorial Yes N/S 70 Yes 6 yrs practice
L County Court Territorial Yes N/S 70 Yes 2 Jrs practice
L Court of Claims N/S Yes N/S No Yes .
L Mayors Court N/S Yes N/S No No N/S
Oklahoma
G District Court District 6 mos, if N/S N/S Yes ~32
elected
Associate County 6 mos, if N/S N/S Yes -
elected

Special N/S Yes N/S N/S No N/S
L Municipal Criminal Court N/S Yes N/S N/S No -3
L Municipal Court Not of Record N/S Yes N/S N/S Yes N/S
L Workers' Compensation Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes N/S
L Court of Tax Review N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes N/S
Oregon
G Circuit Court Yes Yes N/S 75 Yes State bar member
G Tax Court N/S 3yrs N/S 75 Yes 3 yrs state bar
L County Court N/S N/S N/S 75 No N/S
L Justice Court lyr 3yrs N/S 75 No N/S
L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S 75 No N/S
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas Yes lyr N/S 70 Yes State bar member
L Philadelphia Municipal Court Yes lyr N/S 70 Yes State bar member
L District Justice Court Yes lyr N/S 70 No Not required
L Philadelphia Traffic Court Yes lyr N/S 70 No Not required
L Pittsburgh City Magistrates Yes Yes N/S 70 No Not required
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes 7 3yrs state bar
L  District Court* N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes ~%
L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S 70 Yes 3 yrs State bar member

Legend: N/S=Not stated, ~=Not applicable
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Court Type

G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum

L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications

Rhode Island

G Superior Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L District Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L Family Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L Probate Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L Workers' Compensation Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

L Administrative Adjudication Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes State bar member

South Carolina

G Circuit Court N/S 5yrs 32 72 Yes 8 yrs state bar

L Family Court N/S 5yrs 32 72 Yes 8 yrs state bar

L Magistrate Court N/S 5yrs 21 72 No No

L Probate Court County Citizen 21 N/S No No

elector

L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No No

South Dakota

G Circuit Court Yes Yes N/S 70 Yes State bar member

~ Law Magistrates Yes Yes N/S N/S Yes State bar member

~ Lay Magistrates Yes Yes N/S N/S No H.S. graduate or GED

~ Clerk/Magistrates Yes Yes N/S N/S No H.S. graduate or GED

Tennessee

G Circuit Court lyr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Quialified to practice law

G Chancery Court 1yr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Qualified to practice law

G Criminal Court lyr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Quialified to practice law

G Probate Court 1yr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Qualified to practice law

L Juvenile Court 1lyr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Quialified to practice law
w/grandfathering provisions

L Municipal Court lyr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Quialified to practice law
w/grandfathering provisions

L General Sessions Court 1yr 5yrs 30 N/S Yes Qualified to practice law
w/grandfathering provisions

Texas

G District Courts 2yrs N/S 25 75 Yes Yes®

L Constitutional County Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No No

L County Courts at Law 2yrs N/S 25 N/S Yes Yes®

L Justice of the Peace Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No No

L Municipal Court Varies N/S Varies Varies Varies Varies

Utah

G District Court Yes 3yrs 25 75 Yes State bar member

L Justice Court 6 mos 3yrs 25 75 No N/S

L Juvenile Court Yes 3yrs 25 75 Yes State bar member

Vermont

G Superior Court N/S 5yrs N/S 70 Yes® 5 yrs state bar

G District Court % 5yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

G Family Court % ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

L Probate Court N/S lyr N/S 70 No N/S

L Environmental Court N/S 5yrs N/S 70 Yes 5 yrs state bar

Virginia

G Circuit Court Yes Yes N/S 70 Yes*? 5 yrs state bar

L District Court Yes Yes N/S 70 Yes® 5 yrs state bar

Washington

G Superior Court 1yr lyr N/S 75 Yes State bar member

L District Court lyr lyr N/S 75 Yes* N/S

L Municipal Court County N/S N/S N/S Yes* N/S

West Virginia

G Circuit Court Yes Yes 30 N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Magistrate Court Yes Yes 21 N/S 42 N/S

L Municipal Court No Yes N/S N/S No N/S
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Table 8. Qualifications to Serve as a Trial Court Judge

Court Type

G = General jurisdiction Local State Minimum Maximum

L = Limited jurisdiction Residency  Residency Age Age Law Degree Other Legal Qualifications
Wisconsin

G Circuit Court 10 days 10 days N/S N/S Yes 5 yrs state bar

L Municipal Court 10 days 10 days N/S N/S Locally Locally determined

determined

Wyoming

G District Court N/S 2yrs 28 70 Yes N/S

L Justice of the Peace Court N/S Yes N/S N/S No N/S

L Municipal Court N/S N/S N/S N/S No N/S

L County Court N/S N/S N/S N/S Yes N/S

Federal

US District Court Judges Yes* ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S

US Magistrate Judges ~ ~ N/S 70* N/S 5 yrs state bar*®

and 5 yrs practice

US Bankruptcy Judges Yes* ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S

FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: Kansas:

The age prohibition of §6.16 is not a qualification for office, but only deals with
retirement.

20One of probate judgeships in Jefferson County requires that judge be learned in
the law, a minimum age of 25 and resident of county for one year.

Alaska:

3District Court: trial judge must have three years practice or have served as a
magistrate for seven years.

“Magistrates serve in district court.

Arizona:
The tax court is a department of the Superior Court; it is not a separate court.

Colorado:
SCounty Court: a law degree is required in metropolitan areas.

Connecticut:
"Probate Court: must be an elector of a town within the district.

Delaware:
5There are local residency requirements for the Chief Judge of family court.
°Alderman’s Court: in the city of Newark, a law degree is required.

District of Columbia:

Ysyperior court: judge must also be an active member of the unified District of
Columbia bar and have been engaged, during the five years immediately
preceding the judicial nomination, in the active practice of law in the District, or the
faculty of a law school in the District, or employed as an attorney by the United
States, or District of Columbia government.

Florida:
"Circuit court: must reside within the territorial jurisdiction of the court.
2County court: judges must reside within the territorial jurisdiction of the court.

Georgia:

35uperior court: there is no maximum age stated; however, judges who are
members of the 1976 retirement plan and serve beyond age 75 may not be
eligible for retirement benefits.

4State court: no maximum age stated; however, if a member of the Trial Judges
Retirement Plan after 1/1/80 and serves beyond age 70, benefits are forfeited.
*The minimum age requirement for probate judges is 25. If law practice is
required, the minimum age is 30.

®Where the population exceeds 96,000, the probate judge must have practiced
law for seven years.

YMagistrate court: the laws of local application may provide for additional legal
qualifications.

Indiana:

8Small Claims Court of Marion County: a law degree is required unless a non-
attorney judge has been grandfathered in.

Legend: N/S=Not stated, ~=Not applicable

°judge may complete term in which he/she attains age 70.

DDistrict court: a law degree is required for 149 of 218 judgeships. The remaining
sixty-nine judgeships are district magistrate judges, not required to have a law
degree, but must be certified by the supreme court if not an attorney.

Z'Municipal courts require admission to practice law in Kansas in first class cities
(24); other municipal judges and district magistrate judges are required to be
certified as qualified to serve by the supreme court, if not admitted to practice law
in Kansas.

Mississippi:
ZFor cities over 10,000 population.

Missouri:
BMaximum age reduced to 70 effective 8/28/93.
241 not an attorney, must complete course prescribed by supreme court.

Montana:

% Justice of the peace court: although a law degree is not required, the judges may
be attorneys, must have served in judicial capacity for at least 5 years; and

passed the certification exam (the requirement of passing the certification exam
may be waived by the supreme court).

New Jersey:

#superior court: out of a total of 416 authorized judgeships (including thirty-three
in the appellate division), there are 274 restricted superior court judgeships that
require residence within the particular county of assignment at time of
appointment and reappointment; there are 142 unrestricted judgeships for which
assignment of county is made by the chief justice.

New York:
2’Supreme court: the maximum age of 70 may be extended up to three intervals of
two years each.

North Carolina:
yes, resident judges. No, special judges.
2Law degree not required if elected prior to January 1, 1981.

North Dakota:
Municipal court: a law degree and state bar membership is required in cities with
over 3,000 population.

Ohio:
*Must be incumbent or retired judges, justices of supreme court, court of appeals,
or court of common pleas.

Oklahoma:

#District court: judges must be a state bar member for four years or a judge of
court of record.

FBpssociate judges and municipal court of records: judges must be a state bar
member for two years or a judge of court record.
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Table 8—Qualifications to Serve as a Trial Court Judges

Puerto Rico:

%*The 1994 Judiciary Act states that upon expiration of a district judge term the
position turns into a superior court judge until district court judges positions are all
converted into superior judges positions.

Texas:

*District court: judges must have been a practicing lawyer or a judge of a court in
this state, or both combined, for four years.

%County court at law: judges must be a licensed attorney in this state who has
practiced law or served as a judge at a court in this state, or both combined, for at
least four years, unless otherwise provided for by law.

Vermont:

3"Required only for superior court judges; not for assistant judges.

BMust reside in geographic unit.

39Superior or district court judges are assigned to serve as family court judges;
qualifications are the same.

Virginia:

“Circuit/district courts: judges must have a law degree or have completed an
approved three-year course of study under the supervision of a practicing
attorney.

Washington:
“IStatute allows non attorneys to serve in districts less than 5,000 population, after
being certified on a qualifying examination.

West Virginia:
“2Magistrate court: all magistrates must take a course in rudimentary principles of
law before assuming duties.

Federal:

“District residency is required, except in the District of Columbia, and the
Southern and Eastern Districts of NY.

“For initial appointment, must not be 70 years or older. However, a magistrate
judge may continue to serve and be reappointed after age 70 upon a majority vote
of the active district judges of the court, which is taken when the judge reaches
age 70 and upon each anniversary thereafter.

“*The bar requirement may be waived for a part-time magistrate judge if the
appointing court and the Judicial Conference of the US determine that no qualified
individual who is a member of the bar is available to serve at a specific location.
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Table 9. Judicial Nominating Commissions

Name of Commission Offices Encompassed Authorization Year Established Interim Ful Retention
Alabama Judicial Commission Jefferson County Circuit Court, Jefferson County Jefferson County,  Yes No No
Madison County Circuit and Authorization: 2 1950; Madison
District Court, Tuscaloosa Constitutional County, 1973,
County Circuit and District Amendments; Madison Mohile County,
Court, Mobile County Circuit County Authorization: 1982; Tuscaloosa
and District Court Constitutional County, 1990
Amendments and Local
Act; Mobile County
Authorization:
Constitutional
Amendment; Tuscaloosa
County Authorization:
Local Act
Alaska Judicial Council Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional and 1959 ~ Yes No
Appeals, Superior Court,and  Statutory
District Court
Arizona Commission on Appellate  Arizona Supreme Court Constitutional 1974 Yes Yes No
Court Appointments, Court of Appeals
Maricopa County Superior Court in Maricopa
Commission on Trial County
Court Appointments;; Superior Court in Pima County
Pima County
Commission on Trial
Court Appointments
Colorado Appellate Court Appellate Court Nominating Constitutional 1966 ~ Yes No
Nominating Commission, Committee: Supreme Court
Judicial District and Court of Appeals; Judicial
Nominating Commission  District Nominating Committee:
District and County Courts
(except Denver County Court)
Connecticut Judicial Selection Supreme, Appellate, and Constitutional 1986 Yes Yes Yes
Commission Superior Courts
Delaware Judicial Nominating Judicial Nominating Executive order 1979 Yes Yes Yes
Committee Magistrates ~ Committee: All, including Chief
Screening Committee Magistrate (not JOP);
Magistrate Screening
Committee: Justices of the
Peace (except Chief
Magistrate)
District of Columbia  Judicial Nomination Court of Appeals and Superior ~ Statutory 1973 ~ Yes Yes
Commission Court
Florida Supreme Court Appellate Court Nominating Appellate: Constitutional;  Appellate: 1973; Appellate:  Appellate:  Appellate:
Nominating Committee; ~ Committee, Supreme Court  Circuit Constitutional Circuit: 1973 Yes; Circuit: Yes; Circuitt No; Circuit:
District Courts of Appeal  and District Court of Appeal Yes No No
Nominating Committee;  Circuit, County Court
Circuit Judicial Nominating  Nominating Committee Circuit
Committee Judicial
Georgia Judicial Nominating Supreme Court, Court of Executive Order 1973 Yes No* No
Commission Appeals, Superior, State Court:
Allwhere Govermnor appoints or
fills vacancies
Hawaii Judicial Selection Supreme Court, Intermediate  Constitutional 1978 ~ Yes Yes
Commission Court of Appeals, Circuit,
Family, and District Courts
Idaho Judicial Council Supreme Court, Court of Statutory 1967 Yes No? No

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Appeals, and District Court
Judges
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Table 9. Judicial Nominating Commissions

Name of Commission Offices Encompassed Authorization Year Established Interim Ful Retention
Indiana Judicial Nominating Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional 1970 ~ Yes No
Commission Appeals, and Tax Court
lowa Judicial Nominating JINC: Supreme Court and JINC: Constitutional, 1962 Yes Yes No
Commission and District ~ Court of Appeals DINC: DJINC: Constitutional and
Judicial Nominating District Court statutory
Commission
Kansas Appellate: Supreme Appellate: Supreme Courtand Both: Constitutionaland ~ Appellate: 1959 Appellate:  Appellate: ~ Both: No
Courtand Court of Court of Appeals; DINC: Statutory, Statutory (IAC)  (Supreme Ct), 1976  Yes; Trial Yes; Trial
Appeals Nominating District Court and Trial Courts (Courtof Appeals);  Court: Yes Court: Yes
Commissions; Trial Court: Trial Court: 1975
District Judicial
Nominating Commission
Kentucky Judicial Nominating Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional Ratified: Nov. 1975 Yes No No
Commission Appeals, Circuit Court, and Effective: 1/76
District Court
Maryland Appellate Judicial Appellate Court Nominating Executive order 1970° Yes Appellate:  Appellate:
Nominating Commission ~ Commission: Judges of the Yes; Trial: ~ No; Trial:
and Trial Courts Judicial ~ Court of Appeals and Court of Yes Circuit: Yes
Nominating Commission  Special Appeals; Trial Courts District: No
Judicial Nominating
Commission: Judges of the
Circuit Courts and the District
Court
Massachusetts Judicial Nominating Justices of the Supreme Executive order Temporarily 1972  ~ Yes ~
Commission Judicial Court, Appeals Court,
and Trial Court of the Permanently 1975
Commonwealth; some clerk-
magistrates
Minnesota Judicial Nominating District Court Statutory ~ Yes No* No
Committee
Missouri Appellate Judicial Appellate: Supreme Courtand Constitutional Appeliate: 1940; ~ Yes No
Commission; and Circuit ~ Court of Appeals; Circuit: Circuit: varies
Judicial Commission Circuit Court
Montana Judicial Nominating Supreme Court, District Court, ~ Statutory (from earlier 1973 Yes Yes, Yes,
Committee Workers' Compensation Court, survey) Workers' Workers'
and Water Court Compensati  Compensati
on Court on Court
and Water  and Water
Courtonly  Court only
Nebraska Judicial Nominating All Nebraska courts Constitutional 1962 ~ Yes No
Commission
Nevada Commission on Judicial ~ Supreme Court and District Constitutional 1976 Yes No No
Selection Court
New Mexico Appellate Judges Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional 1988 Yes Yes No
Nominating Commission;  Appeals, District Courts, and
District Judges Metropolitan Court
Nominating Committee;
Metropolitan Court Judges
Nominating Committee
New York Court of Appeals Court of Appeals Constitutional and 1978 No Yes No
Nominating Commission Statutory
State Judicial Screening  Court of Claims Executive Order 1983 Yes Yes Yes
Committee
Departmental Judicial Appellate Divisions of Executive Order 1983 Supreme  Appellate Yes
Screening Committee Supreme Court and Supreme Courtonly  Division only
Court
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Table 9. Judicial Nominating Commissions

Name of Commission Offices Encompassed Authorization Year Established Interim Ful Retention
New York, continued  County Judicial Screening County, Surrogates', and Executive Order 1983 County, No Yes
Committee Family (outside NYC) Courts Surrogates),
Family
(outside
NYC)
Mayor's Committee onthe  Criminal, Civil, and Family Executive Order (mayor)  ~ Yes Yes No
Judiciary Courts (Criminal,
Family only)
North Dakota Judicial Nominating Supreme and District Courts ~ Constitutional: Supreme 1981 Yes No No
Committee Court and District Courts
Oklahoma Judicial Nominating Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional: Supreme 1967 Yes No No
Committee Appeals, Court of Criminal Courtand Court of
Appeals, District Court, and Criminal Appeals;
Workers' Compensation Court  Statutory: Court of
Appeals, District Court,
and Workers'
Compensation Court
Pennsylvania Office of General Counsel  Office of General Counsel Executive Order Whenneedarises  Yes No No
for Govemor Judicial Appellate Court Judges 19951
Advisory Commission Judicial Advisory Commission  (dated 2/27/95)
Trial Court Judges
Rhode Island Judicial Nominating ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Commission
South Carolina Judicial Merit Selection Supreme Court of Appeals, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Commission Circuit and Family
South Dakota Judicial Qualifications Supreme and Circuit Courts Constitutional 1980 Yes No No
Committee
Tennessee Judicial Section Supreme Court, Court of Statutory 1971 Yes No No
Appeals, Court of Criminal
Appeals
Utah Appeliate Court Supreme Court, Court of Constitutional (statutory for 1984 Yes Yes No
Nominating Commission,  Appeals, District Court, and composition)
Trial Court Nominating Juvenile Court
Commission”
Vermont Judicial Nominating Supreme, Superior, District, Constitutional and 1967 Yes Yes No
Commission and Environmental Courtsand ~ Statutory
Family Court magistrates
Wisconsin Govemor's Advisory Supreme Court, Court of Executive Order ~ Yes No No
Committee on Judicial Appeals, and Circuit Court
Selection
Wyoming Judicial Nominating Supreme, District, and County ~ Constitutional 1972 Yes Yes No
Committee Court

Note: Only those states with Judicial Nominating Commissions appear on this table.

FOOTNOTES:

Georgia:

Frequently the governor makes an initial appointment for a new judgeship,
dependent upon the legislation.

Idaho:

2If a new position is created, applicants are screened by the judicial council.

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Maryland:

3The first nominating commissions were established in 1970; however, additional
commissions have been instituted since that time and the commissions

restructured.
Minnesota:

“If a new position is created, applicants are screened by the judicial council.

Utah:

There is a trial court nominating commission for each of eight judicial districts.
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Table 10. Provisions for Mandatory Judicial Education

General Jurisdiction Judges

Initial/Pre-Bench Education Continuing Education
Mandated Annual Mandated
Required Hours Sources of Funding Required Hours Sources of Funding
Alabama ] None S u None S
Alaska None S L] None st
Arizona L] 60° SIMIT u 16 SIMIT
Arkansas 6 None S ] 12 S
California ] 168 S None SIM
Colorado m’ None S mt 15 S
Connecticut " 101° S ] 24° S
Delaware 13 None ~ [ 30 S
District of Columbia None ~ None ~
Florida ] 80 F [ ] 10 SIF
Georgia ] 12 S L] 12 S
Hawaii None ~ ] 32
Idaho None ~ u None
Illinois u None S None ~
Indiana 16 None S u 36 SIMIT
lowa 1 None S ] 15 S
Kansas ] None S ] 12 SIF
Kentucky L] 25 S (] 2518 S
Louisiana 1 None ~ [ 15 T
Maine 2 None ~ 0 None ~
Maryland u None S u 28 S
Massachusetts a None S = None S
Michigan u 56 S ] 12 S
Minnesota u None S u 15 S
Mississippi u N/S F ] 12 SIF
Missouri None S 15 S
Montana None ~ u 15 S
Nebraska None S None S
Nevada u 120 F u 12 M/F
New Hampshire ] None S ] 12 S
New Jersey ] 70 S L] 15 S
New Mexico None ~ ] 15 SIFIT
New York u 35 N/S u 12% S
North Carolina L] 15% S L] 15% S
North Dakota L] 40 S ] 15 S
Ohio None S u 20 SIMIT
Oklahoma None ~ ] 12 S
Oregon None ~ u 45% ~
Pennsylvania ] 40 S None ~
Puerto Rico u None S L] None S
Rhode Island n? None S u 10 S
South Carolina " 17 S L] 15% SIT
South Dakota None ~ ] None S
Tennessee None S u 15 S
Texas 30 s¥ n 16 SIM®
Utah u None S L] 30 S
Vermont L] 100 S u 64 S
Virginia ] 86 S L] 12 S
Washington w?? None S n 15 S
West Virginia u None S ] 15 S
Wisconsin u 30 S L] 30 S
Wyoming None ~ ] 15 S

Legend:~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated,
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Table 10. Provisions for Mandatory Judicial Education

Limited Jurisdiction Judges

Initial/Pre-Bench Education Continuing Education
Mandated Annual Mandated
Required Hours Sources of Funding Required Hours Sources of Funding

Alabama ] None S u None S
Alaska None S L] None s?
Arizona " 75* SIMIT L] 16 SIMIT
Arkansas None S u 12 S
California u 168 S u None SIM
Colorado n’ None S mt 15 S
Connecticut n 20 0 L] 15 ~10
Delaware ] 375 S u 30 S
District of Columbia ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Florida ] 80 F ] 10 M/F
Georgia ] N/S™® SIM/IF [ N/S™ SIM/IF
Hawaii None ~ u 32 S
Idaho None ~ u None S
lllinois ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Indiana 16 None SIM L] 36 SIMIT
lowa u 13 S u 15 S
Kansas u None S u 12 S
Kentucky ] 25 S [ 258 ]
Louisiana None ~ u 15 T
Maine 2 None ~ 2 None ~
Maryland u None S u 28 S
Massachusetts a None S a None ]
Michigan L] 56 S L] 12 S
Minnesota ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Mississippi L] 32 F u 18 F
Missouri None S 15 S
Montana None ~ L] None M
Nebraska None S None S
Nevada ] 80 F u 1 M/F
New Hampshire ] None S L] 12 S
New Jersey u 24 SIM u 6 SIM
New Mexico L] 40 SIF L] 15 SIF
New York L] 35 S L] 12% S
North Carolina L] 15% S L] 15% S
North Dakota u 16 M u 8 M
Ohio None S u 20 SIMIT
Oklahoma None ~ None ~
Oregon % None ~ None ~
Pennsylvania L] 1607’ S 32 S
Puerto Rico ] None S L] None S
Rhode Island n? None S [ 10 S
South Carolina L] 22 S u 15%° SIT
South Dakota None ~ u None S
Tennessee None SIM u 15 SIM
Texas 30 s¥ u 16 SIM*°
Utah u None S u 30 SIT
Vermont u 100 S u 64 S
Virginia u 86 S u 12 S
Washington n? None S n? 15 ]
West Virginia L] None S L] None S
Wisconsin u 12 M u 12 M
Wyoming None ~ u 15 S

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated,
S=State, M=Local, F=Fees, T=Tuition, m=Yes Judicial selection and service 61



Table 10. Provisions for Mandatory Judicial Education

Appellate Court Judges

Initial/Pre-Bench Education Continuing Education
Mandated Annual Mandated
Required Hours Sources of Funding Required Hours Sources of Funding

Alabama None ~ None ~
Alaska None S u None S
Arizona L] ~5 ~ L] 16 SIT
Arkansas 6 None S L] 12 S
California u None S None S
Colorado ! None ~ mt 15 S
Connecticut 1 None ~ 12 None ~
Delaware 1 None ~ [ 30 S
District of Columbia 14 None ~ 14 None ~
Florida u 40 F u 10 F
Georgia None ~ u 12 S
Hawaii None ~ None ~
Idaho None ~ u None S
lllinois None ~ None ~
Indiana 16 None S L] 36 SIT
lowa None ~ u 15 S
Kansas None S u 12 S
Kentucky None ~ L] 258 ]
Louisiana None ~ u 15 T
Maine 2 None ~ 2 None ~
Maryland u None S u 28 S
Massachusetts a None S a None ]
Michigan None ~ L] 12 S
Minnesota None S u 15 S
Mississippi L] None SIF L] 12 S/F
Missouri None S 15 S
Montana None ~ L] 15 S
Nebraska None S None S
Nevada None ~ u 12 S
New Hampshire None L] 12 S
New Jersey None ~ u 15 S
New Mexico None ~ u 15 SIFIT
New York None ~ L] 1222 ]
North Carolina None ~ [ 15% S
North Dakota None ~ u 15 S
Ohio None S u 20 SIMIT
Oklahoma None ~ 12 S
Oregon None ~ u 45 T
Pennsylvania None ~ None ~
Puerto Rico L] None S L] None S
Rhode Island n None S [ 10 S
South Carolina u 6 S u 15%° SIT
South Dakota None ~ u None S
Tennessee None S u 15 S
Texas 30 S u 16 SIM
Utah None ~ L] 30 S
Vermont L] 50 S m 64 S
Virginia None ~ 12 S
Washington None S None S
West Virginia None ~ None ~
Wisconsin None S u 30 S
Wyoming None ~ L] 15 S

Legend:~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated,
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Table 10. Provisions for Mandatory Judicial Education

FOOTNOTES:

Alaska:

Court conducts annual judicial training at the Judicial Conference—Mandatory.
CLE credits given if curriculum is co-developed with Alaska Bar Association. New
judges are sent to National Judicial College, if funding is available, in first year of
appointment to the bench.

2Magistrates have in-state training course and annual conference.

Arizona:

0One program—several days.
“One program—several days.
Done individually—varies.

Arkansas:
SAOC provides pre-bench training and all judges attend, but it is not required.

Colorado:

"Initial/pre-bench education is a one-time training.

8Continuing education is the requirement of the Colorado Bar Association, which
requires forty-five hours every three years for all members.

Connecticut:

There is no credit based requirement in Connecticut.

eynding comes from a probate administration fund. This is public money.
Although not mandatory, many new appellate judges participate in initial
appellate conferences/seminars.

2Although not mandatory, many of the appellate judges attend the annual New
England Appellate Judges Conference.

Delaware:
Bpelaware is currently developing a pre-bench orientation program for newly
appointed judges.

District of Columbia:
By statute, the Chief Judge of the Appellate Court is required to hold an annual
judicial training conference.

Georgia:
Byaries.

Indiana:
*®|nitial or pre-bench education is not required, but is provided through the Indiana
Judicial Center.

lowa:
Y0ffered but not required by law or rule. Most all new judges attend the two-day
in-state program and a three-week course at the National Judicial College.

Kentucky:
| a two-year period.

Louisiana:
strongly encouraged, but not mandatory.

Maine:

2Although neither pre-bench or continuing education is required, our Judicial
Education Committee budgets for our judges to attend courses at the National
Judicial College and elsewhere and offers a number of seminars for the education
of judges.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated,
S=State, M=Local, F=Fees, T=Tuition, m=Yes

Massachusetts:

ZThe Judicial Institute, a statutory body integrated into the organization of the
Administrative Office of the Trial Court, conducts educational and training
programs. The Judicial Institute is funded by state appropriations. The Flaschner
Institute, a non-governmental charitable corporation supported by contributions,
grants and contracts, also conducts educational programs for MA judges. While
no requirement for on-going judicial education exists, judges are mandated to
participate in specified programs and courses developed and identified on the
basis of current and future needs of the system. The number of mandated
programs varies each year.

New York:
#Bjannual cycle—24 hours are required every two years.

North Carolina:

BEvery judge in the general jurisdiction court and the limited jurisdiction court is
required to attend a course of instructional orientation for new judges within the
first year after appointment or election, which counts toward the thirty-hour
biennial continuing education requirements.

#Every justice or judge is required to complete thirty hours biennially of continuing
legal or judicial education and at least twenty hours of it shall be judicial
education.

Oregon:

same for all lawyers/judges: a mandatory CLE requirement through state bar
and rules approved by state Supreme Court. No separate “judge” CLE
requirement.

%No, none mandatory; but AOC offers a two-week “New Judge Orientation”
program that is strongly encouraged and most attend.

Pennsylvania:
#Four-week certification course and test must be completed. Members of the
Pennsylvania Bar are exempt from the course and the test.

Rhode Island:
%The pre-bench requirement is attendance at the National Judicial College.

South Carolina:
Annual Judicial Conference (8 hours).

Texas:

®There is a $1.00 assessment in all criminal convictions. This money goes into a
fund, Fund 540, which is specifically allocated for Judicial and Court Support
Personnel Training. The Court of Criminal Appeals includes in its appropriations
request to the legislature, a line item for Fund 540. These funds are then
available, through a grant application process, to various judicial education entities
in the state.

Vermont:
LContinuing education for appellate court judges, while not mandated, is available
and provided on an as-needed basis.

Washington:

%2Education requirements are set forth in judicial association by-laws. No
sanctions exist for non-compliance.
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Table 11. Judicial Performance Evaluation

Name/
Authorization

Evaluation Procedures

Evaluation Committee

Duties

Membership

Alaska

Arizona

Colorado

Connecticut

District of
Columbia

Florida

Hawaii

Alaska Judicial
Council/
Statutes:
§22.05.100
822.07.060
§22.10.150
822.15.155

Arizona Const.
Art.6,
Section 42

State
Commission on
Judicial
Performance/
§13-5.5-101

Judicial
Selection
Commission/
851-44a

D.C.
Commission on
Judicial
Disabilities and
Tenure/Title 11
Appx. IV433

Joint project of
the state
judiciary and the
Florida Bar;

supreme court

Judicial
Performance
Committee
(Supreme Court,
Rule 19)

Uses evaluation forms completed by
court participants. Only judges up for
retention election are evaluated.

Anonymous survey forms distributed

to court participants seeking

evaluation of a judge’s abilities and
skills (includes anonymous narrative
comments). Also public comment and
hearings, all of which result in a factual
report issued in the judge’s election

year.

State Commission (for appellate
judges) or District Commission (for
trial judges) prepares evaluation profile
on each judge standing for re-election

and provides this to the public.

Investigation and interview of judge’s
skills resulting in a recommendation
for reappointment or a hearing to
further examine judge’s abilities.

Written evaluation when active
associate judge declares

himself/herself a candidate, and
requests reappointment to another
fifteen year term. Committee must
determine if he/she is well qualified
(automatic reappointment); qualified
(subject to nomination and approval);

or unqualified.

A confidential means by which

attorneys can communicate perceived
strengths and weaknesses of judicial
performance, thereby assisting the
authorized by the judges in eliminating weaknesses and
enhancing strengths. Participation is

voluntary

Confidential attorney-completed

guestionnaires.
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The judicial council will conduct an
evaluation of each judge in time for
inclusion in the election pamphlet when a
judge is up for retention election. These
pamphlets are mailed to every registered

Alaskan voter.

Develop, review, and recommend written
performance standards by which judicial
performance is to be evaluated. Create
and supervise a system of periodic review
of judges. Identify areas in need of
improvement. Request public comment
on performance of all judges. Prepare a

report for voters.

Develops technigues, guidelines, and
forms for judicial evaluation and
dissemination of information to public;
develops and distributes surveys to court
participants, and promulgates rules for
effectuating duties. Performs judicial
evaluations. Colo. Rev. Stat. §813-5.5-

103, 105.

Seeks qualified candidates for the
Governor to consider nomination;
evaluates incumbent judges who seek

reappointment.

The Commission’s jurisdiction embraces
four areas: (1) a judge’s conduct
warranting disciplinary action, (2)
involuntary retirement of a judge due to a
physical or mental disability, (3) evaluation
of a judge at the end of his/her term and
who seeks reappointment to another term,
(4) fitness review of a judge who retires
and wishes to continue his/her judicial
service as a senior judge.

Committee developed the process only.
The evaluation forms go directly to the
judge, no committee reviews the
evaluations. The evaluations are
confidential under Florida Rule of Judicial
Administration 2.051(c)(4).

To improve individual judges’
performance; the provide information for
retention and appointment decisions; to
facilitate the effective assignment of
judges; to improve judicial education
programs; to help the chief justice with
administrative responsibilities.

7 members: 3 state bar
appointed attorneys; 3 non-
attorneys, and the Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court.

30 members: includes the
public, lawyers, and judges.

10 members each: 4
attorneys, 6 non-attorneys.
4 year terms.

12 members; six attorneys
and six non-attorneys
appointed by legislative
leaders.

7 members. All serve 6
year terms except the
President’s appointee who
serves a 5 year term. 1
member is appointed by the
President of the U.S.; 2 are
appointed by the Mayor, 1 of
which must be an attorney;
1 is appointed by the City
Council of D.C.; and 1 is
appointed by the Chief
Judge of the U.S. District
Court for D.C. All must be
residents of D.C.

Supreme Court special
committee on judicial
performance; 13 members
appointed by the chief
justice.

Legend: N/S=Not Stated



Table 11. Judicial Performance Evaluation

Name/ Evaluation Committee
Authorization Evaluation Procedures Duties Membership
Illinois Planning and Must be confidential. Details of Improvement of Judiciary as a whole N/S
Oversight evaluation procedure determined by through confidential evaluation. Contracts
Committee for a  contractee (currently Loyola out actual evaluation (currently Loyola
Judicial University). University).
Performance
Evaluation
Program/SCR58
Maryland Judicial Exit polling of attorneys Development and Implementation of an Eighteen members of the
Administration evaluation process State Bar Association
Section Council/
State Bar
Association
Massachusetts  Supreme Judicial Anonymous questionnaires given to Design and implement program for Supreme Judicial Court and
Court/ 211826 to court participants in a representative performance evaluation of judges. Chief Justice for
26b sample of cases. Completed Evaluate judges with 4 years experience  administration and
evaluation shall be available to judge  once every 12-18 months, evaluate judges management.
and discussed with him. with > 4 years experience every 18-36
months. Design programs for judges who
do not meet standards.
Michigan Supreme Court/  Trial Court Performance Standards Develop standards for evaluating courts. N/S
§600.238 Commission appointed by Supreme
Court to develop performance
standards.
Minnesota Joint Supreme Each judicial district has developed an The joint committee offers technical Trial and appellate court
Court, individualized process with varying assistance to judges and districts. judges
Conference of procedures. All processes are
Chief Judges, voluntary. The Appellate Court review
and Minnesota  process is expected to be
District Judges implemented in July 1999.
Association
Committee
Nebraska State Bar Survey of attorneys N/S N/S
Association
New Hampshire Trial Court Anonymous questionnaires given to Design and implement periodic judicial Administrative Judge

New Jersey

Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

Administrative
Judge

Judicial
Performance

Committee/ RGA

1:35A-1

Judicial
Evaluation
Commission

Judicial
Performance
Evaluation
Committee

Legend: N/S=Not Stated

court staff and constituents
supplemented with self-assessment
guestionnaires. Administrative Judge
reviews results with Judge being
evaluated.

During review period for a judge (about
9 months), anonymous surveys are
sent to all attorneys who appeared
before that judge and to appellate
judges who have heard a case from
that judge.

Evaluates judges every 3 years.

All judges evaluated biannually
employing “acceptable, professionally
recognized methods of data
collection.”

performance evaluations; confer with

evaluated judge, including recommended

changes, training, and education

Administer the Judicial Performance

Program; evaluate judges and educational

programs to enable judges to improve
their performance.

Performs evaluations; surveys attorneys,

peers, jurors, presiding judge, self-
evaluation. Report is discussed with
judge. Report submitted to judge and
used for self-improvement. Makes
recommendations on renomination,
promotion to the Governors, and

continuing education of judges. Evaluates
the work, productivity and judiciary load of

the courts.

Implement and administer the judicial
performance evaluation program. Goals
are to improve judiciary and judicial
education programs.

At least 6 judges, 3
attorneys, 2 members of
public with additional
number of people fixed by
Supreme Court 3-year
terms.

9 members: supreme court
judge; 1 member
experienced in
administrative/

managerial matters; and at
least 1 non-attorney; 3 year
terms.

6 judges; 3 members of
state bar; 2 members of
public familiar with judicial
system; 2 -year terms.

Judicial selection and service 65



Table 11. Judicial Performance Evaluation

Name/ Evaluation Committee
Authorization Evaluation Procedures Duties Membership

Tennessee Judicial All appellate judges evaluated using Perform evaluations; submit reports to 12 members: 4 state court
Evaluation results of evaluation surveys, personal public; conduct public interviews; submit  judges; 2 non-lawyers; 3
Commission information in a self-reporting form, copies of evaluations to judges and allow  members appointed by
expires and any other comments/information.  response. speaker of senate; 3
6/30/2002/ Final report of less than 600 words per members appointed by
8§17-4-201; 84-  judge published not less than 180 speaker of house of
29-223 days before the qualifying deadline in representatives

a general circulation daily newspaper
in specified parts of the state. Trial
judges evaluated for self-improvement

only.
Utah Utah Judicial Surveys attorneys and jurors, Determine if each judge meets standards 14 members: Chief Justice
Council with combines results with case under of performance, certify each judge who is  of Supreme Court; 12
Standing advisement, rating compliance with entitled; notify judges not entitled to members to be elected by
Committee on education standards, the code of certification; hold hearings with requesting judges of various courts;
Judicial judicial conduct and the code of judges provide information to Office of Lt. and 1 member of Board of
Performance judicial administration, as well as Governor for publication in voter Commissioners. 3-year
Evaluation/ CJA physical and mental competency to information pamphlet; provide information terms.!
R3-111 produce evaluation for certification. to appointing authority for municipal
CJA R3-110 judges. Certify commissioners and
§78-3-21 remove those not entitled from office;
Administer Judicial Evaluation Program.
Vermont Judicial Under development ° 2 2
Performance
Evaluation
Committee/
Supreme Court
charge and
designation

Note: Only those states with judicial performance evaluation appear on this table.

FOOTNOTES:

Utah:

“The evaluation of judges and court commissioners is conducted by the Utah
Judicial Council. The Standing Committee on Judicial Performance Evaluation
(SCJPE) administers the program and recommends policies and procedures for
the program. The membership of the SCJIPE is 2 lawyers, one of whom serves as
chair, 3 members of the public, 1 court commissioner and one judge from each of
five levels of court.

Vermont

2A pilot program was implemented. The Judicial Performance Evaluation
Committee is now reviewing the results of the pilot program.

3The pilot program used attorney questionnaires, litigant exit surveys, self-
assessment, and caseload management reports.
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Table 12. Judicial Discipline: Investigating and Adjudicating Bodies

Number of:
Appeals from Name of Final Point at Which
Lay Adjudication Are Disciplining Reprimands Are
Investigating Body Judges Lawyers  Persons Adjudicating Body Filed with: Body Made Public
Alabama Judicial Inquiry 3 2 2 Court of the Supreme Court  Court of the Filing of
Committee Judiciary Judiciary complaint with
Court of the
Judiciary
Alaska Committee on 3 3 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing of
Judicial Conduct Court recommendation
with Supreme
Court
Arizona Commission on 6 2 3 Commission on No appeal Supreme Commission on
Judicial Conduct Judicial Conduct Court Judicial Conduct
determines if
there is probable
cause to bring
formal charges.
Arkansas Judicial Discipline 3 3 3 Commission Supreme Court  Supreme At disposition of
and Disability Court case
Committees
California Committee on 5 2 2 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme Upon filing of
Judicial Court record by
Performance committee with
Supreme Court
Colorado Committee on 4 2 4 Commission on No appeal Supreme Adjudication
Judicial Discipline Judicial Discipline Court
Connecticut Judicial Review 3 3 6 Judicial Review Supreme Court  Supreme Public censure is
Council Council; Supreme Court issued at least 10
Court days after notice
to the judge,
Council on Probate 2 1 2 Council on Probate Supreme Court  Supreme provided that if
Judicial Conduct Judicial Conduct Court the judge
appeals, there is
an automatic stay
of disclosure.
Delaware Preliminary 0 4 2 Court on the No appeal Court on the Upon issuance of
Committee of the Judiciary Judiciary opinion and
Court on the imposition of
Judiciary sanction
Investigatory 7 0 0
Committee of the
Court on the
Judiciary
District of Commission on 1 4t 2! Commission on Federal judge Committee on  Filing of order
Columbia Judicial Disabilities Judicial Disabilities panel 3 Judicial. with D.C. Court of
and Tenure and Tenure appointments by Disabilities Appeals 2
chief justice of and Tenure
Supreme Court
Florida Judicial 6° 2 5 Judicial No appeal Supreme Filing of formal
Qualifications Qualifications Court® charges by
Commission Commission* Committee with
Supreme Court
Clerk
Georgia Judicial 2 3 2 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme Formal Hearing
Qualifications Court
Commission

Legend: ~=Not applicable
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Table 12. Judicial Discipline: Investigating and Adjudicating Bodies

Number of:
Appeals from Name of Final Point at Which
Lay Adjudication Are Disciplining Reprimands Are
Investigating Body Judges Lawyers  Persons Adjudicating Body Filed with: Body Made Public
Hawaii Commission on 0 3 4 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Imposition of
Judicial Conduct Court public discipline
by Supreme
Court
Idaho Judicial Council 2 2 3 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme Filing with
Court Supreme Court
lllinois Judicial Inquiry 2 3 4 Courts Commission No appeal Courts Filing of
Board Commission  complaint by
Judicial Inquiry
Board to Courts
Commission
Indiana Judicial 1 3 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Institution of
Qualifications Court Formal
Committee Proceedings
lowa Commission on 1 2 4 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Application by the
Judicial Court commission to
Qualifications the Supreme
Court
Kansas Commission on 4 3 2 Supreme Court Supreme Court  Supreme Reprimand is
Judicial Court published by
Qualifications Supreme court if
approved by
Supreme Court.
Kentucky Judicial Retirement 3 1 2 Judicial Retirement Supreme Court  Judicial Application of
and Removal and Removal Retirement judge under
Commission Commission and Removal investigation
Commission
Louisiana Judiciary 3 3 3 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme After final
Commission Court disposition by
Supreme Court
Maine Committee on 2 2 3 Supreme Judicial No appeal Supreme Filing of report to
Judicial Court Judicial Court  Supreme Judicial
Responsibility and Court
Disability
Maryland Commission on 4 2 1 Court of Appeals ~ Court of Filing of record by
Judicial Disabilities Appeals Committee to
Court of Appeals
Massachusetts Commission on 3 3 3 Supreme Judicial ~ Supreme After final
Judicial Conduct Court Judicial Court  disposition of
complaint
Michigan Judicial Tenure 5 2 2 Supreme Court Supreme Court  Supreme Filing of formal
Commission Court complaint by
commission with
Supreme Court
Minnesota Board of Judicial 3 2 4 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme Filing of formal
Standards Court charges by
Committee with
Supreme Court
Mississippi Commission on 4 1 2 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Recommendation
Judicial Court of Commission to
Performance Supreme Court
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Table 12. Judicial Discipline: Investigating and Adjudicating Bodies

Number of:
Appeals from Name of Final Point at Which
Lay Adjudication Are Disciplining Reprimands Are
Investigating Body Judges Lawyers  Persons Adjudicating Body Filed with: Body Made Public
Missouri Commission on 2 2 2 Commission on Supreme Court  Supreme Filing of
Retirement, Retirement, Court recommendation
Removal and Removal and by Committee to
Discipline Discipline Supreme Court
Montana Judicial Standards 2 1 2 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme Filing of record by
Commission Court Committee with
Supreme Court
Nebraska Commission on 4 3 3 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme Filing of
Judicial Court complaint
Qualification instigating formal
hearing
Nevada Commission on 2 2 3 Commission on Supreme Court  Commission  Upon filing of
Judicial Discipline Judicial Discipline on Judicial report by
Discipline Committee and
service upon
judge
New Committee on 4 2 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Final written
Hampshire Judicial Conduct Court opinion and
judgment
ordering
disciplinary action
or if subject of the
complaint has
received a total of
three or more
private
reprimands, or
other informal
adjustments
during the four
years preceding
the filing of the
most recent
complaint
New Jersey Advisory 2 (retired) 3 (min) 4 (max) Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing of
Committee on Court presentment by
Judicial Conduct Committee with
Supreme Court
New Mexico Judicial Standards 2 2 5 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing of record by
Commission Court Commission with
Supreme Court
New York Commission on 4 1 2 Commission on Court of Appeals Commission  Completion of
Judicial Conduct Judicial Conduct on Judicial service of record
Conductand  on respondent
Court of
Appeals
North Carolina  Judicial Standards 3 2 2 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme Upon
Commission Court recommendation
of Commission to
Supreme Court
North Dakota ~ Commission on 2 1 4 Supreme Court ~ Supreme At formal hearing
Judicial Conduct Court

Legend: ~=Not applicable
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Table 12. Judicial Discipline: Investigating and Adjudicating Bodies

Number of:
Appeals from Name of Final Point at Which
Lay Adjudication Are Disciplining Reprimands Are
Investigating Body Judges Lawyers  Persons Adjudicating Body Filed with: Body Made Public
Ohio Board of 7 17 4 Board of Supreme Court ~ Supreme Adjudication
Commissioners on Commissioners on Court
Grievance and Grievance and
Discipline 6 Discipline
Oklahoma Court on the 8 1 0 Court on the Court on the Court onthe  Filing with clerk of
Judiciary Trial Judiciary Trial Judiciary Judiciary the Appellate
Division Council Division Division Appellate Court
. . . . Division
Council on Judicial 0 2 1 Council on Judicial no appeal
Complaints Complaints
Oregon Commission of 3 3 3 Commission on Supreme Court ~ Commission Recommended
Judicial Fitness and Judicial Fitness and on Judicial by Commission to
Disability Disability Fitness and Supreme Court
Disability
w/Supreme
Court
Pennsylvania  Judicial Inquiry and 3 1 1 Judicial Inquiry and Supreme Court ~ Supreme Recommended
Review Board Review Board Court by Judicial Inquiry
and Review
Board
Puerto Rico Disciplinary and ~ 5 1 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing of formal
Service Court complaint by
Commission Attorney General
with Discipline
Commission
Rhode Island  Commission on 4 (+3 from 3 3 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme When Supreme
Judicial Tenure and  General Court Court affirms a
Discipline Assembly) recommendation
for reprimand or
removal
South Carolina Board of 8 2 2 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Adjudication
Commissioners on Court
Judicial Standards
South Dakota  Judicial 2 3 2 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme Filing with the
Qualifications Court Supreme Court
Commission
Tennessee Court of the 9 3 2 Court of the Supreme Court, Court of the Filing of
Judiciary Judiciary then General Judiciary complaint in
Assembly Appellate Court
Clerk's office
Texas State Commission 5 2 4 Supreme Court, Supreme Court  Supreme Ct.  Convening of
on Judicial Conduct Commission on Committee on formal hearing by
Judicial Conduct, or Judicial the Commission
review tribunal Conduct, or on Judicial
consisting of review tribunal Conduct
Justices of Courts consisting of
of Appeals Justices of the
Courts of
Appeals
Utah Judicial Conduct 1 3 2’ Supreme Court No appeal Supreme After final
Commission Court disposition
Vermont Judicial Conduct 2 2 3 Supreme Court Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing of formal
Board Court charges by Board
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Table 12. Judicial Discipline: Investigating and Adjudicating Bodies

Number of:
Appeals from Name of Final Point at Which
Lay Adjudication Are Disciplining Reprimands Are
Investigating Body Judges Lawyers  Persons Adjudicating Body Filed with: Body Made Public
Virginia Judicial Inquiry and 3 2 2 Supreme Court Supreme Court  Supreme Filing of formal
Review Court complaint by
Commission Committee with
Supreme Court
Washington Commission on 3 2 6 Supreme Court No appeal Committee on Beginning of fact
Judicial Conduct Judicial finding hearing by
Conduct or Committee
Supreme
Court
West Virginia  Judicial 2 (+one 2 3 Judicial Hearing JHB Supreme Upon decision by
Investigation magistrate Board (JHB) recommends to  Court of Supreme Court of
Committee and + one SCA® Appeals8 Appeals
Judicial Hearing family law
Board master)
Wisconsin Judicial 2 2 5 Supreme Court’ No appeal Supreme Filing of petitioner
Commission Court formal complaint
by Judicial
Commission
w/Supreme Court
Wyoming Judicial 2 2 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme Filing with
Supervisory Court Supreme Court
Commission
Federal Chief judges and Varies 0 0 Chief judges and Judicial councils  Judicial After final
judicial councils of judicial councils of  of respective councils of disposition(a)
respective circuits respective circuits'’ circuits and respective
judicial circuits and
conference of judicial
us® conference of
USlO
FOOTNOTES

District of Columbia:
'Plus 3 alternates, 1 from each category.

20Only in cases involving removal or suspension wherein the Chief Justice appoints
a 3 member federal judge panel to review commission's recommendations.

Florida:
3Two judges of each of the District Courts of Appeal, Circuit, and County courts.

“The Judicial Qualifications Commission investigates and recommends to the
Supreme Court for discipline or removal.

*The Supreme Court power of removal is alternative and cumulative to the power
of impeachment and suspension by the Governor and senate.

Ohio:
®Initial review by panel of 3 commissioners.

Utah:
7 Supreme Court, at its discretion, may include 2 members of House, and 3
special members.

West Virginia:
8Same for both the Commission and Judicial Hearing Board.

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Wisconsin:

°The Judicial Conduct and Disability Panel, through an ad hoc 3-judge panel (2
must be Court of Appeals, 1 can be a retired, reserve judge or Court of Appeals
judge) appointed as a hearing examiner, makes a report to the Supreme Court.

Federal :

The Chief Judge of the federal judicial circuit renders the initial determination
whether a complaint will be dismissed or investigated. The judicial council for the
circuit reviews chief judge dismissals and adjudicates whether and what discipline
is appropriate regarding an investigated complaint. The Judicial Conference of
the United States, through a standing committee, reviews circuit judicial council
resolutions following investigation.

Judicial selection and service 71



PART IlII: The judicial branch: governance, funding, and administration
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Each state, like the federal government, has an
independent judicial branch. Generally, either the Court
of Last Resort (13 states) or the Chief Justice of the
Court of Last Resort (36 states) is the designated head
of the judicial branch. In one state, Utah, the Judicial
Council is the designated head (Table 13).

The formulation of rules for court procedure is basic to
the governance of the judicial branch. Table 14 indicates
whether the COLR has rule-making authority for some
key procedural areas, and also whether that authority
stems from the state constitution, statute law, or is an
inherent power of the courts as an independent branch
of government. Where statute law is the source of
authority, the state legislature has delegated rule-making
authority to the COLR. The table also indicates where
rule-making is the preserve of the legislative branch.
The specific areas covered in Table 14 are appellate
procedure, civil procedure, criminal procedure, attorney
discipline, court costs, judicial discipline, appellate
administrative rules, and trial court administrative rules.

The federal judicial branch and many state judicial
branches incorporate councils or conferences in either a
policy-making or advisory capacity. Table 15 lists the
relevant bodies by name and cites their purpose,
composition, frequency of meeting, and tenure of
membership. Notable characteristics include the
presence of non-judges as members and the source of
the authority for the council or conference’s role. Most
councils or conferences were established by statute, but
several are explicitly established in the state constitution,
and still others by a COLR rule.

Twenty states have a compensation commission that
examines and reports on the salaries of judges.
Fourteen of these commissions have broader mandates,
also examining and reporting on non-judicial public
officials. Six states have created commissions
specifically for judicial compensation review. Table 16
identifies each commission’s authorization, year
established, scope of authority, membership, meeting
schedule, reporting structure, and the effect of its
recommendations.

Preparation of the judicial branch budget is explained in
Table 17. In most states the Administrative Office of the
Courts prepares the judicial branch budget (33 states,
D.C., and Puerto Rico), generally followed by a review of
budget submissions by the state’s COLR. The situation
in many states is complex, and this is reflected in the
number of footnotes appended to the table. Table 17
focuses on the role of the executive branch in submitting
and possibly amending the judicial branch budget. Itis
rare for the judicial branch budget to be filed as a
separate appropriation bill (14 states). In most states it
is either included in a general appropriation bill or
included in one of several bills. Finally, the table provides

an estimate of the percentage of the total state budget
accounted for by the judicial branch in each state.

The coverage of state funding varies substantially among
states, especially in reference to trial court expenditures.
Table 18 lists 17 expenditure areas for each trial court
system in a state and explains whether the source of
funding is state, county, other local government, or fees.
Each court system is identified as being either a court of
general jurisdiction or a court of limited jurisdiction.
Some types of expenditures are funded through several
sources. Where state funding is applicable, the table
shows the percentage that is provided from that source.
The last column of the table indicates the total amount of
state funding provided for each trial court and the
percentage of total expenditure that is provided by the
state. In using this table it should be noted that it refers
only to the funding of trial courts, and is therefore not
directly comparable to the information in Table 17, which
describes the entire judicial branch budget. Table 18
does highlight some important differences in the scope
of state judicial branches, specifically whether they
encompass functions such as child support enforcement,
juvenile probation and detention, or indigent defense.
Such differences in scope, along with differences in
which expenditures are state funded and which are
locally funded or fee supported, explain to a substantial
extent, differences in the magnitude of the judicial branch
budget.

Every state has a central office that has day to day
administrative responsibilities for the state courts. The
head of that office, the state court administrator, is
usually an appointee of the state judiciary, with the chief
justice or the COLR exercising the appointment
authority. The administrative office’s role in the budget
process was described in Table 17. A more
comprehensive description of what administrative offices
do is provided in Tables 19 and 20, which indicate the
nature of the responsibility of the administrative office for
21 functional areas relating to a state’s appellate courts
(Table 19) and 22 functional areas relating to a state’s
trial courts (Table 20). Where the administrative office
has total or partial responsibility for a functional area, the
number of full-time equivalent staff assigned to that
function is given. The last column of the table reports
the number of authorized and funded staff in the
administrative office, expressed as full-time equivalent
positions. The size of the administrative office staff
reflects both the degree to which there is centralized
coordination of key functions and the allocation of some
substantial responsibilities, such as juvenile probation, to
the administrative office of the courts.

More courts are taking advantage of technology to

automate their information systems. Most states have a
uniform case management system at the appellate level.
Table 21 indicates which courts within each state have a
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Table 13. Governance of the Judicial Branch

Who is the head of the judicial
branch?

What authority establishes the
head of the judicial branch?

Source of Authority

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas

California
Colorado
Connecticut

Delaware
District of Columbia

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
lowa

Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina
North Dakota

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

South Carolina
South Dakota

Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Federal

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Judge of Court of Appeals

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Court of Appeals
Supreme Judicial Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Supreme Court

Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Supreme Court
Chief Judge of Court of Appeals
Supreme Court
Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Supreme Court
Supreme Court

Judicial Council

Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Supreme Court

Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Supreme Court

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Constitution
Constitution
Constitution
Statute

Constitution
Constitution
Statute

Constitution
Statute

Constitution
Constitution
Constitution

Constitution
Constitution
Statute
Statute

Constitution/Statute
Constitution

Constitution

Statute

Constitution
Constitution/Statute
Constitution

Statute

Statute

Constitution
Constitution

Constitution
Constitution
Constitution
Constitution
Constitution
Constitution
Constitution/Statute
Statute

Constitution
Constitution
Statute

Constitution
Constitution/Statute

Statute

Constitution
Constitution

Judicial Branch Rule/Statute
Constitution /Statute

Constitution

Constitution
Constitution

Statute

Constitution
Constitution
Constitution/Statute

US Constitution

AL Const. AM 328 §6.10
AK Const Art IV 8§16

AZ Const Art VI 83
A.C.A. §16-10-101

CA Const Art VI 86
CO Const Art VI 85
C.G.A. §51-1b(a)

DE Const Art IV 8§13
DC §11-1701

FL Const Art V §2
GA Const Art 6 89 Para. 1
HI Const Art VI §6

ID Const Art 5, 86

IL Const Art 6 8§16

IC §33-13-14-2

lowa Code §602.1201

KS Const Art 11l 81; K.S. §20-101
KY Const §110(5)(b)

LA Const Art V 86

4M.R.S.A. 81

MD Const Art IV §18B

MGL C.h.211 83; Const. Pt I, Art. 29
MI Const Art VI §3-4

MS §2.724 Subd. 4

MSC §9-3-61; §9-3-39; §9-21-3

MO Const Art V 84

MT Const Art VII §2

NE Const Art V 81

NV Const Art VI §19
NH Const Pt.2 Art. 73-A
NJ Const Art 6 87 Pt. 1
NM Const Art 6 §3

NY Const Art VI §28

NC Const Art IV 813; NCGS §7A-33,34

NDCC §27-02-05.1

OH Const Art IV 85
OK Const Art 7 86
ORS §1.002 (1)

PA Const Art V §10
PR Const Art 587; T.4 Appl-A R.7

RI GL §8-15-2

SC Const Art V 84
SD Const Art 5 811-12

TCA 16-3-501-502; S. Ct. R. 11
TX Const Art 5 831; Gov. §74.021

UT Const Art 8 812

VT Const Ch. Il §30
VA Const Art VI 84

RCWA 8§2.04.190

WYV Const Art 8 83

WI Const Art 7 84 (3)

WY Const Art 5 82; W.S. §5-2-102

US Const Art Il §1-2
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Table 14. The Rule Making Authority of Courts of Last Resort by Specific Areas

Trial Court
Costs and Rules of Rules of
Appellate Civil Criminal Attorney Fees Judicial Administration in ~ Administration in
Procedure Procedure Procedure Discipline Assessments  Discipline  Appellate Courts Trial Courts

Alabama [ [ [@ [@ L/sicnt L/SICI [ [
Alaska c? C C I L/sic? L/cht C C
Arizona C C C I s/c? c s/C s/C
Arkansas Cl (@] C/l C L C C C
California L/S/® L’ L’ Sl L C L8 L8
Colorado o] cll cll C L C o] c/n®
Connecticut 1% ~1 ~12 ~18 L L L/C/I*® ~17.18
Delaware Sl c/l cll I L/cn®® C c/l C
Dist. of Columbia S s® ] S -2 ~2 S -~
Florida C C C C L L/s* C C
Georgia L/c® L L C L C c?® c”
Hawaii sIC/ o]l cl cl L8 C s/C/ s/C/
Idaho s/C s/C SIC/ S L C s/C/ s/C
lllinois L/sic® L/s® L/s C L C C c*
Indiana C C C C L C C C
lowa L/sicn® L/s®® L/s/c S/ L L/s/ch L/C s/c/
Kansas SIClI L/s/cii®* L/sicn® S/Ci L s/c/ s/c/ s/c/
Kentucky C C C C L/s® C C C
Louisiana L/cn3® L/sIcn® L/sicn® cl L3 o] L/C/1®® L/C/1®®
Maine s/c/ s/c/ SIC/ SIC/ S s/C/ s/c/ s/c/
Maryland sIClI s/c/ s/Cl ] L/SN® s/C/ s/c/ s/c/
Massachusetts S/* L/sn* L/s/* I L4 S/ I SN+
Michigan C C C C L C C C
Minnesota | | S/l S/C/I L S/l | |
Mississippi 44 I I I L I I I
Missouri L/c* L/c* L/c* I S L/Ss* c C
Montana C C C C L C C C
Nebraska cll cll cll c/l I (o]} Cll
Nevada C C C L L/c¥ L C C
New Hampshire C C C S/IC S/C C C C
New Jersey C C C C L/s® s/C C C
New Mexico cll cll cll cll L Cll Cll Cll
New York L/s* L/s L/S L L L5° cot C
North Carolina C L/S/C5? L/s/C® L/S/5® L L/sns C L/SIC/I%®
North Dakota C C C S L S C C
Ohio C C C cl L o] c®® c®®
Oklahoma s/ci s/c/ s/ch s/ch L s/c/ s/C/ s/c/
Oregon S L5 L L/S®® L/S%® ] S S
Pennsylvania s/C s/C s/C s/C L/sic® L s/C s/C
Puerto Rico S L/c8t L/c8t I L C C C
Rhode Island S S S S L S S S
South Carolina ! L L/SICN®? S/Ci L s/c/ s/c/ s/c/
South Dakota L/SIC L/cn®® L/s/c® C L C L/s/c® C
Tennessee L/sn® L/sn® L/SN® ] L/SN L/sne’ S/ L/sN®
Texas S sIC L S L C sIC s/c™
Utah L/c™ L/c™ L/c™t C L L/s/Ch™ c” C
Vermont C C C C L C C C
Virginia L/sic™ L/sic™ L/s/ic™ L/S™ L/S™ L/s™ L/sIC™® L/sIC™®
Washington sl Sl sl sl Sl o]l Sl Sl
West Virginia C L/s/cin™ L/sicn™ s/Cl L cll s/ci s/c/
Wisconsin L/SN® L/SN® L/si® cl 81 L/C/182:83 o] o]
Wyoming s/C/I s/C/I s/ich S L/S/C/B C Ss/C/I Cll
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FOOTNOTES:

Alabama:

*Although court costs are generally assessed pursuant to legislation, the supreme
court has established fees by rule in certain instances (i.e., transcript fees,
appellate docket fees, docket fees for post-conviction petitions, etc.).

Alaska:

2Supreme court has the authority to adopt rules governing practice and
procedures in state courts. Legislature has the power to amend rules, but not
adopt them.

3Legislature can set court fees and surcharges for filing and court use; COLR sets
awards of attorneys’ fees and costs.

“Constitution sets powers and duties of Judicial Conduct Commission and the
basis for judicial disqualification is established by law. Code of Judicial Conduct is
promulgated by the supreme court.

Arizona:
SSupreme court establishes all rules, but does not establish fees unless given
statutory authority.

California:

SAlso, the Judicial Council has policy setting and rule making authority. The
Council’s rules must be consistent with any statutes passed by the legislature.
The court may adopt rules for its own procedures not inconsistent with the rules of
the Council or statute.

"Legislature is higher authority. Council rules must not be inconsistent with
statute.

8Also, the Judicial Council has the authority.

Colorado:
°Rules are established by the supreme court, however some may be modified at
the district level.

Connecticut:

980th the appellate court and supreme court have input into the Rules of
Appellate Procedure.

"The superior court judges establish the rules of civil procedure.

2The superior court judges establish the rules of criminal procedure.
BConnecticut Superior Court has adopted Rules of Professional Conduct for
attorneys. Additionally, the court has adopted Grievance Rules to be followed for
discipline of attorneys.

“Court costs are assessed by the courts. The superior court has the ability to
charge fees in connection with the regulation of attorneys.

®Connecticut has adopted the Code of Judicial Conduct. There also exists a
Judicial Review Council within the legislative branch that examines the conduct of
judicial officers.

!%Connecticut does not have formal “rules of administration” in appellate courts.
The supreme court (highest appellate court) and the appellate court (intermediate
level appellate court) are served by the same administrative offices and by one
appellate clerk’s office. There is one chief administrative judge for the appellate
courts.

The superior court does not have formal “rules of administration”. The chief
court administrator directly and through the Court Operations’ Division issues
administrative policies for the trial courts and the judicial branch.

Bsuperior court—the statutes designate the powers and duties of the chief court
administrator who serves at the pleasure of the chief justice of the supreme court.

Delaware:
®Court costs and fees are set by statute for justice of the peace courts. All other
courts fees and costs are set by individual court rules.

District of Columbia:

The trial court establishes its own rules of civil procedure. If there is a conflict
with federal rules, the appeals court establishes rules.

2Trial courts establish their own rules concerning trial court costs and fees.
Authority granted to trial court by statute.

2As a part of the Home Rule Charter for the District of Columbia, the DC
Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure was created. The responsibility
for judicial discipline resides with the Commission.

ZTrial courts make their own rules of administration under statutory authority
provided to them. Some rules are also based on inherent authority.

Legend: L=Legislature; S=Statutory;
C=Constitutional; I=Inherent; ~=Not applicable

Florida:

2Judicial Qualifications Commission, established by the Florida constitution,
adopts rules, such as its proceedings on judicial discipline. Court of last resort
establishes Code of Judicial Conduct.

Georgia:

%The supreme court shall have full power and authority to make all rules. It may,
by rules, provide and declare when the court shall sit, how its minutes shall be
kept, and how the cases on its dockets shall be apportioned; and it generally may
make all regulations as to practice and procedure.

#Also for the court of appeals.

Z'Wwith the advice of the trial court council.

Hawaii:
BThe legislature has given the supreme court the authority to modify and add to
statutory fees.

lllinois:

General rules apply to both civil and criminal proceedings. The rules on
proceedings in the trial court, together with the Civil Practice Law and the Code of
Criminal Procedure, govern all proceedings in the trial court, except procedures
regulated by statute. The rules on appeals govern all appeals.

*The supreme court has power to make rules of pleading, practice and procedure
for the circuit, appellate and supreme courts. Subject to the rules of the supreme
court, the circuit and appellate courts may make rules regulating their dockets,
calendars, and business. General rules apply to both civil and criminal
proceedings. The rules on proceedings in the trial court, together with the Civil
Practice Law and the Code of Criminal Procedure, govern all proceedings in the
trial court, except those regulated by statute. The rules on appeals govern all
appeals.

*These provisions govern the procedures for all criminal proceedings except
where provision is specifically provided by law. General rules apply to both civil
and criminal proceedings. The rules on proceedings in the trial court, together
with the Civil Practice Law and the Code of Criminal Procedure, govern all
proceedings in the trial court, except those procedures regulated by statute. The
rules on appeals govern all appeals.

32Supreme Court Rule 21(b) allows chief judges to enter orders relating to the
assignment of judges, times of holding court, etc. Trial judges in each circuit also
adopt local administrative rules, usually by a majority vote.

lowa:

Fstatutory—The lowa Constitution makes a general jurisdictional statement
granting to the COLR “supervisory and administrative control over all inferior
judicial tribunals.” The legislature codified what that meant to include procedural
rule-making authority and disciplinary power over judges and attorneys.

Kansas:
3 Legislature creates rules for civil procedure; COLR makes case law.

Kentucky:
FLegislature set fines, most fees. Supreme court can set filing fees, must notify
legislature when changing them.

Louisiana:

%Legislature establishes procedure through the enactment of the Louisiana
Revised Statutes. Courts promulgate the Uniform Rules of Appellate Procedure
sanctioned by the supreme court.

"The legislature has the constitutional authority to establish limits on fees and
costs. However, statutes also allow the supreme court to establish costs and fees
in certain circumstances.

%egislature establishes rules of administration for appellate courts through
enactment of statutes. Supreme court has the constitutional inherent authority to
also establish rules of administration.

Maryland:
%Both have equal power.
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Massachusetts:

“It has never been determined whether procedural rule making authority
ultimately resides in the courts, i.e., the supreme judicial court, or in the
legislature. Since the mid-1970s a cooperative relationship has developed
between the judicial and legislative branches with respect to the adoption of court
rules in appropriate circumstances and the enactment or repeal, as necessary, of
corollary legislation.

“The supreme judicial court has not established court fees and costs by court
rule. The legislature has, at times, established court costs and fees by statute
and, at other times, has delegated such authority to judicial personnel.

“2The supreme judicial court has adopted, as a court rule, the Code of Judicial
Conduct. The legislature has established, by statute, the Commission on Judicial
Conduct to investigate allegations of judicial misconduct, including violation of the
Code of Judicial Conduct. The Commission adopts its own rules subject to the
approval of the supreme judicial court.

“Statutory rule making authority is dispersed throughout the judicial department.
However, all such rules must be approved by the supreme judicial court.

Mississippi:
“Under all categories, legislative enactments, which do not impede any court-
ordered rules, are allowed.

Missouri:

“*The Missouri Constitution provides the rules of practice and procedure, with
limited exceptions, may be adopted by the supreme court. The general assembly
may amend any such rule in a bill limited to that purpose.

“5The Commission on Retirement, Removal and Discipline investigates
allegations of misconduct. It is a constitutional body. The basis for discipline is
stated in the constitution. Violations of the Codes of Ethics may constitute
grounds for discipline if within the constitutional language. The supreme court
reviews commission recommendations for discipline and makes the final decision.
Impeachment is an alternative means of discipline.

Nevada:

“"The court has the authority to establish rules through the adoption of court rules.
The legislature has the ability to establish rules by enacting legislation concerning
trial court costs and fees assessments.

New Jersey:
“8The court has exercised authority to set costs and fees when the statute
specifically gives the court that authority.

New York:

“9“The power to promulgate rules of practice and procedure in the courts of the
New York State Unified Court System—both trial and appellate; both civil and
criminal—is placed in the legislature. (Art. VI, 830 of the State Const.), which in
turn has the power to delegate that authority to a court. The legislature has
enacted a comprehensive series of practice and procedure statutes for all courts,
both civil and criminal, and has also delegated, by statute, to the court of appeals,
each appellate division, and to the chief administrator of the courts the power to
promulgate additional rules of practice and procedure not inconsistent with
statute. Individual trial courts retain the power to enact their own rules as long as
they are consistent with statute and general rules (as set forth in Art. VI, §30).
0Judicial discipline is regulated and enforced by an independent State
Commission on Judicial Conduct (State Const., Art. VI, §22).

*'Rules of administration for both the trial and appellate courts are established by
the chief administrator of the courts on behalf of the chief judge of New York State
(State Const., Art. VI, §28). The chief judge has delegated back to the appellate
courts the power to adopt most administrative rules for their respective courts; the
chief administrator’s rules predominantly affect the trial courts.

North Carolina:

2Authority to make rules of procedure and practice for the trial courts is
constitutionally placed with the general assembly which has delegated this
authority to the supreme court, as allowed for in the constitutional provision.
%3The NC State Bar, established by statute, makes rules regarding attorney
discipline that are subject to certain review of the chief justice of the supreme
court.

**The legislature has delineated the grounds for censure or removal; the supreme
court is authorized, by rule, to prescribe standards of judicial conduct. The
legislature also has established the Judicial Standards Commission to investigate
allegations of judicial misconduct and to make recommendations for disciplinary
action to the supreme court.

*The senior resident superior court judge and the chief district court judge have
statutory and constitutional administrative authorities over the trial courts in their
districts. The court of last resort also has supervisory authorities.
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Ohio:

Legislature creates the courts and boundaries, creates judgeships and makes
other statutory provision. Rules of operation are promulgated by the supreme
court.

Oregon:

5"Although, there is a Council of Court Procedures that makes the changes,
legislature can do nothing until they go into effect. Or through other statutory
changes, legislature makes amendments to the rules, as they are part of the
statutes.

*8Some requirements are statutory—e.g., minimum standards. The actual
authority is with supreme court (through bar association committees usually) to
approve the detailed rules and changes.

*Filing fees are statutory. Fees for certain incidental charges, e.g., costs of
duplicating tapes, test costs, etc. are by chief justice order pursuant to statutory
authority.

Pennsylvania:

%The supreme court enacts these rules to ensure the efficient and effective
administration of justice. In general, the legislature enacts cost and fee legislation
to implement newly passed initiatives.

Puerto Rico:
1The constitution authorizes the supreme court to establish the rules. The rules
should be submitted to the legislature for approval.

South Carolina:

2SC Code §14-3-950 requires rules governing practice and procedure in all
courts be submitted to the judiciary committees of both houses. They become
effective ninety days after submission unless disapproved by 3/5 of the members
of each house voting.

South Dakota:
%The supreme court has authority to adopt rules of practice and procedure which
may then be amended by the legislature.

Tennessee:

5By legislative authority, the supreme court appoints an advisory commission on
rules of appellate procedure. Revisions are adopted by court order and sent to
legislature for approval. The court of appeals, supreme court and court of criminal
appeals may make and amend rules governing practice not inconsistent with
rules.

SAdvisory committee, statutorily created but appointed by supreme court,
recommends or submits revisions to supreme court. The court then adopts by
court order and introduces to legislature for joint resolution passage.
Legislature by statute and court rules.

5’Gives authority to supreme court.

8And also for intermediate courts.

%Legislature authorizes court to establish.

Texas:

"“Supreme court has the authority to establish rules of administration in trial
courts. However, the supreme court must request the advice of the court of
criminal appeals before adopting rules affecting the administration of criminal
justice.

Utah:

"The supreme court can adopt and amend rules of procedure. The legislature
can amend rules of procedure by a 2/3 majority of both houses.

"?The supreme court adopts and amends the Code of Judicial Conduct. The
legislature provides for the composition and procedures of the Judicial Conduct
Commission. The supreme court reviews the orders of the Judicial Conduct
Commission.

"Rules of administration are the exclusive responsibility of the Utah Judicial
Council.

Virginia:

"“The court can establish rules which do not conflict with statutory provisions.
">The supreme court can promulgate only rules which are consistent with
enactments of the legislature.

"*The legislature has delegated to the supreme court the authority to set the
amount for certain offenses if they are “pre-paid” before trial.

""The supreme court promulgates canons of judicial discipline.

"8The court can make rules not consistent with legislative enactments.

Legend: L=Legislature; S=Statutory;
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West Virginia:
"Legislature may do so, but court rules may supersede.

Wisconsin:

89The legislature and the court of last resort have independent and
complementary roles. Section 751.12 Wisconsin statutes.

8Rules concerning trial court costs and fee assessments are the exclusive
domain of the legislature with the exception of the hourly rate of court appointed
counsel which is set by supreme court rule.

%2The rules do not overlap. The legislature establishes the procedures for
investigation. The court of last resort establishes the Code of Judicial Conduct.
%The legislature makes its rules of judicial discipline under constitutional
authority. The court of last resort makes its rules of judicial discipline under
constitutional and inherent authority.

Wyoming:
8What the legislature prescribes in terms of fees and costs governs; however,
absent legislature preemption, the supreme court has established court costs.

Legend: L=Legislature; S=Statutory;
C=Constitutional; I=Inherent; ~=Not applicable The judicial branch 79



Table 15. Judicial Councils and Conferences: Composition and Function

Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Freguency Tenure
Alabama Judicial Statute Studies judicial systems; make 6 from Alabama House; 6 from Reports as Term of office. Attomey
System Study recommendations for Alabama Senate; Judicial Conference  Commission General may replace his
Commission improvement of administration  Legal Advisor to Govemor; Lt. deems necessary  staff member at any time
of justice to legislature. Govemor; Speaker of House; 1
member attomey general's staff.
Juvenile Statute Improves interagency Chief Justice; legal advisor to the Atleastannually ~ Council and Govemor's
Coordinating coordination of services to Govemor, Lieutenant Govemor; appointees serve for 2
Council children; make Speaker of the House; Attomey years; other members
recommendations to the General; Representatives of juvenile serve for term of office

Govemor and Legislature for  agencies; three appointees from
improvements to the juvenile  business and industry by the

justice system. Govemor; and 5 persons to be
appointed by the Council
Alaska Judicial Constitution Studies judicial system for 3 attomeys appointed by the goveming At least one 6 year terms
Council improvements in body of the organized state bar; 3 non-  biennial meeting
administration; nominate attomeys appointed by govemor
candidates for judgeships. subject to confirmation by a majority of

the members of the legislature in joint
session; chief justice

Arizona Arizona Administrative ~ The Arizona Judicial Council ~ The Council is composed of the Quarterly Some by virtue of position;
Judicial order of the assists the Supreme Courtin  following members: the Chief Justice others have varying terms
Council Supreme Court  developing and implementing  of the Supreme Court; the chief judges
policies and procedures of the Court of Appeals; the presiding

designed to accomplish the full  judges of Maricopa and Pima

and complete integration of the  counties; the President of the State
court system pursuanttothe  Bar of Arizona or designee; the
Court's constitutional mandate. - administrative director of the courts;
The Council identifies the two presiding judges of the Superior
needs of the judiciary, studies  Court from non-metropolitan counties,
the intemal operation of the a justice of the peace; a city

courts, analyzes and plans for  magistrate, and a public member, all
future developments, and appointed by the Chief Justice; and
recommends uniform such other members as may be
administrative policies and appointed at the discretion of the Chief
procedures to improve judicial ~ Justice.

administration at all levels.

Arkansas Judicial Statute Directs and develops criteria for  Consists of all judges of circuit and Octoberand April  Term in office
Council new judgeships and typesof  chancery courts, court of appeals, of each year
judges. Adopts legislative justices of the supreme court
agenda.
California Judicial Constitution Chief administrative body of Chief Justice and 1 associate justice; 3 Seven times a 3years, solongasthe
Council court system. The judges of Court of Appeals; 5 Superior  year person retains
administrative director of the Court judges; 5 Municipal Court their status

court is responsible for setting  judges; 4 state bar members; 1 senate
the direction and providingthe  member; 1 assembly member; 4 trial
leadership for improving the court administrators; 1 court

quality and advancing the commissioner; president of the
consistentindependenceand  Califomia Judges Association; and 1
accessible administration of appellate court clerk

justice.
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Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Frequency Tenure
Colorado Judicial Supreme Court  Studies the needs of the 1 Supreme Court Justice; 1 Courtof  Quarterly 3years
Advisory Rule judicial system; develops an Appeals judge; 3 District Court judges;
Council intermediate and long-range 1 Juvenile Court judge; 2 County
plan for the judicial system; judges; 1 member of SCAO; 1
identifies particular problems  probation officer; 1 district
and recommends solutions; administrator; 1 clerk of County/District
recommends ways of court; 1 member from County public
improving the judicial system  defenders' office; 1 District Attomey; 6-
and suggests appropriate 10 members appointed from public at
measures to achieve the large; Chief Justice appoints
recommended improvements;;
provides policy guidance to the
Chief Justice; coordinates
planning efforts among groups,
associations, and
govemmental bodies
concemed with improving the
judicial system.
Connecticut Meetingsof  Statute Establish personnel Chief Justices and Associate Justices  As needed ~
Supreme policy/positions/compensation;  of the Supreme Court
Court Justices conduct annual statewide rules
hearing; establish appellate
rules; approve appointments of
appellate personnel; approve
case transfers.
Delaware Judicial Supreme Court  Studies courts toimprove the  Members of the: Supreme Court; Biennial Term of office
Conference  Rule administration of justice. Court of Chancery; Superior Court;
Family Court, Court of Common
Pleas; Municipal Court; City of
Wilmington, and the Chief Magistrate
of the Justice of the Peace System
Meetingsof  Statute Discusses operations of the The 11 Superior Court judges Monthly Term in office
Superior Court court.
Judges
District of Joint Statute Establishes administrative Chief Judge of District of Columbia Monthly Term of office
Columbia Committee on policy of court system. Court of Appeals, Court of Appeals
Judicial associate judge; Chief Judge of
Administration superior court; 2 Superior Court
judges.
Appointments: Chief judges of
respective courts appoint associate
judges, with approval from the Board
of Judges
Judicial Statute Annual meeting to make Active judges of District of Columbia, ~ Annual Term of office
Conference recommendations for Court of Appeals and Superior Court,
improvements in court system.  Bar Members and Invitees
Board of Statute Determines intemal operating  Judges of Superior Court of Districtof ~ Monthly Term of office
Judges policy of court. Columbia
Florida Rules of Judicial  Rule Recommend changesinthe  Attomeys and judges appointed by the Propose changes 3 year terms (staggered)
Administration procedural rules of the court. Florida Bar’ by June 30 of
Commission’ every 4th year
Judicial Rule Recommends changes Judicial and legislative representatives At least quartely  Differing terms
Management related to the efficient and
Council effective administration of
justice.

Legend: ~=Not applicable
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Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Freguency Tenure
Georgia Judicial Council ~ Statute and Studies court organizationand 24 representatives of the appellate and At least semi- By virtue of position on
Supreme Court  rules of practice and trial courts make up the Judicial annually appellate court or on trial
Rule procedures. Council. The Chief Justice and court council
Presiding Justice act as the
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
respectively.

Hawaii Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies administration of Chief Justice and not more than 15 Biennial report 3years
justice and reports to the other members to include laymen,
Supreme Court (advisory only). judges, and lawyers, as provided by

the Supreme Court/ Appointed by
Supreme Court.

Idaho Judicial Council ~ Statute Conducts studiestoimprove  Permanent: 3 attomeys (Lisadistrict ~ Reports at least 6 years
court system,; reports to the judge) appointed by state bar; 3non-  every 2 years
Supreme Court and legislature  attomeys appointed by govemor; Chief
submit nominations for Justice as chair. Chair who appoints
judgeships; recommends adjunct, a magistrate judge, when the
removal or discipline of judicial  removal or discipline of a magistrate
officer. judge is before the council.

Illinois Judicial Constitution Studies business of court Judges of Supreme Court and Annual Term of office

Conference and Statute system. selected judges of the Appellate and
Circuit Courts as approved by
Supreme Court.
Indiana Judicial Statute Discusses operations of courts ~ State judges3 Annual Term of office
Conference and promotes continuing
education of judges.
lowa Judicial Rule pursuant  Considers administrative rules, ~ Chief judges of judicial districts, Court ~ Chief judge's 2years
Conference statute directives, and regulations; of Appeal chief judge, Supreme Court  discretion
recommends to Supreme chief justice/ Statutory
Court for adoption.

Kansas Judicial Council ~ Statute Recommends probate, civil, Supreme Court justice, Court of Monthly Appointed by Chief Justice
criminal, and juvenile code; Appeals judge, 2 District Court judges, for 4 years, except Senate
conduct research for court 4 resident lawyers, chairs of House and House members, who
system. Annual meeting of and Senate judiciary committees serve their term of office.
judiciary to discuss judicial
business, to make justice more
efficient.

Kentucky Judicial Council  Statute Studies ways to improve State judges4 Twice per year Appointed to serve for no
administration of justice; longer than 4 years
recommend changes in rules
and procedure (advisory only).

Judicial Repealed Studies court system; receives  ~ ~ ~
Conference reports and recommendations
from Judicial Council.
Louisiana Judicial Council Supreme Court  Studies court organization, Seventeen voting member Semiannual 3 year terms, no more than
Rule rules, and procedures; maximumVaries 2 successive terms
recommends improvements.
Maine Judicial Statute Advises and consults withthe  Judges and Justices Annually Term of office
Conference Supreme Court in matters of
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Name

Authority

Purpose

Composition/

Who Appoints Frequency

Tenure

Executive
Committee of
Judicial Council

Maryland

Conference of
Circuit Judges

Massachusetts  Judicial Council

Judicial
Conference

Judicial
Conference

Michigan

Annual
Conference of
Judges

Minnesota

Legend: ~=Not applicable

Rule 16-802d

Rule 16-108

Statute

Statute and
Court Rule

Statute and
Court Rule

Statute

Between plenary sessions: "to
consider the status of judicial
business..., to devise means of
relieving congestion of
dockets..., to consider
improvements of practice and
procedures..., to consider and
recommend legislation, and to
exchange ideas with respect to
the improvement of the
administration of justice...and
the judicial system in
Maryland”, [sJubmit
recommendations for the
improvement of the
administration of justice...,
[e]stablish commiittees...and
approve and coordinate thefir]
work..., [pllan sessions of the
conference in conjunction with
the Conference Chairman”.

"...for the purpose of
exchanging ideas and views
with respect to the circuit courts
and the improvement of the
administration of justice and
making recommendations with
respect thereto; to initiate
complaints to disabilities
concerning alleged judicial
misconduct or disability”.

Study organization, rules, and
methods of practice and
procedures.

Considers matters relating to
judicial administration and
improvement.

Studies organization, rules,
methods of procedure, and
practice of the judicial system
in general; studies the
problems of administration
confronting the courts and
judicial system in general; and
recommends modifying or
ameliorating existing
conditions, harmonizing and
improving laws and amending
the rules and statutes relating
to practice and procedures.

Considers improvements in
administration of justice.

17 elected members and 1 ex-officio
(Chief Judge)

Monthly

Atleast4timesa
year but, in
practice, bi-
monthly

Circuit administrative judges — Ex-
officio, 1 elected judge from each
circuit— 2 year term

Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial  Reports annually
Court, Chief Judge of Appeals Court,  to the Govemor
Chief Judge of each department of the

Trial Court, and 4 bar members

Supreme court determines which Court's discretion
judges and others shall comprise

conference

Alljudges Annually —called
by State Court

Administrator

Alljudges
chief justice

2years

Bar members appointed-no
longer than 4 years; justices
serve term of office

Term of office

Annually-calledby  Term of office
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Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Freguency Tenure
Mississippi Commissionon  Statute Recommends to Supreme Circuit Court judge, Chancellor, County As needed 6 year terms, cannot
Judicial Court practice and procedures  Court judge, Justice Court judge, succeed a ful term
Performance regarding complaints and attomey, 2 lay people
inquires about judicial
performance.
Judicial Statute Makes recommendationsto  Appointments by Supreme Court Quarterly 3years
Aadvisory Study the AOC, makes studiesand  Chief Justice, Court of Appeals, Chief
Committee recommendations for the Judge, Chancery Judges Conference,
improvement of the judicial Circuit Judges Conference, County
system. Judges Conference, Justice Court
Judges Conference, Chancery Clerks
Association, Circuit Clerks Association,
Govemor, Lt. Govemor, Speaker of
House, MS Bar President, Magnolia
Bar President. House and Senate
Judiciary Chairmen serve as legislative
liaisons.
Missouri Judicial Statute Studies organization, rules and  Supreme Court and Court of Appeals  Once a year Term of office or reirement
Conference methods of practice procedure.  judges and commissioners, Circuit
Court judges and associate judges, all
retired judges / Appointment is
automatic.
Nevada Regional Statute Assists inimprovement of the  District Court judge, Justice of the 3times ayear 3year terms, except: Chief
Judicial Council court system within their region. Peace and municipal judge of region, Judges of 2nd and 8th
elected by a majority of respective Judicial Districts
colleagues.
Judicial Council ~ Statute Improves courts by Members of each regional judicial 3times ayear 3year terms, except: term
of State of implementing policies and council, the Chief Justice and an of office for Chief Judge and
Nevada procedures. associate justice, plus ex officio terms as Chief Judge for
members—Presidents of Nevada judges of 2nd and 8th
Judges Association, Nevada District Judicial Districts
Judges Assaociation, Nevada
Association of Court Clerks and
Administrators
New Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies administration of Judicial Branch administrative council  Biennial Reports 3 years, except attorney
Hampshire justice; devises ways to (5), attomey general, state court clerk, general, administrative
improve procedure; collects; legislative representatives (2), council, chairpersons of
analyzes, and publishes appointees of govemor and council (8), senate and house of
statistics. appointees of Supreme Court (5) judiciary, president of bar
serve terms of office
New Jersey Judicial Council - Supreme Court  Assists Supreme Court and Chief Justice, Assignment Judges Monthly At pleasure
Chief Justice in development  (15), Chairs of Presiding Judge
and implementation of policy ~ Conferences (3), Administrative
on all matters affecting the trial ~ Director, Deputy Administrative
courts. Director/Appointed by Chief Justice
Conferences of Chief Justice One conference each for Civil,  Each vicinage has a Presiding Judge ~ Monthly At pleasure
Presiding Criminal, and Family. Serves  for Civil, Criminal, and Family,
Judges as forum for exchange of designated by Chief Justice
ideas, identification of
problems, and
recommendation of best
practices.
New Mexico ChiefJudges  Chief Justice Budget, decision making, Presiding Judges, President Judge, Monthly As long as President Judge
Council with advice statewide judiciary Magistrate Judges Association
from council mattersfissues
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Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Frequency Tenure
New York Judicial Statute Advise the Chief Judge; State judges/administrative board Annually (or as 2 years except judges
Conference recommendations to the appoints the members ofthebarand  needed) term of office
Govemor and legislature for the justice from a town or village court®
changes in statutes rules and
practices.
Administrative Constitution ~ Assists the Chief Judge in Chief Judge of Court of Appeals, Meetasneeded  Term of Office
Board of the establishment of administrative  Presiding Justice of the Appellate
Courts standards and policies forthe  Division of the Supreme Court of each
State Court system. judicial department
North Carolina North Cardlina  Statute Studies structure organization, 24 voting members, including: Atdiscretion ofthe 4 years
Courts jurisdiction, procedures, and representatives from the Judicial chair
Commission personnel of court system,; Branch, the Legislative Branch and
makes recommendations for  practicing attomeys, 3 non-voting, ex
change to the legislature. officio members
North Cardlina  Supreme Court  Determines better Includes representatives from the Meetasneeded  ~
Judicial processes/procedures forthe  Supreme Court of N.C. (Chair),
Advisory efficient administration of court ~ Superior Court judges, District Court
Commission operations. judges, district attomeys, clerks of
Superior Court, magistrates; and
public defenders, established by
Supreme Court Chief, Chief Justice
and Director of the Administrative
Office of the Courts.
North Dakota  Judicial Statute Studies operation of courtsin Al judges Supreme and District Twice per year Throughout term of office,
Conference state to see that procedures Courts, attomey general, dean North and bar members five years
are simplified and business Dakota School of Law, five members
expedited. of bar, all Surrogate judges, two
Municipal judges, clerk of Supreme
Court
Ohio Judicial Statute Considers problems in Judges of Supreme Court, Court of Biennial reportsto  Term of office
Conference administration of justice and Appeals, Common Pleas Court, legislature. Report
make recommendations for Probate Courts, Municipal and County  as needed to
improvement to legislature and  Courts courts and
courts. legislature
Oregon Judicial Statute Studies organization, Judges of Supreme Court, Court of Atleast once Term of office
Conference jurisdiction, procedures, and Appeals, Tax Court, Circuit Courts and  annually
practices of courts in the state;  senior judges of these courts.
holds an annual education
session and business meeting.
Pennsylvania  Judicial Council Supreme Court  Studies administration of 27 members’ As called by Chief 3 years for office holder
of Pennsylvania justice; make Justice
recommendations to Supreme
Court on matters referred by
court or raised by Council sua
sponte.
Puerto Rico Judicial Supreme Court  Review the state of the Ex officio: Justices and former Justices  Annual meeting Ex officio: term of office,
Conference administration of justice; of the Supreme Court, Trial court others at pleasure of the
promote the study of rulesand  judges, Secretary of Justice, and the Supreme Court.
procedures and make Attomey General. Also Board of
recommendations for Directors of the State Bar, deans of

Legend: ~=Not applicable

improvement of the judicial
system.

law schools, appointed attomeys, and
citizen non-attomeys.
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Table 15. Judicial Councils and Conferences: Composition and Function

Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Freguency Tenure

Rhode Island  Judicial Council  Statute Studies organization of judicial 6 members of Rhode Island Bar / Report Annually ~ 3years
system; makes Statue (Gov.)
recommendations to courts.

Judicial Statute Considers matters relatingto  All justices Supreme, Superior, District  Annually Term of office
Conference judicial business and Courts and Family Courts / Statute
administration. (Gov.) with consent of Senate

South Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies organization of judicial ~ Judicial and Le%islan've Reportasneeded  Attomey General, dean,

Carolina system; collects and publishes  representatives circuit judges, probate and
statistics. family court judges and

magistrates, and
appointees 4 years, all
others term of their office

South Dakota  Judicial Statute Studies organization, rules, Justices and judges of Supreme Court  Annual Term of office

Conference methods, and practices ofall  and Circuit Court as members,
courts; recommendations to Magistrate judges
the Supreme Court.

Tennessee Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies operation of judicial Legislative and judicial representatives- Biennial All judges and appointees
department; consider -6 at large members may be selected”’ 4 year terms
recommendations for
improvement.

Judicial Statute Considers rules and laws to Al judges of courts or recordswhose  Annually Term of office or reirement
Conferences improve administration of salary is paid in whole or part by state,
justice; draft suitable legislation  including retired judges and probate
for General Assembly. courts. Courts where county
population is less than 300,000.

Texas Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies and improves Chief Justice of Supreme Court; Annual meeting Citizens serve staggered 6

administration of justice. presiding judge of Court of Criminal year terms appoint 3
Appeals; chair of Senate biennially
Jurisprudence Committee; one
member of senate, appointed by
lieutenant govemor; chair of the House
Judicial Affairs Committee; one
member of the House of
Representatives, appointed by the
speaker of the house; two justices of
courts of appeals designated by chief
justice of the supreme court; two
district judges designated by the chief
justice of the supreme court; Two
judges of county courts, statutory
county, or statutory probate courts
designated by the chief justice of the
supreme court; two justices of the
peace designated by the chief justice
of the supreme court; and two
municipal court judges designated by
the chief justice of the supreme court.
Also six citizen members appointed by
the govemor.

Utah Judicial Council ~ Statute Develops uniform Chief Justice and one associate justice Annual 3yearterms
administrative policies forthe ~ Supreme Court, one judge Court of

State courts of Utah. Appeals; 5 District and 2 Juvenile
Constitution Court judges, three Justice Court
Adopts rules for the judges, member of Utah State Bar
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administration of all courts.

Commission. All judges elected,
except Chief Justice.

Legend: ~=Not applicable



Table 15. Judicial Councils and Conferences: Composition and Function

Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Frequency Tenure
Vermont Judicial Statute ~ ~ ~ ~
Council®
Virginia Judicial Statute Discusses matters to improve  Justices of Supreme Court, judges of ~ Semi Annual Term of office
Conference administration of justice. Court of Appeals; Circuit Courts, and
Continuing legal education. all retired justices and judges
Judicial Statute Discusses matters toimprove  Judges of every general District Court,  Semi Annual Term of office
Conference for administration of justice. and Juvenile and Domestic Relations
District Courts Continue legal education. Courts
Judicial Council ~ Statute Studies organization, rules, One Judge from Court of Appeals, 6 Quarterly 4 year terms, maximum of
procedure, and practices of the  Circuit Court judges, one General 2 consecutive terms
judicial system. Circuit judge, one Juvenile and
Domestic Relations judge, 2 attomeys,
and chairman of Committees for
Courts of Justice of Senate and House
Committeeon  Statute Studies organization, rules, Speaker of House, chairman of Monthly Term of office
District Courts procedure, and practices ofthe  House and Senate Judiciary Judges —one year term
District Courts' and clerks’ Committees, 2 members of each
offices; determines number of ~ Committees for Justice, one judge of
District Court judges, substitute ~ Circuit Court, one Juvenile Domestic
judges, clerks' offices and court - Relations District Court judge
personnel; establishes
practices and procedures for
District Courts.
Washington Judicial Statute Considers matters relatingto Al judges of courts of record and Annual meeting Term of office
Conference administration of justice. courts of limited jurisdiction
Board of Supreme Court Chief justice and acting chief justice of  Monthly Appointed 3 years
Judicial Rule Supreme Court, 3 judges of Court of
Administration Appeals, Superior Court and limited
jurisdiction courts, 2 members of bar,
appointed by each association.
West Virginia  Judicial Council  Statute Studies organization, rules, and ~ ~ ~
methods of practice and

procedure; collects statistics.
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Table 15. Judicial Councils and Conferences: Composition and Function

Composition/
Name Authority Purpose Who Appoints Frequency Tenure
Wisconsin Planningand ~ Supreme Court  Advises the Supreme Court Chief Justice of Supreme Atleast quarterty;  Judges elected by

Policy Advisory  Rule and the Director of State Court/Supreme Court appoints;one  currently meeting ~ Administrative District for 3

Committee Courts in the director's capacity  judge of the Court of monthly at year terms, other members
as planner and policy advisor  Appeals/appointed by court of Chairperson's call  appointed for 3 year terms.
for the judicial system. appeals; thirteen circuit judges/one

judge elected by the judges of each of
judicial administrative districts; one
municipal judge/elected by Wisconsin
Municipal Judges Association; two
persons selected by the board of
govemors of the state bar, three non-
lawyers/one elected county official,
appointed by Chief Justice; a public
defender; a court administrator, a
prosecutor, a clerk of court/all
appointed by Chief Justice

Judicial Supreme Court  Studies problems in Justices of Supreme Court, Courtof  Annual meeting Term of office

Conference Rule administration of justice; Appeals, Circuit Court and reserve
makes recommendations for  judges.
improvement, conducts
instructive programs and
seminars.

Judicial Council -~ Statute Studies pleading, practice, and  Justices of Supreme Court, Courtof ~ Atleastquartery ~ Term of office, or until
procedure; makes Appeals, Circuit Court and reserve on Chaiperson's  successor is selected.
recommendations to Supreme  judges.™* call, or call signed
Court and legislature. by 5 members.

Wyoming Judicial Council - Supreme Court ~ Studies matters relating to

order administration of justice.
Federal Judicial 28USC 331  Surveys condition of business  Supreme Court Justices, District Court  Once per year Term of office
Courts Conference of in the courts and prepares judges, County Court judges, Justices

the United plans for the assignment of of the Peace and Municipal Court

States judges. Promotes uniformity of ~ judges
management procedures and
expeditious conduct of the
courts.

Note: The following states do not have Judicial Councils and Conferences: Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

FOOTNOTES:

Florida:

Judicial Administration Commission coordinates the Florida Bar Rules
Committees.

2Chief justice of supreme court, 3 district court of appeals judges, 3 circuit court
judges, 3 county court judges, one state attorney, one public defender, one clerk
of the court, 4 members of Florida Bar, including the president of the Florida Bar,
president of the senate and speaker of the house, general council of the governor,
attorney general, 6 members of the public, and 1 member of the Florida
Conference of District Court of Appeals Judges.

Indiana:

3All justices of the supreme court; all judges of the court of appeals, the judge of
the tax court; all circuit, superior, probate , and county court judges; all municipal
court judges who are serving on a full time basis; any retired judge who serves as
a special judge and notifies the conference of the service; full-time magistrate is
non-voting member.
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Kentucky:

“Chief justice of the supreme court; chief judge of the court of appeals; 4 circuit
judges, and four district judges; president of the Kentucky Association of Circuit
Court Clerks; 3 members of the State Bar of Kentucky, and the chairman of the
House and Senate Judiciary Committees.

Louisiana:

SChief justice of the supreme court, one associate justice, 2 court of appeals
judges, 2 district court judges, 1 member of the Louisiana City Judges
Association, 1 member of the Juvenile and Family Court Judges Association, 2
members of Louisiana State Bar Association, a member of the Young Lawyers
Section, 1 member of the Louisiana State Law Institute, 1 member of the House,
one member of the Senate, a member of the Louisiana District Attorneys
Association, 1 member of the Louisiana Clerk of Court Association, 1 non-
attorney, and a non-voting secretary.

Legend: ~=Not applicable



Table 15. Judicial Councils and Conferences: Composition and Function

New York:

SChief judge of court of appeals, presiding justice of appellate division of each
judicial department, one trial justice of the supreme court for each court for each
judicial department, one judge each: court of claims, county court, surrogate's
court, family court, civil court of New York City, the criminal court of New York
City, one judge of a city court outside NYC, one judge of a district court, one
justice of a town or village court, and from each judicial department, one member
of the bar of the state. The chair and ranking minority members of each of the
committees on judiciary and on codes of the senate and assembly are ex officio
members.

Pennsylvania:

"Chief justice of Pennsylvania, 2 justices of supreme court, court administrator,
president judge of superior court, president judge of commonwealth court,
president judge of the court of common pleas of Philadelphia and Allegheny
counties, president of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges, 3
judges of court of common pleas, 1 judge not from appellate or court of common
pleas, 3 non-judge members of the bar of the supreme court, 1 non-judge
member of the bar of the supreme court, 3 non-lawyers electors, 1 member of
each the Senate and the House, 3 members appointed by the Governor one
member of Senate of Pennsylvania appointed by minority leader of Senate, one
member of House of Representatives appointed by minority leader of House of
Representatives.

South Carolina:

SChief justice of the supreme court, two circuit court judges; 2 family court judges;
2 probate judges; attorney general, dean or faculty member of Law School of
University of South Carolina; president of the South Carolina Bar; lieutenant
governor; speaker of the House of Representatives; chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee; chair of House Ways and Means Committee; chairmen of
House and Senate Judiciary Committees, director of the legislative council; 6
others, at least 4 of whom are members of the bar; two judges of magistrate
courts and two masters-in-equity.

Tennessee:

°One judge each from the: supreme court, court of appeals, court of criminal
appeals, circuit court judge, criminal court judge, general sessions court judge;
one chancellor, the speaker of the Senate, chairman of House Judiciary
Committee, attorney general, administrative director to supreme court, 2 layman,
2 members of bar of Tennessee who practiced law at least 3 years.

Vermont:
Although authorized by statute the Council has not been called together for 20
years and has no function.

Wisconsin:

™ One supreme court justice designated by the supreme court; a court of appeals
judge designated by the court of appeals; director of state courts or his or her
designee; 4 circuit judges designated by the Judicial Conference; chairpersons of
the Senate and the Assembly Committees dealing with judicial affairs or member
of each committee designated by the respective chairperson; attorney general or
his or her designee; revisor of statutes or an assistant designated by the revisor;
deans of the law schools of the University of Wisconsin and Marquette University
or a member of the respective law school faculties designated by the deans; the
state public defender or his or her designee; president-elect of the state bar or a
;member of the board of governors of the state bar designated by the president-
elect and 3 additional members thereof selected by the state bar to serve 3-year
terms; one district attorney appointed by the governor; and 2 citizens at-large
appointed by the governor to serve 3-year terms.
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Table 16. Judicial Compensation Commissions

Effect of
Commission Authorization/ Members and Positions Meeting Commission Commission
Name Year Established Appointment Process Reviewed Schedule Reports To: Recommendation
Alabama Judicial Ala. Const.amend. 3288 5 members; 1 appointed by All state judges, Meet May submita Becomes law
Compensation 6.09 and Const amend. govemor, 1 by president of the trial and appellate/  annually report to the “upon confirmation
Commission 426; Ala. Code senate, 1 by speaker of house, 2 alljudges except legislature at by joint resolution
§812:10-1 etseq by goveming body of state bar;no  judges of probate anytimeduring  orsuch
(2995) member shall hold any other courts and first five recommendations
Established in 1973. public office or office in a political municipal courts calendar days may be altered by
party; members serve a four year of any session an actofthe
term. legislature at the
session to which
the reportis
submitted”. Const
amend. 426
Alaska State Officers Alaska Stat. 7 members; appointed by Must review Meet every Legislature Advisory
Compensation §39.23.200-400 govemor, subject to confirmation members of other year during first 10
Commission (1962 & Supp. 1996) by legislature; staggered 4 year legislature, may and may days of any
Established in 1986. terms; includes 1 business review govemor, meet every session
executive, 1 representative of a lieutenant year
nonpartisan voter's organization, 1~ govemor, justices
person with experience in public and judges, heads
administration, 1 labor organization  of departments
representative; no state
employees or holders of public
office
Arizona Commission on Ariz. Const. art. V, 5 members, from private sector, 2 All elected state "At such Govemor, no Govemor makes
Salaries for §13; Ariz Rev. Stat. Ann. appointed by govemor, 1 each officers timesasmay laterthanOctl  recommendation
Elective State §41-1901- 1905 (1992 & appointed by president of senate be directed to Legislature,
Officers Supp. 1997) and speaker of house, and chief by the which becomes
Established in 1970. justice; comprised of new legislature,” law unless either
members biennially reports at House
least disapproves or
biennially alters
Colorado State Officials' Colo. Rev. Stat. §2-3-801- 9 members; 2 appointed by Members of the Atleasttwice  Reportfledwith  Advisory
Compensation 901 (1997) president of senate and speakerof ~ generalassembly, ayear president of
Commission Established in 1973. house, (only 2 members may be justices and senate, speaker
members of general assembly); 3 judges of the state of house,
by govemnor, 2 by chief justice, judicial system, govemor, and
these may not be elected or district attomeys, chief justice no
appointed officials nor state elected and later than the
employees; staggered terms of 2 appointed officials 10th day of
and 4 years of executive regular session
branch not in odd
included in the numbered
state personnel years
system
Connecticut ~ Compensation Conn. Gen. Stat. 11 members; 3 appointed by Govemor, 4timesa Legislative Advisory
Commission for §2-9a (West 1988 & govemor, 2 by president pro tem lieutenant year Management
Elected State Supp. 1998) of senate, 2 by speaker of house, govemor, Committee of
Officers and Established in 1971. 2 by minority leader of senate and secretary of state, the General
Judges 2 by minority leader of house; no attomey general, Assembly
state officials or employees; 4year  treasurer,
terms comptroller,
members of
general assembly,
and all judges
except probate
judges
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Table 16. Judicial Compensation Commissions

Effect of
Commission Authorization/ Members and Positions Meeting Commission Commission
Name Year Established Appointment Process Reviewed Schedule Reports To: Recommendation
Delaware Delaware Del. Code Ann. 6 members; 2 appointed by General Every4years  Govemor, chief ~ Becomes law
Compensation fit. 29, 8§ 3301-3304 (1997)  govemor, 1 by president pro tem assembly, justice, and within a month of
Commission Established in 1984. of senate, 1 by speaker of house; govemor, general submission unless
president of Delaware Roundtable  govemors cabinet, assemblyevery  the general
and personnel director of state lieutenant 4yearson 1st assembly, by joint
shall be members; no state officers ~ govemor, state day of session resolution, rejects
or employees; 6 year terms auditor, state the reportinits
treasurer, attomey entirety
general, insurance
commissioner,
justices of the
supreme court,
judges and public
defender
Georgia State Commission ~ Ga. Const. art. 5; Ga. 12 members (private citizens); 4 Constitutional Annually General Advisory
on Compensation ~ Code Ann. appointed by govemor, one officers, including assembly, 30
§ 45-7-90-96 (1990) person with business background,  judges and days prior to its
Established in 1981. 2 by It. govemor, 2 by speaker of members of the convening
house," 4 by supreme court general assembly along with filing
justices, 4 year terms; no state and ful-ime abil. Also
officers or employees department heads reports to
of executive Govemor,
branch Lieutenant
Govemor,
Speaker of
House, Chief
Justice and
Chief Judge of
Court of
Appeals
Hawaii Judicial Salary Haw. Const. At. 6 8 3; 5 members; 2 members Alljustices and Every2years  Legislature, by Advisory
Commission Haw. Rev. Stat. appointed by govemor, 1 each judges October 15 of
§608-1.5 appointed by chief justice, pres. of each year
(2993) senate and speaker of house; 4 preceding a
Established in 1989. year terms fiscal biennium
with copies to
the govemor
and chief justice
lllinois Compensation . Ann. Stat. ch. 25 para 12 members; 3 appointed by Members of Evennumber  General Becomes law
Review Board 120 (Smith-Hurd 1993 & speaker of house, 3 by minority general assembly,  years Assembly unless rejected by
1984 Supp. 1998) leader, 3 by president of senate, 3 judges, state’s legislature (can be
Established in 1984. by minority leader of senate; no attomeys, elected disapproved within
current or past state employees; constitutional 30days)
staggered 3 year terms officers of state
and certain
appointed officers
of state
govemment, and
certain appointed
officers of state
govemment was
added with P.A.
90-375 effective
1997
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Table 16. Judicial Compensation Commissions

Effect of
Commission Authorization/ Members and Positions Meeting Commission Commission
Name Year Established Appointment Process Reviewed Schedule Reports To: Recommendation
lowa Judicial lowa Code Ann. 8 members; 4 appointed by Statutory judicial Biennially Govemor and Advisory
Compensation §602.1514 govemor, 4 by legislative council; officers general
Commission (West 1946 & Supp. no state officials or employees; 4 assembly no
1996) year terms later than
Established in 1987. February 1 of
each odd-
numbered year
Louisiana Judicial La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 10 member confirmed by Senate;  Judges Biennially in Legislature 60 Shall be passed If
Compensation 13:41-13:49 1 appt. by govemor, 2 by president even days before approved by
Commission (West 1983 supp. 1998) of senate, 2 by speaker of house, numbered regular session  concurrent
Established in 1989. 1 by chief justice of supreme court, years inan even resolution adopted
1 by Conference of Court of numberedyear by majority of
Appeals, 1 by Disfrict Judges and thereafter house and senate
Association, 1 by City Judges every 2 years
Association, and 1 by state bar
association for 4 year terms
Maine Judicial Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. title 4 3 members selected from the Alljustices and Firstmeeting ~ Commission Advisory
Compensation §1701. registered voters of the state, 1 judges of is5daysafter makes biennial Commission is
Commission Established in 1995. appointed by govemor, 1 by supreme judicial appointment,  reportsin even authorized to
president of senate, 1 by speaker court, the superior  following numbered submit with report
of house; 4 year terms are court, the district meetings years sentto any proposed
staggered court, and occur at joint standing legislation the
administrative request of at committee of commission
court least 2 legislature deems necessary
members
Maryland Judicial Md. Code Ann. Cts. & 7 members appointed by Judgesofcourtof ~ Atleastonce  Govemor and Becomes law if not
Compensation Jud. Proc.§ 1-708 govemor; 2 appointed by list of 5 appeals, court of every2years  general amended, rejected,
Commission (2995 Supp. 1997) submitted by president. of senate, special appeals, assembly, at or adopted after 50
Established in 1980. 2 from list of five submitted by circuit courts, least every 4 days. May be
speaker of house, 1 from list of 3 district court years totally rejected
submitted by state bar, and 2 at- before that point
large; staggered 6 year terms
Michigan State Officers Mich. Const. art. 4, §12; 7 members appointed by Govemor, AfterJuly1in  Legislature, Both houses must
Compensation Mich. Comp. Laws Ann.§  govemor; may not be reappointed;  lieutenant every even betweenDecl  rejectby 2/3 vote,
Commission 15211-17 cannot be from three branches; govemor, numbered - Dec. 31 with othernise
(West 1994 staggered 4 year terms supreme court year for not clerk of house, becomes law
Established in 1984. justices, legislative =~ morethan15  with secretary of
members sessiondays  senate and with
department
director of
management
and budget
Minnesota Minnesota State Minn. Stat. Ann. 16 members; 2 members of Constitutional Every two Speaker of May be expressly
Compensation §15A (West 1997 & house appointed by speaker of officers, members  years house and modified or
Council Supp. 1998) house, 2 members of senate of legislature, president of rejected
Established in 1983. appointed by majority leader of justices of the senate
senate, 1 member of house supreme court,
appointed by minority leader of judges of court of
house, 1 member of senate appeals, district
appointed by minority leader of court, and heads
senate, 2 nonjudges appointedby ~ of state and
chief judge, 1 member from each metropolitan
of the eight congressional districts agencies.
appointed by govemor, of whom
no more than 4 may belong to
same political party; new
committee every two years
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Table 16. Judicial Compensation Commissions

Effect of
Commission Authorization/ Members and Positions Meeting Commission Commission
Name Year Established Appointment Process Reviewed Schedule Reports To: Recommendation
Missouri Missouri Citizen's Mo. Const. art. 13,8 3 22: 1 randomly selected member Judges, members  Biennially Secretary of Commission filed
Commission on Established in 1996. from each of 9 congressional of legislature, state first report in 1996
Compensation for districts, 12 by govemor, 1 retired elected state and reviser of andthen every 2
Elected Officials judge by supreme court; 4 year officials statutes years thereafter.
appointment Schedule of
compensation shall
be effective unless
disapproved by
general assembly
Oregon Public Officials OrRev. Stat. 7 members; 2 appointed by Elected officials, Asfrequently  Legislative Advisory
Compensation §292.907-930 govemor, 2 appointed by speaker  including the asnecessary  assembly
Commission (1993) of house, 2 by pres. of senate, 1 judiciary
Established in 1983. by chief justice; 4 year terms
Rhode Unclassified Pay R Gen. Laws 7 members; 2 from house Judges and Asneeded—  General Goes into effect
Island Plan Board §364-16 (1997) appointed by speaker, 2 from directors of all atleast once assembly unless rejected by
Established in 1978. senate appointed by majority executive each January formal action of the
leader; 3 of whom shall be: departments and house and senate
director of administration, state unclassified state within 30 day time
court administrator and, general employees period.
treasurer; no terms
Utah Executive and Utah Code Ann. 6 members; notmorethan3from  Govemor, Every year Legislature Advisory
Judicial §67-8-1 same political party, 1 appointed lieutenant
Compensation (1996) by govemor,1 by president of govemor,
Commission Established in 1981. senate, 1 by speaker of house, 2 attomey. general,
by other 3 appointed members, 1 state auditor, state
by state bar commission; 4 year treasurer, justices
terms of supreme court,
judges of the
constitutional and
statutory court of
records, full tme
commissioners
and executive
directors of
executive
departments
Washington Citizen's Wash. Rev. Code 16 members, 9 drawn by lot from Members of Atleastevery  Secretary of Becomes lawwith
Commission on §43.03.305 (1983 & voter lists, 7 by speaker of senate legislature, all two years state no action by the
Salaries for Supp. 1997) and house; 4 year terms elected officials of legislature.
Elected Officials Established in 1987. executive branch, Commission has
alljudges of resulted in
supreme court, significant
court of appeals, increases for
superior courts judiciary.
and district courts

Note: Only states with a judicial compensation commission appear on this table.

FOOTNOTES:

Georgia:

'One of each of these two is to have labor-management relations experience.
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Table 17. Preparation and Submission of the Judicial Branch Budget

Who Prepares the Budget?

Branch Review of Budget?

Where Submitted?

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas

California
Colorado
Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
lowa

Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina
North Dakota

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

South Carolina
South Dakota

Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin®
Wyoming

AOC
AOC?
AOC
AOC

AOC
AOC
AOC

Other®
AOC

AOC
Other®®
Individual courts

COLR
AOC
COLR™
AOC

AOC
AOC

Other®

AOC*
AOC?®
Other®®
AOC
AOC
COLR
AOC
AOC

AOC

AOC

AOC

AOC*
Individual courts
AOC*

AOC

AOC®?

AOC
AOC
Other®*

AOC™®
AOC

Individual courts

COLR
AOC

Other™®
Individual courts

Other®®

AOC
AOC

AOC®®

AOC

AOC

Individual courts™
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Yes, by AOC
Yes, by COLR
Yes, other®
Yes, by AOC

Both the AOC and COLR®
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOC

Yes, other®
Yes, other®

Yes, other**
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOCY

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR

Both the AOC and COLR*

Yes, by AOC

Yes, by AOC

Yes, other?®

Yes, by COLR

Both the AOC and COLR®
Yes, by COLR

Yes, by COLR

Yes, by AOC

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOC
Yes, other*
Yes, by AOC
Yes, by AOC
Yes, by COLR

Yes, by AOC
Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOC

Yes, by AOC
Yes, by AOC

Yes, by AOC

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR®’

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOC®

Yes, other®*

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by AOC

Yes, by COLR
Yes, by COLR®®
Yes, by COLR
N073

To the executive branch

To the legislature

To legislature and executive branch
To the legislature

To legislature and executive branch
To the legislature
To the executive branch

To legislature and executive branch
13

To the legislature
To the executive branch
To the legislature

To the legislature
To the legislature
To the executive branch
To the legislature

To legislature and executive branch®
To the legislature

To the legislature

To the executive branch
To the executive branch?
To the executive branch®
To the legislature®

To the executive branch®
To the legislature

To the executive branch
To the executive branch

To the legislature

To the legislature

To the executive branch

To the executive branch*

To legislature and executive branch*
To legislature and executive branch
To legislature and executive branch®
To the executive branch

To the executive branch
To the legislature
To the legislature

To legislature and executive branch®®
To the legislature

To the legislature

To the executive branch
To the executive branch

To the executive branch
To the legislature

To the legislature®

To the legislature
To the executive branch

To the legislature

To the executive branch

To legislature and executive branch™
To the legislature

Legend: ~=Not applicable

AOC=Administrative Office of the Courts



Table 17. Preparation and Submission of the Judicial Branch Budget

Can Executive Branch

Does Legislature Take
Official Cognizance of

Is Judicial

Appropriation Filed as

Judicial Percentage of
State Budget

Amend Budget? Budget? Separate Bill? Budget Period Appropriation

Yes, routinely No? No Biennial, Oct-Sep 1.9 Alabama

No No No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.3 Alaska

No Yes No Biennial,* Jul-Jun 2.4 Arizona

No Yes Yes® Biennial, Jul-Jun .5 Arkansas

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 2.0 California

No Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 3.0 Colorado

Yes, routinely Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 2.0 Connecticut

Yes, routinely™® Yes!! No Annual,*? Jul-Jun 2.9 Delaware

No ~ ~ Annual, Oct-Sep ~ District of Columbia

No Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun .6 Florida

No Yest'® No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.0 Georgia

No Yes Yes Biennial,'® Jul-Jun 2.8 Hawaii

No Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.0 Idaho

No Yes Yes Annual, Jul-Jun 7 lllinois

Yes, routinely Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 4 Indiana

No Yes Yes Annual, Jul-Jun 2.3 lowa

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.0 Kansas

No Yes Yes Annual,? Jul-Jun 2.4 Kentucky

No Yes Yes Annual, Jul-Jun 5 Louisiana

~25 ~ No Biennial, Jul-Jun 1.9 Maine

No Yes?® No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.5 Maryland

Yes Yes No* Annual, Jul-Jun 2.0 Massachusetts

No* Yes Yes Annual, Oct-Sep 1.0 Michigan

No Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 1.0 Minnesota

No Yes Yes Annual, Jul-Jun 1.5 Mississippi

~35 36 No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.4 Missouri

Yes, routinely® Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.0 Montana

Yes, routinely*® Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 2.0 Nebraska

No Yes Yes Biennial, Jul-Jun 1.0 Nevada

No Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 1.7 New Hampshire

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 2.1 New Jersey
Yes Yes® Annual, Jul-Jun 2.5 New Mexico

No*® Yes Yes*® Annual, Apr-Mar 1.2 New York

Yes, occasionally*® Yes No*® Biennial,>® Jul-Jun 3.0% North Carolina

No ~ Yes Biennial, Jun-Jun® 9 North Dakota

No Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 4 Ohio

Yes, occasionally Yes Yes Annual, Jul-Jun 1.0 Oklahoma

No Yes Yes Biennial, Jul-Jun 3.6 Oregon

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 5 Pennsylvania

No Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 3.0 Puerto Rico

~ ~ No Annual, Jul-Jun 2.0 Rhode Island

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun .8 South Carolina

No Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 1.2 South Dakota

Yes, routinely Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 5 Tennessee

No Yes No Biennial, Sep-Aug 4 Texas

Yes, routinely®® Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 2.5 Utah

No%* Yes No Annual, Jul-Jun 2.0 Vermont

Yes, routinely No No Biennial, Jul-Jun 1.2 Virginia

No Yes No Biennial, Jun-Jun A1 Washington

No®” Yes®® No Annual, Jul-Jun 15 West Virginia

Yes, routinely No No Biennial,”* Jul-Jun 9 Wisconsin

No Yes No Biennial, Jul-Jun 2.0 Wyoming

Legend: ~= Not applicable;
AOC = Administrative Office of the Courts
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Table 17. Preparation and Submission of the Judicial Branch Budget

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama:
The AOC may be asked to appear before the legislature for direct presentation of
the budget in budget hearings.

Alaska:
2Four area Court Administrators create initial input to the Administrative Fiscal
Office. The Administrative Office creates the initial budget submission document.

Arizona:
3Chief Justice and Vice Chief Justice.
*FY99 is annual; FY00-01 is first biennial.

Arkansas:
SOnly judicial salaries are in the General Appropriations Act.

California:
%Judicial Council also involved.

Colorado:
"This percentage represents the judicial operating budget from the General Fund.
It does not include the Public Defender’s Office or the Alternate Defense Counsel.

Delaware:

8Each court and judicial agency submits a draft budget request to the Chief
Justice through the AOC. The Chief Justice for the entire court system prioritizes
major adjustments, enhancements, and new initiatives after considering AOC
recommendations. The court office making the request strikes requests not
shown on the Chief Justice’s prioritized listing. The adjusted budget requests are
then filed electronically by each area.

°Chief Justice through AOC.

The Governor recommends all appropriations to the General Assembly.

"The courts’ budget requests are available to the General Assembly because
they receive copies of it. But it is the Governor's recommended budget that the
General Assembly reviews together with the Judiciary’s budget requests
presented by the Chief Justice.

12By law, the period is biennial; by practice it is annual.

District of Columbia:

Bith the enactment of the National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government
Improvement Act of 1997, DC Courts began to receive direct funding from the
federal government. The AOC continues to have responsibility for the initial
preparation of the budget. After review by the Joint Committee on Judicial
Administration, the budget is submitted directly to the Office of Management and
Budget, through the President and sent to Congress.

Florida:
“Chief Justice.

Georgia:

®Court of Last Resort and Councils of Trial Courts (AOC).

'8Jjudicial Branch budget is included in Governor's Budget request to legislature.
Legislative Budget Office reviews continuation budget, and can make
adjustments. The legislature also reviews requests for new funding.

Hawaii:

The central budget office directs the preparation and consolidation of the budget.
8state operates on a biennial budget cycle; however, a supplemental budget
request is prepared for the off years.

Indiana:

*The Division of State Court Administration, an agency of the Court of Last
Resort, prepares most of the state-funded portion of the state judicial branch’s
budget. The Intermediate Appellate Court prepares a separate budget for its
operations.

Kansas:
Budget is submitted simultaneously to both the legislature and the Governor.
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Kentucky:
ZAnnual budgets enacted biennially.

Louisiana:

%judicial Budgetary Control Board.

Bprior to each session of the legislature, the Judicial Budgetary Control Board
submits a proposed budget for the judicial branch to the Supreme Court for its
approval.

Maine:

#In consultation with the Chief Justice.

%If the Governor does not include in state’s budget anything in the Judicial Branch
budget, the reason must be stated.

Maryland:

%The lower trial court (District Court) prepares its own budget section which is
consolidated by the AOC with all other judiciary components.

2'The executive branch combines the Judicial budget into a single budget for
legislative approval. The Executive Branch can comment upon but cannot reduce
Judiciary budget.

2 egislature can reduce or add to Judiciary budget. Executive Branch can only
comment.

Massachusetts:

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court submits the budget requests of
the judicial branch to the budget director for inclusion in the budget submitted by
the Governor. (G.L.c. 211, §2A.) In doing so, the Chief Justice may use
estimates prepared by the Chief Justice of the Appeals Court and the Trial Court’s
Chief Justice for Administration and Management. The Governor may amend the
Chief Justice’s requests.

cCopies of judicial branch budget estimates are routinely sent to the House and
Senate Committees on Ways and Means when submitted to the Governor. The
annual appropriation bill notes the judicial estimates as well as the Governor’s
requests for the courts.

Michigan:
1The budget is submitted directly to both the executive and legislative branches.
*2The Governor makes recommendations regarding the judicial budget.

Minnesota:

3Conference of Chief Judges is a representative trial court body. Each district
elects a Chief Judge and Assistant Chief Judge.

%*The executive branch incorporates judicial branch budget requests without
recommendation.

Missouri:

%They may recommend a different amount or recommend nothing.

%They get a judicial budget request with the governor's recommendation and do
what they choose.

Montana:
Fstatute states that the executive branch must submit budget without charge but
does not require executive branch to fund the total request.

Nebraska:

BExecutive branch makes a request which includes the Judicial budget—based
upon their analysis of AOC's request to the legislature and copied to the executive
branch. The practice also is that the legislature introduces its own legislation,
which becomes the budget bill.

New Jersey:

%Each vicinage (judicial district) prepares a request which is reviewed by the AOC
and a Budget Committee made up of Assignment Judges (Chief Judges) and
senior management. Those requests are consolidated into one judicial branch
budget submission.

“9A0C also sends information to the legislature.

Legend: ~=Not applicable
AOC=Administrative Office of the Courts



Table 17. Preparation and Submission of the Judicial Branch Budget

New Mexico:

“The Chief Judges Council, primarily through its Budget Committee, reviews all
budget submissions and sets priorities among them.

“2T0 the legislature and executive branch simultaneously.

“3As of last year's appropriation process. Some parts of the courts’ budget
continue to be included in the over-all appropriations legislation, such as across-
the-board salary increases.

New York:

“Courts prepare initial estimates, regional offices (District Administrative Judges
Offices) modify and prioritize court estimates and the AOC prepares final state
budget request amounts and submission for certification and approval of the Court
of Appeals.

“>The Governor may comment on submission in the executive budget, but may
not change the requested amounts.

“5The judiciary budget and legislative budget are combined in a single
appropriation bill.

North Carolina:

“"lt is first formally submitted to the executive branch for inclusion in the
Governor's budget. In practice, however, it is presented directly to the legislature
by the judicial branch.

“Byes, but in practice the executive branch does not, and the judicial branch
presents its budget directly to the legislature.

“‘Generally, this is no. Judicial branch appropriations are set forth in separate
sections of the statewide current operations and/or expansion bill. Separate
“omnibus courts” bills have also been used.

*Biennial budgets are prepared for each “long session” of the General Assembly
(odd-numbered years), subject to revision in the “short session” (even years); a
separate budget is prepared for each year.

®1This includes appropriations for non-core functions placed in the court budget,
including prosecution, indigent defense, juvenile probation, and other programs.

North Dakota:

*Input is provided from each district.

53For a two year period, from July 1 of an odd number year to June 30 of an odd
number year.

Oregon:
**Trial courts, appellate courts submit their request to AOC. AOC does its own
and all the statewide charges and accounts.

Pennsylvania:

*5The appellate courts each prepare their own initial budget requests (and are
reviewed and compiled into a comprehensive budget request by AOC). The AOC
prepares the initial requests for the lower courts.

*5The judiciary submits its budget to the governor in October, and to the
legislature in February.

South Dakota:
*"Unified Judicial System is completely state funded. All budgetary matters are
administered by the SCAO under the authority of the Supreme Court.

Tennessee:
SAQC after input from Supreme Court and trial judges.

Texas:

*The Judiciary section of the Comptroller of Public Accounts Department submits
the state-funded portion of the budget for courts, other than the appellate courts,
to the legislature.

Legend: ~= Not applicable;
AOC = Administrative Office of the Courts

Utah:

%Budget recommendations are prepared by each court level and program. They
are submitted to the Judicial Council which prepares the final budget through the
AOC. In Utah, the Judicial Council is created by Constitution and is the
Administrative Authority for the Judiciary.

1By Judicial Council

®2The budget is submitted to both the Governor and the legislature. The
Governor, by law, must submit a balanced budget to the legislature. The courts
also submit their original request to the legislature.

%*The Governor submits a budget for the state as a whole—including the state
courts. The executive branch is bound by the Governor’s request. The courts
submit their original request also to the legislature. They are not bound by the
Governor’s request.

Vermont:
%The executive branch includes the judiciary’s budget (as amended by the
executive branch) in its budget submission.

Washington:
%For appellate courts only. Budgets of trial courts are prepared locally.

West Virginia:

%Administrative Director of the Courts prepares budget submission for review and
approval by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court may seek supplemental
appropriations. The legislature may or may not grant.

5"The Governor may increase the judicial budget submission, but may not reduce
it. WV Const., Art. 6, Section 51 (10).

%_egislature may increase, but may not decrease judicial budget submission. WV
Const., Art. 6, Section 51 (5).

Wisconsin:

%The judicial budget, in general, is treated the same as those of executive branch
agencies. The primary difference is that 60% of the courts funds is contained in
“sum sufficient” rather than “sum certain” appropriations.

"By statute, all executive branch agency budgets are submitted simultaneously to
the executive branch and the legislature. This procedure is also followed by the
judicial branch.

"The executive budget bill contains appropriations for the biennium, but is
comprised of separate annual appropriations for each year of the biennium.

Wyoming:

"2Each District Court submits their own budget requests. The AOC prepares the
budget request that includes the Supreme Court, county courts and law library.
*The AOC reviews and makes recommendations to the Supreme Court and
county court, law library budget's—Justices are the final review. The District Court
judges have a District Court Judges’ Budget Review Committee which reviews the
District Court requests.

The judicial branch 97



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Clerks of Trial Court Court

Judicial Salaries Court Salaries Administrators’ Salaries Reporters’ Salaries
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Alabama
G Circuit Court siC 100" siC 98? S 100 SIF 95
L District Court S/C 70 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 F 0
Alaska
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100°
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100°
Arizona
G Superior Court S/C 50 C 0 C 0 Cc 0
G Tax Court® c 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court S/C 40 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Arkansas
G Chancery and Probate Court S 100 C 0 C 0 S 100
G Circuit Court S 100 C 0 C 0 S 100
L City Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court™* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L County Court™® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas C 0 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court C/IM 0 C/IM 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Police Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
California
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Colorado
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Denver Probate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Water Court® s 100 s 100 s 100 s 100
G Denver Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court?® M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0
Connecticut
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court F 0 F 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
Delaware
G Court of Chancery S 100 C 100%* S 100 S 100
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Alderman's Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ M 0
L Court of Common Pleas S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
District of Columbia
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Florida
G Circuit Court S 100 CIF* 0 S 100% siC 20
L County Court S 100 CIF 0 S 100%° SIC 20
Georgia
G Superior Court S 100* c 0 s/C N/S* c 0
L City Court of Atlanta M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ C 0
L County Recorder's Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ Cc 0
L Juvenile Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
98 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Other Creating Court

Other Salaries Automation Equipment Capital Equipment Record for Appeal
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Alabama
G Circuit Court S 100 SIF 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 N/S N/S
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 F 0
Alaska
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Arizona
G Superior Court C 0 C 0 SICIF 30 C 0
G Tax Court® c 0 c 0 c 0 C 0
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 CIF 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M/F 0 M 0 M 0
Arkansas
G Chancery and Probate Court sic 50™ s/C 50 c 0 S 10
G Circuit Court siC 50" e 50 C 0 S 102
L City Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 F 0
L Justice of the Peace Court™* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L County Court™® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court ~ ~ C/M/F 0 C/M/F 0 F 0
L Police Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 F 0
California
G Superior Court S 100 SIF 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court S 100 SIF 100 S 100 S 100
Colorado
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Denver Probate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Water Court® S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Denver Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court®® M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0
Connecticut
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ M 0 F 0
Delaware
G Court of Chancery S 100 s 100 S 100 c*® 0
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Alderman's Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Common Pleas S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 99% S 99% S 100 S 100
L Justice of the Peace Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
District of Columbia
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Florida
G Circuit Court siC 50 CIF 0 C 0 CIF 0
L County Court s/C 50 CIF 0 c 0 CIF 0%
Georgia
G Superior Court S/C N/S S/C N/S C 0 Cc 0
L City Court of Atlanta M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L County Recorder's Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Juvenile Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 99



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

General

Buildings/Real Property Travel Expenses Operating Expenses Indigent Defense
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Alabama
G Circuit Court ~ ~ S/IM 100° S 100 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 SIM N/S M 0 S/IM/F N/S
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
Alaska
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Arizona
G Superior Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
G Tax Court’® S/C 50 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 C o'° C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
Arkansas
G Chancery and Probate Court C 0 S 100 C 0 SIC 90
G Circuit Court C 0 S 100 C 0 SIC 90
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 SICIMIF 85
L Justice of the Peace Court™* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L County Court™® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court C/IM 0 C/IM 0 C/IM/F 0 S/IC/IMIF 85
L Police Court M 0 M 0 M 0 SICIMIF 85
California
G Superior Court c 0 S 100 S 100 N/S N/st?
L Municipal Court c 0 S 100 S 100 N/S N/st
Colorado
G District Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Denver Probate Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Water Court® c 0 S 100 s 100 s 100
G Denver Juvenile Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court?® M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0
Connecticut
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court M 0 F 0 M 0 S 100
Delaware
G Court of Chancery S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Alderman's Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Common Pleas S/IC 66 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Justice of the Peace Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
District of Columbia
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Florida
G Circuit Court C 0 S/C 85 S/C 50 S/C 20
L County Court C 0 SIC 85 S/C 50 SIC 20
Georgia
G Superior Court C 0 S/C N/S C 0 SIC N/S
L City Court of Atlanta M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L County Recorder's Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Juvenile Court C 0 C 0 C 0 SIC N/S
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
100 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Child Support Juvenile

Enforcement Probation/Detention Security Jury Interpreters
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jursidiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Alabama
G Circuit Court S 100 S/C 0 ~ ~ S 100
L District Court S 100 S/C 50 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
Alaska
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
Arizona
G Superior Court ~ ~ s/C ~7 s/C 60 c 0
G Tax Court® c 0 c 0 c 0 C 0
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
Arkansas
G Chancery and Probate Court S 100 S/C 50 C 0 ~ ~
G Circuit Court S 100 S/C 50 C 0 ~ ~
L City Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court™* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L County Court™® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C/M 0 ~ ~
L Police Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 ~ ~
California
G Superior Court C 0 C 0 S 100%® S 100
L Municipal Court c 0 C 0 S 1008 S 100
Colorado
G District Court C 0 S 100 C 0 S 100
G Denver Probate Court C 0 S 100 C 0 S 100
G Water Court® c 0 S 100 c 0 S 100
G Denver Juvenile Court C 0 S 100 C 0 S 100
L County Court C 0 S 100 C 0 S 100
L Municipal Court®® M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0
Connecticut
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Delaware
G Court of Chancery ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Alderman's Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Common Pleas S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
District of Columbia
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Florida
G Circuit Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 c¥ 0
L County Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 c¥ 0
Georgia
G Superior Court S/C N/S ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L City Court of Atlanta ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
L Civil Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L County Recorder's Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 Cc 0
L Juvenile Court C 0 S/C N/S C 0 C 0
L Magistrate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 101



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Jury Costs Budget
Court Type: Expenses Paid by  Generated by
G=general jurisdiction Total Expenses Expenses Paid by Local Fees and
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % %) State ($) Government ($)  Surcharges (%)
Alabama
G Circuit Court S 100 25,000,000 64,125,325 0 0
L District Court S 100 N/S 26,832,584 N/S 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/s? N/S 95 N/S
L Probate Court c 0 N/S® N/S® N/S® N/S®
Alaska
G Superior Court S 100 38,438,700 38,438,700 0 0
L District Court S 100 38,438,700 38,438,700 0 0
Arizona
G Superior Court CIF 0 239,784,680° 78,846,986° 165,065,921° N/S
G Tax Court’® c 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court CIF 0 24,779,324° 2,621,875° 22,157,449° N/S
L Municipal Court M/F o 50,433,277° 924,022° 49,509,255° N/S
Arkansas
G Chancery and Probate Court C 0 N/Ste N/S N/S N/S
G Circuit Court c 0 N/st N/S N/S N/S
L City Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L County Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Police Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
California
G Superior Court S 100  2,133,067,455° 1,561,003,429%°  572,064,026°° N/S
L Municipal Court S 100'° N/S% N/S% 572,064,026° N/S
Colorado
G District Court S 100 N/S? N/S N/S N/S
G Denver Probate Court s 100 N/S? N/S N/S N/S
G Water Court? S 100 N/S N/S N/S N/S
G Denver Juvenile Court S 100 N/SH N/S N/S N/S
L County Court S 100 ~2 ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court®® M/F 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
Connecticut
G Superior Court 100 78,300,000 78,300,000 0 =
L Probate Court ~ ~ 15,000,000 1,000,000 N/S 95
Delaware
G Court of Chancery ~ ~ 2,901,800 1,904,800 997,000 1
G Superior Court S 100 13,552,600%° 13,552,600 0 11%
L Alderman's Court M 0 N/S?8 0 N/S%° N/S
L Court of Common Pleas S 100 5,110,800 5,110,800 N/S 37
L Family Court ~ ~ 14,000,000 14,000,000 0 31
L Justice of the Peace Court S 100 11,500,000 11,500,000 0 7432
District of Columbia
G Superior Court ~ ~ 111,103,000 0* 0* 0
Florida
G Circuit Court s/C 70 L 120,053,148%° N/S N/S
L County Court s/ic 70 N/S%8% 40,652,034% N/S* N/S*
Georgia
G Superior Court c 0 N/S 60,725,063 N/S N/S*
L City Court of Atlanta ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Civil Court c 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S*
L County Recorder's Court ~ ~ N/S 0 N/S N/S*
L Juvenile Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S*
L Magistrate Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S*

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Clerks of Trial Court Court

Judicial Salaries Court Salaries Administrators’ Salaries Reporters’ Salaries
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Georgia (Continued)
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court—Muscogee County M 0 M 0 ~ ~ M 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ C 0
L State Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
Hawaii
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
Idaho
G District Court S 100 C 0 S 100 S 100
Illinois
G Circuit Court S 100 siC N/S* siC N/S S 100
Indiana
G Superior Court® s/C N/S® c 0 c 0 c 0
G Circuit Court™ e N/S® C 0 C 0 C 0
G Probate Court™ siC N/S®® c 0 C 0 c 0
L City Court M 0 M 0 ~ -5 ~ ~
L County Court®® s/C N/S®® c 0 c 0 c 0
L Town Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Small Claims Court of Marion M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
lowa
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Kansas
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Kentucky
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
Louisiana
G District Court S 100 CIF 0 CIF 0 SICIF N/S
G Family Court S 100 CIF 0 CIF 0 CIF N/S
G Juvenile Court S 100 CIF 0 CIF 0 CIF 0
L City and Parish Court SICIMIF N/S™° C/IM/F 0 C/IM/F 0 CIM/IF 0
L Justice of the Peace Court SICIF N/S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Mayor's Court M/F 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Maine
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Administrative Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Probate Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Maryland
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 M 0 M 0
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Orphan's Court C 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Massachusetts
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Boston Municipal Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Housing Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Land Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate & Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 103



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Creating Court

Other Salaries Automation Equipment Other Capital Equipment  Record for Appeal
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Georgia (Continued)
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court—Muscogee County M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L State Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
Hawaii
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Idaho
G District Court C 0 S 100 C 0 C 0
lllinois
G Circuit Court siC 10 CIF 0 C 0 SICIF N/S®
Indiana
G Superior Court> c 0 c 0 c 0 c 0
G Probate Court™ C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
G Circuit Court® C 0 C 0 C 0 c 0
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L County Court® c 0 c 0 c 0 c 0
L Town Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Small Claims Court of Marion M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
lowa
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 100
Kansas
G District Court S 100 S/IC 10 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Kentucky
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Louisiana
G District Court CIF 0 CIF 0 CIF 0 CIF 0
G Family Court C 0 CIF N/S CIF N/S CIF N/S
G Juvenile Court C 0 CIF 0 CIF 0 CIF 0
L City and Parish Court C/M/F 0 C/M/F 0 C/M/F 0 C/IM/F 0
L Justice of the Peace Court CIF ~ C/F 0 C/F 0 ~ ~
L Mayor's Court M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 ~ ~
Maine
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Administrative Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Maryland
G Circuit Court SIM 78" M 0 M 0 0
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
L Orphan's Court ~ ~ C 0 ~ ~ 0
Massachusetts
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Boston Municipal Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Housing Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Land Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate & Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
104 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

General

Buildings/Real Property Travel Expenses Operating Expenses Indigent Defense
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Georgia (Continued)
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court—Muscogee County M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L State Court C 0 C 0 C 0 SIC N/S
Hawaii
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 SIF N/S
L Family Court ~ ~ S 100 S 100 S 100
Idaho
G District Court C 0 S 100 C 0 S 100
Illinois
G Circuit Court CIF 0 sic N/S®2 c 0 C 0
Indiana
G Superior Court® c 0 s/C N/s® c 0 c 0
G Circuit Court™ C 0 e N/S®? C 0 C 0
G Probate Court™ c 0 sic N/S®’ c 0 C 0
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L County Court®® c 0 s/C N/S® c 0 c 0
L Town Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Small Claims Court of Marion M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
lowa
G District Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
Kansas
G District Court c 0 siC 80% c 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 SIM 2% M 0 M 0
Kentucky
G Circuit Court s 100 s 100 s 100 s 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Louisiana
G District Court C 0 SIF 50 CIF 0 SIF N/S
G Family Court C/M 0 SIM/F N/S SIMIF N/S SIF N/S
G Juvenile Court C 0 S/CIF N/S CIF 0 SIF N/S
L City and Parish Court CIMIF 0 CIM/F 0 CIM/F 0 C/M/F 0
L Justice of the Peace Court F 0 F 0 F 0 ~ ~
L Mayor's Court M 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 ~ ~
Maine
G Superior Court siC N/s™ S 100 S 100 S 100
L Administrative Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Maryland
G Circuit Court M 0 SIM 507 M 0 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Orphan's Court ~ ~ ~ C 0 ~ ~
Massachusetts
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Boston Municipal Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Housing Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Land Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate & Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 105



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Child Support Juvenile

Enforcement Probation/Detention Security Jury Interpreters
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Georgia (Continued)
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court—Muscogee County ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L State Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
Hawaii
G Circuit Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
Idaho
G District Court S 100 C 0 C 0 C 0
lllinois
G Circuit Court S 100°® SICIF N/S> CIF 0 C 0
Indiana
G Superior Court™ c 0 c 0 c 0 c 0
G Circuit Court™ c 0 c 0 c 0 C 0
G Probate Court™ C 0 C 0 C 0 c 0
L City Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
L County Court® c 0 c 0 c 0 c 0
L Town Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
L Small Claims Court of Marion ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
lowa
G District Court S 100 S 100 C 0 S 100
Kansas
G District Court S/C 70 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Kentucky
G Circuit Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 90 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~58 S 100 S 100
Louisiana
G District Court SIF N/S SIC N/S C 0 CIF 0
G Family Court SIF N/S ~ ~ C 0 ~ ~
G Juvenile Court SIF N/S S/C N/S C 0 ~ ~
L City and Parish Court SIF N/S C/IM 0 M/F 0 ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Mayor's Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
Maine
G Superior Court S 9572 S 1007 S 100 S 100
L Administrative Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L District Court ~ -4 ~ 3 S 100 ~ ~
L Probate Court” ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Maryland
G Circuit Court M 0 ~ ~ M 0 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Orphan's Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 ~ ~
Massachusetts
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Boston Municipal Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Housing Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Land Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Probate & Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
106 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Jury Costs Budget
Court Type: Expenses Paid by  Generated by
G=general jurisdiction Total Expenses Expenses Paid by Local Fees and
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % ($) State ($) Government ($)  Surcharges (%)
Georgia (Continued)
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S 0 N/S N/s*
L Municipal Court—Muscogee County C 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Probate Court C 0® N/S N/S N/S N/s*
L State Court c 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S*
Hawaii
G Circuit Court s 100 25,000,000*° 25,000,000 0 N/S
L District Court ~ ~ 117,433,938 117,433,938 0 N/s*
L Family Court ~ ~ N/S N/S 0 0
Idaho
G District Court C 0 50,252,494 14,253,577 36,000,000* 60
Illinois
G Circuit Court CIF 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
Indiana
G Superior Court® c 0 N/S®8 N/S®8 N/S®8 N/S®8
G Circuit Court®® c 0 N/S®® N/S®® N/S®® N/S®®
G Probate Court™ c 0 N/S>® N/S>® N/S®® N/S>®
L City Court M 0 N/S®° N/S®° N/S®° N/S®°
L County Court® c 0 N/S®® N/S®8 N/S®® N/S®®
L Town Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Small Claims Court of Marion M 0 2,059,369 0 2,059,369 0
lowa
G District Court S 100 120,000,000 93,000,000 20,000,00061 60
Kansas
G District Court c 0 78,000,000 N/S N/S® N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
Kentucky
G Circuit Court S 100% 21,753,900 21,753,900 0 0
L District Court s 100% 15,845,200 15,845,200 0 0
Louisiana
G District Court CIF 0 63,210,349 26,959,087 20,829,825 30.8
G Family Court ~ ~ 805,844 455,844 350,000 0
G Juvenile Court ~ ~ 8,586,800 1,805,640 6,000,000 20.9
L City and Parish Court ~ ~ 30,324,822 2,070,909 11,480,189 55.9
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ 9,793,365 0 1,913,365 80.4
L Mayor's Court ~ ~ 5,000,000 0 0 100
Maine
G Superior Court S 100 8,092,000 8,092,000 0 0
L Administrative Court ~ ~ 290,000 290,000 0 0
L District Court ~ ~ 12,153,000 12,153,000 0 0
L Probate Court™ ~ ~ = = = =
Maryland
G Circuit Court SIM N/S™® 124,505,455 74,895,770 49,609,678 0
L District Court ~ ~ 89,621,945 89,621,945 0 0
L Orphan's Court ~ ~ 30,070 0 30,070 0
Massachusetts
G Superior Court S 100 35,000,000 35,000,000 0 0
L District Court S 100 125,300,000 125,300,000 0 0
L Boston Municipal Court S 100 9,100,000 9,100,000 0 0
L Housing Court S 100 4,200,000 4,200,000 0 0
L Juvenile Court S 100 30,000,000 30,000,000 0 0
L Land Court S 100 2,900,000 2,900,000 0 0
L Probate & Family Court ~ ~ 31,000,000 31,000,000 0 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 107



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Clerks of Trial Court Court

Judicial Salaries Court Salaries Administrators’ Salaries Reporters’ Salaries
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Michigan
G Circuit Court S 100 C 0 C 0 C 0
G Court of Claims S 100 C 0 C 0 C 0
L District Court S 100 C/IM 0 C/M 0 C/IM 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court S 100 C 0 C 0 C 0
Minnesota
G District Court S 100 S/C 20 S 100 S 100
Mississippi
G Circuit Court S 100 F 0 S/C 35 C 0
L Chancery Court S 100 F 0 S/IC 33 C 0
L County Court C 0 F 0 C 0 Cc 0
L Family Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Justice Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
Missouri
G Circuit Court S 100 S/IC 98 C 0 SIC 98
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
Montana
G District Court S 100 M 0 ~ ~ M 0
G Water Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ S 100
G Workers' Compensation Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ S 100
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Nebraska
G District Court S 100 M 0 M 0 F 100
L County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Separate Juvenile Court S 100 M 0 ~ ~ S 100
L Workers' Compensation Court® S 100 S 100 S 100 %0 ~
Nevada
G District Court S 100 0 0 M 0
L Justice Court M 0 M 0 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 0 0 M 0
New Hampshire
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Court® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
New Jersey
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Tax Court s 100 S 100 ~ ~100 ~ ~
New Mexico
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Magistrate Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Metro Court of Bernalillo S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
New York
G Supreme Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Court of Claims s 100 s 100 s 100 ~ ~112

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
108 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Creating Court

Other Salaries Automation Equipment Other Capital Equipment  Record for Appeal
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Michigan
G Circuit Court C 0 C 0 C 0 c 0
G Court of Claims C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L District Court C/M 0 C/IM 0 C/M 0 C/M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
Minnesota
G District Court S/IC 5 S/C 60 S/C 10 S/C 90
Mississippi
G Circuit Court S/IC 90 SIC 90 S/C 80 C 0
L Chancery Court S/C 90 S/C 90 S/C 25 C 0
L County Court C 0 C 0 C 0 c 0
L Family Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Justice Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~
Missouri
G Circuit Court S 98 S/C 75 0 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
Montana
G District Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
G Water Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Workers' Compensation Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L City Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
Nebraska
G District Court M 0 SIM 60 M 0 F 0
L County Court S 100 S 100 SIM 100 F 100
L Separate Juvenile Court M 0 SIM 10 M 0 F 100
L Workers' Compensation Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ -9
Nevada
G District Court 0 M/F 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice Court M 0 20 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court 0 20 M 0 M 0
New Hampshire
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
New Jersey
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 F 0% M 0 M 0
L Tax Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
New Mexico
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Magistrate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~108
L Municipal Court M 0 S 100 M 0 ~ ~105
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Metro Court of Bernalillo S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
New York
G Supreme Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Court of Claims S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 109



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

General

Buildings/Real Property Travel Expenses Operating Expenses Indigent Defense
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Michigan
G Circuit Court C 0 S/C 80 C 0 C 0
G Court of Claims C 0 S/C 80 C 0 C 0
L District Court C/M 0 C/IM 0 C/IM 0 C/IM 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court C 0 S/IC 30 C 0 C 0
Minnesota
G District Court C 0 S 100 S/C 5 S/C 90
Mississippi
G Circuit Court C 0 S/C 90 S/C 50 C 0
L Chancery Court C 0 S/C 20 S/C 50 C 0
L County Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Family Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Justice Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Missouri
G Circuit Court C 0 S/C 90 0 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Montana
G District Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
G Water Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Workers' Compensation Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Nebraska
G District Court M 0 SIM 90%® M 0 M 0
L County Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
L Separate Juvenile Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
L Workers' Compensation Court S/C 75 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
Nevada
G District Court M 0 M/F 0 0 M 0
L Justice Court M 0 20 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 20 0 M 0
New Hampshire
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Court® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
New Jersey
G Superior Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100%*
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 F 0%
L Tax Court sict™ N/S S 100 S 100 ~ ~
New Mexico
G District Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Magistrate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Metro Court of Bernalillo S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
New York
G Supreme Court ~ ~ S 100 S 100 ~ ~
G County Court ~ ~ S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L District Court M 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Court of Claims S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
110 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Child Support Juvenile

Enforcement Probation/Detention Security Jury Interpreters
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
Michigan
G Circuit Court S/IC N/S™® S/C 85 C 0 C 0
G Court of Claims ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L District Court ~ ~ C/M 0 C/M 0 C/IM 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court ~ ~ SICIF 25 C 0 C 0
Minnesota
G District Court S/C 50 ~ ~ C 0 SIC 10
Mississippi
G Circuit Court sic N/s® SICIM 50 C 0 C 0
L Chancery Court s/C N/SE SICIM 50 c 0 c 0
L County Court sic N/S SICIM 50 c 0 c 0
L Family Court C 0 S/C/IM 50 C 0 C 0
L Justice Court S/ICIM N/S C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court S/C/IM N/S M 0 M 0 M 0
Missouri
G Circuit Court S/C 66 SIC 33 C 0 S/C 50
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
Montana
G District Court S 100 M 0 M 0 M 0
G Water Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Workers' Compensation Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L City Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Nebraska
G District Court SIM N/S 0 M 0 M 0
L County Court SIM N/S ~ ~ M 0 M 0
L Separate Juvenile Court SIM N/S ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Workers' Compensation Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 C 0
Nevada
G District Court M 0 M 0 0 M 0
L Justice Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ M 0 0 M 0
New Hampshire
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court™ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
New Jersey
G Superior Court s/C N/S® s/C N/S% s/C N/S S 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Tax Court ~ ~ ~ ~ SsiC N/S™? ~ ~
New Mexico
G District Court ~ ~108 ~ ~108 C 100 s 100
L Magistrate Court 0% 0% S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 ~
L Metro Court of Bernalillo 0 S 100 s 100 s 100
New York
G Supreme Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
G County Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Court of Claims ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 111



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Jury Costs Budget
Court Type: Expenses Paid by  Generated by
G=general jurisdiction Total Expenses Expenses Paid by Local Fees and
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % %) State ($) Government ($)  Surcharges (%)
Michigan
G Circuit Court c 0 250,000,000%° 27,000,000 158,000,000 12
G Court of Claims c 0 511,900 511,900 0 0
L District Court c/M 0 222,000,000 27,000,000 195,000,000%2 70
L Municipal Court M 0 200,000 0 200,000 38%
L Probate Court c 0 240,000,000%* 42,000,000 198,000,000 9
Minnesota
G District Court s/C 98 160,000,000 73,000,000 87,000,000 0®®
Mississippi
G Circuit Court c 0 14,000,000 7,000,000 7,000,000 N/s®
L Chancery Court c 0 14,000,000 7,000,000 7,000,000 N/S®
L County Court C 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Family Court c 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Justice Court C 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
Missouri
G Circuit Court M 0 180,000,000 80,000,000 100,000,000 10
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
Montana
G District Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
G Water Court S 100 597,629 597,629 0 0
G Workers' Compensation Court S 100 = = = =
L City Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
Nebraska
G District Court M 0 15,000,000 5,000,000 10,000,000 0
L County Court M 0 20,000,000 15,000,000 5,000,000 0
L Separate Juvenile Court ~ ~ 2,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 0
L Workers' Compensation Court ~ ~ 2,800,000 2,800,000 0 3%
Nevada
G District Court M 0 8,705,104 5,668,353 8,705,104 N/S
L Justice Court M 0 4,853,369 0 4,853,369 N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 7,572,673 0 7,572,673 N/S
New Hampshire
G Superior Court S 100 23,000,000 23,000,000 0 0%
L District Court S 100 17,100,000 17,100,000 0 0
L Municipal Court® ~ ~ = = = =
L Probate Court S 100 3,000,000 3,000,000 0 0
New Jersey
G Superior Court S 100 341,219,000 299,709,000 N/s®’ 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Tax Court ~ ~ 2,709,000 2,709,000 0 100
New Mexico
G District Court S 100'%* N/S 31,413,100 N/S 1
L Magistrate Court S 100 N/S 11,287,700 N/S 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ 7,000,000:% 0 7,000,000 1
L Probate Court ~ ~ 700,000" 0 700,000 1
L Metro Court of Bernalillo S 100'%* N/S 10,502,900 N/S 1
New York
G Supreme Court N/S'® 385,400,000 385,400,000 0 0
G County Court N/S'® 385,400,000 385,400,000 0 0
L District Court S 100'%° 32,600,000 32,600,000 0 0
L Court of Claims ~ ~ 13,600,000 13,600,000 0 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
112 State Court Organization, 1998 F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Clerks of Trial Court Court

Judicial Salaries Court Salaries Administrators’ Salaries =~ Reporters’ Salaries
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
New York (Continued)
L City Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 1003
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100"
L Surrogates' Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ 112
L Town and Village Justice Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court of the City S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Criminal Court of the City S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
North Carolina
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
North Dakota
G District Court S 100 C 0 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas S/C 86 SIM 11 M/F 0 M 0
L County Court SIM 33 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Claims S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Mayors Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court SIM 33 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oklahoma
G District Court SIF 50 M 0 SIF 50 SIF 50
L Court of Tax Review'?® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Not of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oregon
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Tax Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas s 100 M 0 SIM 501" M 0
L District Justice Court s 100 M 0 SIM 503! M 0
L Philadelphia Municipal Court S 100 M 0 S/IM 50"t M 0
L Philadelphia Traffic Court S 100 M 0 SIM 50"t M 0
L Pittsburgh City Magistrate M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Division S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Subsection S 100 S 100 ~ ~ S 100
L Municipal Division S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
Rhode Island
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Workers' Compensation Court™** ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Administrative Adjudication Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
South Carolina
G Circuit Court s 100" M 100 ~ ~ s 100
L Family Court S 100 M 0 ~ ~ S 100
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 113



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Creating Court

Other Salaries Automation Equipment Other Capital Equipment  Record for Appeal
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
New York (Continued)
L City Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Surrogates' Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Town and Village Justice Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court of the City S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Criminal Court of the City S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
North Carolina
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 SIF N/S
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 SIF N/S
North Dakota
G District Court s 100 S 100 s 100 SIF ~18
L Municipal Court ~ M 0 M 0 ~122
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas sic N/st? C 0 C 0 C 0
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Claims S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Mayors Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oklahoma
G District Court C/IM 0 S 100 C/IM 0 SIF 50
L Court of Tax Review'? ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Not of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 ~
L Municipal Court of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oregon
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Tax Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L District Justice Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Traffic Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Pittsburgh City Magistrate M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G  Superior Division S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L District Subsection S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Division S 100 S 100 S 100 ~
Rhode Island
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
L Workers' Compensation Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 F 0
L Probate Court M 0 M 0 M 0 F 0
L Administrative Adjudication Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 0
South Carolina
G Circuit Court s 100 S 100 M 0 ~ ~1aa
L Family Court S 100 S 100 M 0 ~ ~149
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

General

Buildings/Real Property Travel Expenses Operating Expenses Indigent Defense
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
New York (Continued)
L City Court M ~ S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Family Court M ~ S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Surrogates' Court M o' S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Town and Village Justice Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court of the City M 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Criminal Court of the City M 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
North Carolina
G Superior Court M/F N/S S 100 S 100 S 100™®
L District Court M/F 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
North Dakota
G District Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas c 0 c 0 c 0 SICIF N/Ss™
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Claims S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Mayors Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oklahoma
G District Court C 0 S 100 M/F 0 C/IM/F 0
L Court of Tax Review'?® ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Not of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oregon
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Tax Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas M 0 SIM N/ste2 M 0 M 0
L District Justice Court M 0 SIM N/S'%e M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Municipal Court M 0 SIM N/st? M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Traffic Court M 0 SIM N/st¥ M 0 M 0
L Pittsburgh City Magistrate M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Division S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L District Subsection S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Division S 100 S 100 S 100 N/S
Rhode Island
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Workers' Compensation Court S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Administrative Adjudication Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
South Carolina
G Circuit Court C 0 S 100 M 0 SIF 23
L Family Court C 0 S 100 M 0 SIF 23
L Magistrate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 S 100
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 S 100

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 115



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Child Support Juvenile

Enforcement Probation/Detention Security Jury Interpreters
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
New York (Continued)
L City Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Family Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Surrogates' Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Town and Village Justice Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Civil Court of the City ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Criminal Court of the City ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
North Carolina
G Superior Court SIM N/ste SIM N/S M 0 s 100
L District Court S/IM N/S SIM N/S M 0 S 100
North Dakota
G District Court s 100 SIF 90'* s 100 s 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas siC N/S™° sic N/S siC N/S C 0
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Court of Claims ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Mayors Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oklahoma
G District Court S 100 S 100 C 0 M/F 0
L Court of Tax Review'? ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Not of Record ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court of Record M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Oregon
G Circuit Court ~ ~130 ~ ~ F 100 s 100
G Tax Court ~ ~130 ~ ~ s 100 s 100
L County Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L District Justice Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Philadelphia Traffic Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Pittsburgh City Magistrate M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Division S 100 ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L District Subsection ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Division ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
Rhode Island
G Superior Court S 100 ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Workers' Compensation Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Family Court S 100 ~ ~ S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Administrative Adjudication Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
South Carolina
G Circuit Court ~ ~ F N/S C 0 C 0
L Family Court F 100 F 100 C 0 ~ ~
L Magistrate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ c 0 SIM N/S?s3
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Jury Costs Budget
Court Type: Expenses Paid by  Generated by
G=general jurisdiction Total Expenses Expenses Paid by Local Fees and
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % ($) State ($) Government ($)  Surcharges (%)
New York (Continued)
L City Court S 100'%° 39,900,000 39,900,000 0 0
L Family Court ~ ~ 120,400,000 120,400,000 0 0
L Surrogates' Court S 100° 45,500,000 45,500,000 0 0
L Town and Village Justice Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Civil Court of the City S 1000 66,700,000 66,700,000 0 0
L Criminal Court of the City S 100'° 81,600,000 81,600,000 0 0
North Carolina
G Superior Court S 100 26,720,538 26,720,538 N/S N/S
L District Court S 100 53,499,480 53,499,480 N/S N/S
North Dakota
G District Court S 100 19,000,000 19,000,000 0% 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S
Ohio
G Court of Common Pleas c 0 N/S N/S'28 N/S N/S
L County Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Court of Claims S 100 2,439,674 2,415,203 0 1
L Mayors Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S N/t N/S N/S
Oklahoma
G District Court M/F 0 57,000,000 37,000,000 20,000,000'% N/S'28
L Court of Tax Review'?® ~ ~ = = = =
L Municipal Court Not of Record M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Municipal Court of Record M 0 2,000,000 0 2,000,000 0
Oregon
G Circuit Court S 100 2,600,000 2,600,000 0 0
G Tax Court S 100 2,600,000 2,600,000 0 0
L County Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S N/S
Pennsylvania
G Court of Common Pleas M (i N/S™4 84,325,000"% N/S N/S
L District Justice Court M 0 N/S 42,626,000 N/S N/S
L Philadelphia Municipal Court M 0 N/S 4,631,000*% N/S N/S
L Philadelphia Traffic Court M 0 N/S 667,000™° N/S N/S
L Pittsburgh City Magistrate M 0 N/S 1,200,000 N/S N/S
Puerto Rico
Court of First Instance:
G Superior Division S 100 86,463,711 86,463,711 0 0
L District Subsection ~ ~ 22,603,711 22,603,711 0 0
L Municipal Division ~ ~ 9,853,459 9,853,459 0 0
Rhode Island
G Superior Court S 100 14,000,000 14,000,000 0 0
L Workers' Compensation Court ~ ~ 4,000,000 0 0 0
L District Court ~ ~ 6,000,000 6,000,000 0 0
L Family Court S 100 11,000,000 11,000,000 0 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S o' N/S N/S
L Probate Court ~ ~ N/S 0'#? N/S 0
L Administrative Adjudication Court ~ ~ 5,500,000 5,500,000 0 0
South Carolina
G Circuit Court c 0 9,877,444 9,877,444 N/S™7 N/S8
L Family Court ~ ~ 7,819,117*%° 7,819,117 N/S™ N/S48
L Magistrate Court c 0 20,699,248 0 20,699,248 100"%?
L Municipal Court M 0 10,102,965™* 0 10,102"°* 100™*
L Probate Court c 0 8,799,413 0 8,799,413 N/S8

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 117



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Clerks of Trial Court Court

Judicial Salaries Court Salaries Administrators’ Salaries Reporters’ Salaries
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
South Dakota
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Tennessee
G Circuit Court S 100 M 0 M 0 S 75
G Criminal Court*®° S 100 M 0 M 0 s 100
G Chancery Court S 100 M 0 M 0 S N/Se
G Probate Court'®® M 0 M/F 0 M 0 ~ ~
L General Sessions Court M 0 M 0 M 0 S/IM 10
L Juvenile Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
Texas
G District Court SIM 92165 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Constitutional County Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Probate Court siC 3072 c 0 c 0 c 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L County Court at Law s/C 30”7 c 0 c 0 c 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Utah
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Justice Court CM 0 CM 0 SIM 258 ~ ~
L Juvenile Court S 100 SIF 95 S 100 ~ ~
Vermont
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Superior Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ S 100
G Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ S 100
L Environmental Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Judicial Bureau Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Virginia
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
Washington
G Superior Court sic 50'€° c 0 c 0 c 0
L District Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
West Virginia
G Circuit Court S 100 C 0 S 100 S 100
L Magistrate Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court s 100 C 0 s 100 s 100"
L Municipal Court M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 ~ ~
Wyoming
G District Court S 100 C 0 ~ ~ S 100
L County Court S 100 S 100 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 C 0 ~ ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Other Capital Creating Court

Other Salaries Automation Equipment Equipment Record for Appeal
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
South Dakota
G Circuit Court S 100 F 100 S 100 S 100
Tennessee
G Circuit Court S 100" S 59 SIM 50 SIM/F 90
G Criminal Court*® S 100 S 59 SIM 50 SIM/F 95
G Chancery Court SIM 90'%° S 59 SIM 50 M/E 0
G Probate Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L General Sessions Court M 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
L Juvenile Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M/F 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Texas
G District Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Constitutional County Court Cc 0 Cc 0 C 0 C 0
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~1ré
L County Court at Law C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Utah
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 F 100
L Justice Court C/IM 0 S/C/IM 5 C/IM 0 F 0
L Juvenile Court SIF 8584 S 100 S 100 S 100
Vermont
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Superior Court C 0 SIC 50 SIC 40 S 100
G Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court S 100 C 0 C 0 S 100
L Environmental Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Judicial Bureau Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
Virginia
G Circuit Court S/C/IM 80 S/C/IM 90 C/IM 0 ~ ~
L District Court S 100 S 100 C/IM 0 ~ ~
Washington
G Superior Court C 0 S 100 C 0 C 0
L District Court C 0 S 100 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 S 100 M 0 M 0
West Virginia
G Circuit Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Magistrate Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court C 0 CIF o' c 0 F 0'%®
L Municipal Court M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0
Wyoming
G District Court SIC 32 C 0 C 0 S 100
L County Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 S 100 0 0
L Municipal Court M 0 SIM 25 M 0 M 0

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 119



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

General

Buildings/Real Property Travel Expenses Operating Expenses Indigent Defense
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
South Dakota
G Circuit Court M 0 S 100 S 100 M/F 0
Tennessee
G Circuit Court SIM 50 S 100 SIM 50 SIM 50
G Criminal Court*®® SIM 50 s 100 SIM 50 SIM 50
G Chancery Court SIM 50 S 100 SIM 50 SIM 10
G Probate Court M 0 S 100 M 0 ~ ~
L General Sessions Court M 0 M 0 M 0 S/IM 10
L Juvenile Court M 0 M 0 M 0 SIM 50
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Texas
G District Court M 0 SIM N/S'e® M 0 M 0%’
L Constitutional County Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C o't
L Probate Court C 0 C 0 C 0 ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M s
L County Court at Law C 0 Cc 0 C 0 C o'’®
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Utah
G District Court S 100 S 100 S 100 C 0
L Justice Court S/ICIM 20 C/M 0 C/IM 0 C/M 0
L Juvenile Court S 100 S 100 S 100 C 0
Vermont
G District Court sic 65 S 100 S 100 S 100'%
G Superior Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
G Family Court SIC 50 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court C 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Environmental Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Judicial Bureau Court S 100 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
Virginia
G Circuit Court C/IM 0 S 100 S/CIM 80 S 100
L District Court C/IM 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
Washington
G Superior Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L District Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
West Virginia
G Circuit Court C 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Magistrate Court C 0 S 100 S 100 ~ ~
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court C 0 S 100 C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court M/F 0 M/F 0 M/F 0 ~ ~
Wyoming
G District Court C 0 S 100 S/C 32 S 100
L County Court C 0 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 C 0 C 0 S 100
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 ~ ~
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Child Support Juvenile

Enforcement Probation/Detention Security Jury Interpreters
Court Type:
G=general jurisdiction
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % Source State % Source State % Source State %
South Dakota
G Circuit Court 0'%® S 100%°® M7 0 M 0
Tennessee
G Circuit Court SIM 50 M 0 M 0 SIM 10
G Criminal Court*® SIM 50 M 0 M 0 SIM 10
G Chancery Court SIM 10 ~ ~ M 0 SIM 10
G Probate Court S/IM N/S M 0 M 0 M 0
L General Sessions Court SIM 5 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Juvenile Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
L Municipal Court M 0 M 0 M 0 M 0
Texas
G District Court S 3468 SIM 65 M 0 M 0
L Constitutional County Court ~ ~ S/C 34 C 0 C 0
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
L County Court at Law S 34178 s/C 34 c 0 c 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ M 0 M 0 M 0
Utah
G District Court S 100 ~ ~ S/C 90 S 100
L Justice Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S/IC/IM 10 C/IM 0
L Juvenile Court S 100 SIF 8584 c 0 S 100
Vermont
G District Court S 100" S 100'®® S 100 S 100
G Superior Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S/C 75 S 100
G Family Court S 100 S 100 S 100 S 100
L Probate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Environmental Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
L Judicial Bureau Court ~ ~ ~ ~ S 100 ~ ~
Virginia
G Circuit Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C/IM 0 ~ ~
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Washington
G Superior Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L District Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
West Virginia
G Circuit Court ~ ~ ct! 0 SICIF 5 S 100
L Magistrate Court ~ ~ ~ ~ SICIF 5 S 100
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 M 0
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court ~ ~196 ~ ~196 c 0 siC N/s™?
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M/F 0 M/F 0
Wyoming
G District Court C 0 C 0 C 0 C 0
L County Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 S 100
L Justice of the Peace Court ~ ~ ~ ~ C 0 C 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ ~ ~ M 0 ~ ~

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 121



Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

Jury Costs
Court Type: Expenses Paid by Budget Generated
G=general jurisdiction Total Expenses Expenses Paid by Local Government by Fees and
L=limited jurisdiction Source State % %) State ($) %) Surcharges (%)
South Dakota
G Circuit Court M 0 19,074,614 19,074,614 N/S™o8 7
Tennessee
G Circuit Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
G Criminal Court*®° M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
G Chancery Court M 0 N/S62 N/S N/S N/S
G Probate Court M 0 N/S o' N/S N/S
L General Sessions Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Juvenile Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
Texas
G District Court M 0 N/S N/Stee N/S 5170
L Constitutional County Court ~ ~ N/S 0 N/S 5170
L Probate Court c 0 N/S N/stTe N/S 5170
L Justice of the Peace Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S 1176
L County Court at Law C 0 N/S N/Ste N/S 5170
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S 0 N/S 1180
Utah
G District Court S 100 50,000,000 49,000,000 1,000,000 N/S82
L Justice Court C/M 0 N/S 120,000 N/S 0
L Juvenile Court ~ ~ 25,000,000 24,000,000 ~ 4
Vermont
G District Court S 100 4,500,000 4,500,000 0 4
G Superior Court S 100 4,400,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 44
G Family Court ~ ~ 5,900,000 5,900,000 0 7188
L Probate Court ~ ~ 2,500,000 2,000,000 500,000 20
L Environmental Court ~ ~ 200,000 200,000 0 6
L Judicial Bureau Court ~ ~ 800,000 800,000 0 14287
Virginia
G Circuit Court 188 95,407,560 79,506,300 15,901,260 N/S
L District Court ~ ~ 115,012,760 109,535,962 5,476,798 N/S
Washington
G Superior Court C 0 N/S N/S N/S N/S
L District Court C 0 N/S N/S N/S 0
L Municipal Court M 0 N/st 0 ~ 0
West Virginia
G Circuit Court S 100 N/S 9,640,225 N/S N/S
L Magistrate Court S 100 N/S 11,054,863 N/S N/S
L Municipal Court M 0 N/S? N/S N/S N/S
Wisconsin
G Circuit Court CIF 0 179,585,314*®  68,294,697*°  105,654,196"° N/S
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S 0 N/S*0 N/S
Wyoming
G District Court c 0 9,100,283 3,614,531 5,485,752 0
L County Court S 100 3,693,881 3,693,881 0 0
L Justice of the Peace Court C 0 151,032 0 151,032 0
L Municipal Court ~ ~ N/S N/S N/S N/S

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
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Table 18. Sources of Trial Court Funding and Staffing by Selected Expenditure Items

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama:

"Most counties provide local salary supplements—highest is forty-five percent of
state salary.

2Eight counties give supplements to clerks of court.

3Currently municipalities supplement travel expenses. This is in the process of
being phased out over a three-year period.

“Varies according to the population of the municipality, as reflected by its
caseload.

5Since probate courts are county-funded, information is unavailable and must be
obtained from each county commission.

Alaska:
®No court reporters. Electronic recording only.

Arizona:

"County pays 100 percent of detention; state is paying for new facilities in some
counties.

8FY97 figures.

This is not a separate court. It is a department of the superior court.

°AOC offers to pay for travel related to service on supreme court committees.

Arkansas:

"state pays 100 percent of case coordinators and 50 percent of juvenile intake
and probation. All others are county paid.

2paid by parties unless indigent.

There is no central reporting of trial court expenditures by counties. The last
survey of such information was in 1994.

“Although authorized, to our knowledge there are no justice of the peace courts
operating in the state at this time.

®County courts do not exercise any judicial function. Rather they exist only to
hear county administrative disputes.

California:

8Civil litigants pay for record.

state pays for court appointed counsel in juvenile dependency.

80Only costs allowable under California Rules of Court, rule 810.

Fees collected for jury services are deposited in Trial Court Operations Fund.
DThe information provided applies to municipal courts as well, as 53 of the 58
counties have voted to unify their respective trial courts into a single superior
court. Date reflects actual expenditures for 7/1/97-6/30/98 (FY 97-98).

Colorado:

ZAll allocations are made by district for all court locations within the district. The
state pays for all expenses except the actual facility (courthouse).

Z\Water court operates as part of the district court. It does not have separate
funding or administrative authority.

ZAll municipal courts operate independently of the state. Responses vary by
municipality. These courts are funded by fees in addition to allocated funds.

Delaware:

#The official clerks of the court are county employees.

%The clerks’ offices pay for the creation of the appellate file and the mailing, but
transcriptions are usually the responsibility of the litigants.

%The expenses for the court itself are paid by the state. The expenses of the
clerks’ offices are paid by the counties in which the offices are located. The only
fees received by the court are reimbursement costs for copying of judicial
decisions.

Z7All revenue goes to the general fund; FY98 revenue to general fund: $1,445,946.
®The state receives no fiscal information from alderman courts.

29100 percent.

01 percent grant.

3LAll fees and surcharges revert to the general fund.

%2The court collects and disburses approximately $8.5 million to state, towns and
municipalities.

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated

District of Columbia:

%since enactment of the National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government
Improvement Act of 1997 the federal government directly funds the DC courts.
The courts’ budget is submitted directly to the Office of Management and Budget,
through the President and then sent to Congress.

Florida:

3 Approximately forty percent paid by fees.

*Most TCA salaries are paid by the state; in a few jurisdictions the county pays
the salaries.

*Litigant pays; county pays for indigent criminal defendants.

%Sign language interpreters only; courts do not provide foreign language
interpreters for jurors.

3Unable to break out total expenses for circuit courts.

*In November 1998, a constitutional amendment (Revision 7) resulted in a shift of
funding for the court system. The state will assume more court costs, over a
period of several years.

“OIn two or three jurisdictions the county pays the TCA's salary.

Georgia:

“LJudges may receive county supplements.

“’Regional paid by state; circuit paid by counties.

“30nly a few courts have authority to hold jury trials.

“Fees and surcharges go to general county treasury or special funds, not directly
to court. Court must seek budget from county governing authority.

Hawaii:

“*Different information received from each circuit. 1% Circuit = $15,379,176; 2™
Circuit = $2,933,601; 5" Circuit = $1,037,895. Nothing reported from 3" Circuit.
6100 percent.

“"Although the court assesses a number of filing fees to litigants, these funds are
generalized into the state general fund. This is true for all fees and monetary
assessments required by the courts.

Idaho:
“BCities: $958,499; counties: $35,040,418.

lllinois:

“9State pays a set amount per year to each clerk. Clerk salaries vary by county.
*Some are 100 percent state funded; others are 100 percent county funded.
®State pays for transcripts for indigents.

®2State pays 100 percent for trial judges and 100 percent for state funded trial
court administrators, county pays for other trial court administrators.

3Six counties have.

%State provides salaries for probation officers.

Indiana:

%The superior, circuit, probate, and county courts have been combined into one
survey. All but one county in Indiana lacks a separate probate court. In those
counties, the circuit or superior courts exercise probate jurisdiction.

state funds the majority of all judicial salaries; however, a county may
supplement these salaries.

5"Both state and county funds are used. The source of funds is dependent upon
nature of travel.

*BFigures are not available. County expenditures on superior, circuit, probate, and
county courts in fiscal year 1997 totaled $28,007,251. State expenditures on the
state judicial system totaled $57,431,504 in fiscal year 1997, but the portion
devoted to superior, circuit, probate and county courts is unknown. Revenues
generated through operation of the circuit, superior, probate, and county courts
totaled $101,423,441 in fiscal year 1997.

9City courts typically do not have a full-time administrator.

%No separate figure for city courts is available. Instead, city and town courts are
combined for statistical purposes. Total city/town expenditures for city/town courts
during fiscal year 1997 were $5,168,206. Revenues generated through operation
of the city/town courts totaled $18,819,123 during fiscal year 1997. No state or
county funds were used to fund the city/town courts.

lowa:
SFacilities, office space, courtrooms.
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Kansas:

%2For judges, 80 percent; administrators, 40 percent.
5398 percent goes to salaries.

%Local courts pay for all operating expenses.
%Training sessions sponsored by supreme court.

Kentucky:

%pay counties for use of their facilities.

“’State funded, not by or through courts.

%Not part of court system.

%Not in court budget. 100 percent elsewhere in state budget.

Louisiana:
Varies.

Maine:

"All funding comes from the state but counties provide space for superior court.
"\/ery little child support is in superior court. Some child support work is eligible
for federal reimbursement.

An executive branch function.

"Supplemented by federal reimbursement.

"Probate courts are county funded.

Maryland:

"*The state funds the salaries of clerk of court staff.

""The state funds approved travel expenses for judges and clerks, while the local
jurisdiction funds travel expenses for court administrators.

8State contributes $5 per juror for reimbursement.

Michigan:

"Amount cannot be estimated.

%9These expenses are estimates before the legislature created the family division
of the circuit court and shifted juvenile expenses and related state revenues to the
circuit court in January 1998.

8l0perating and capital expenses are paid by the county or municipality that is the
local funding unit. Judicial salaries are paid 100 percent by the state, partly
through direct salary payment to judges and partly through reimbursement of local
salary supplements. The state has established a state fund which is allocated to
counties based on caseload and number of judges within the county, to offset
operating and capital expenses other than judicial salaries.

®Includes general fund and fees.

%Budgetary figures have been extrapolated from data collected in previous years.
No Michigan courts are funded by fees or surcharges. Costs may be assessed
along with fines, but the courts are not responsible for self-support.

8Expenses are estimates before the legislature created the family division of the
circuit court and shifted juvenile expenses and related state revenues to the circuit
court in January 1998.

Minnesota:
%The trial court does not fund itself with dedicated revenue.

Mississippi:
®No available figure.
%No data available.

Nebraska:

%Judges only; administrators are local.

8The court is primarily funded from a cash fund supported by assessments
against workers’ compensation insurers, risk management pools, and self-insured
employers.

“Court reporter fees are generally paid by the parties.

“The ordering party generally pays for the transcript and bill of exceptions.

New Hampshire:

“Fees and fines go to general fund of state.
%0nly one remains, part-time.
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New Jersey:

%“Not in judicial branch. State executive branch responsibility.

%State pays for all but county welfare office and county sheriff functions as well as
court facilities and security. Most functions are in judicial branch; some in
executive branch.

%probation is a judicial function; detention is executive, both state and county.
“Facilities and security. The superior court budget includes all probation costs
and expenses associated with child support enforcement, and the difference
between the total (line 1) and the state share (line 2) is the $41,510,000 for the
federal share of the child support enforcement program.

%The Statewide Automated Traffic/Automated Complaint System (ATS/ACS) is
completely offender financed through a $2 surcharge on all defendants found
guilty of a violation in municipal court.

“The Municipal Public Defender Act (P.L. 1997, c. 256) provides municipalities
with the ability to enact an ordinance that allows an application fee of up to $200
on defendants who apply for the services of a municipal public defender.
190C|erk/administrator.

1150me chambers and staff offices are in state buildings, but several chambers
are in county courthouses.

925¢tate responsibility when chambers are in state buildings, county when
chambers are in county courthouses.

New Mexico:

93executive branch function.

%% 3ury costs in civil trials paid in part by parties.

%pe novo review on appeal.

8\unicipal courts are eligible for reimbursement for automation related costs
from a legislatively mandated fund. A $6 per conviction fee is the source of
money.

7The thirty-three counties support probate courts.

New York:

1%8Not a supreme court responsibility. Fees and expenses for jurors, salaries and
office expenses for employees responsible for maintaining juror lists and
summoning prospective jurors, are budgeted in a separate jury program. In fiscal
year 1998-99, the jury program spent a total of $47,128,000. (Most jurors are
called for duty in the supreme and county courts.)

19Thjs amount is the total anticipated fiscal 1998-99 expenditure for the supreme
and county court program and for the portion of multi-jurisdictional courts in
smaller jurisdictions devoted to supreme and county court matters. In most of the
larger and mid-sized counties of New York State the supreme and county courts
are combined entities for both budgeting and operational purposes. In the thirty-
five smallest counties, multi-bench courts have supreme and county court
jurisdiction along with jurisdiction over other matters. In New York City, the
supreme court also has criminal jurisdiction over felonies. Elsewhere in the state,
county courts hear felony criminal matters and, with a few exceptions, civil matters
not exceeding $25,000.

"O|ncluding fees and expenses for jurors and salary and office expenses for
employees responsible for maintaining juror lists and summoning prospective
jurors, are budgeted in a separate jury program. In fiscal year 1997-98, a total of
$34,121,688 was spent by the jury program. Most jurors are called for duty in the
supreme and county courts.

™Two counties (Nassau and Suffolk) have district courts.

M2E|actronic recordings used.

350me courts use electronic recordings.

"4Not judiciary responsibility.

North Carolina:

"5Convicted indigent defendants may have judgment liens entered against them
for the value of the legal representation. Collections on such judgments are
retained to defray the costs of indigent defense (about $5.6 million in collections
during fiscal 1997-98).

MeCounty based division of social services agencies have substantial IV-D child
support responsibilities and receive some state and federal funds. The state
funds enforcement in other cases are administered primarily by clerks of superior
court.

"7Total expenditures in 1997-98 were $345,547,018. Totals shown for superior
and district court are limited substantially to judicial salaries and judicial support
staff and expense. Additional areas of expenditures include clerk’s operations
($85,574,303), indigent defense ($58,622,732), district attorney offices
($42,673,386), the AOC ($22,553,634), and other items. There are no data on
total spending by counties and municipalities on court facilities.

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated
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North Dakota:

H8Criminal—indigent, state pays 100 percent nonindigent, individual pays. Civil—
litigant pays.

19Ten percent individual.

120gycept building and maintenance costs.

12151l fees and surcharges are paid directly to the state general fund.

22De novo appeals only.

Ohio:

2\10st court of appeals employees are fully or partially state funded; others are
not.

2y/aries.

125 pcal and executive branch.

26Ejghty-five percent of judges’ salaries.

2 Thirty-three percent of judges’ salaries.

Oklahoma:

28Fees collected by local courts are the primary source of funds for local
operations. Usually counties provide only space.

29This court sits on an ad hoc basis. It has no personnel. It uses judges from the
district court. It has no appropriation.

Oregon:
¥The Support Enforcement Division is in the executive branch.

Pennsylvania:

¥1The state will pay 100% of personnel costs for county court administrators and
certain assistants and deputies beginning in January 2000 as part of Phase | of
the unification process. Therefore, the state’s share of the fiscal year costs will be
50%. The FY1999-2000 appropriation for the county court administrator's
appropriation is $13,136,000.

2Certain travel expenses for judges only are state funded; county pays for
administrators’ expenses.

133A portion of these costs is reimbursed by the state through a grant. The FY
1998-99 appropriation for this grant is $1,469,000.

¥The state provides an annual grant to the counties to defray the county costs
associated with the courts of common pleas. The FY 1998-99 grant appropriated
is $29,071,000.

135¢553,785,000 (FY 1998-99 Appropriation) + 29,071,000 (County Court
Reimbursement Grant) + 1,469,000 (Juror Cost Grant) = $84,325,000.

1¥650me travel expenses for district justices are state-funded.

37S0me travel expenses for the judges are state-funded.

¥ The state provides money in the form of grants to assist in funding law clerk
salaries and staff costs related to off-hours services for protection of abuse. The
FY 1998-99 appropriations for these grants are $39,000 and $200,000
respectively. $4,392,000 (FY 1998-99 Appropriation) + 39,000 (Law Clerk Grant)
+ 200,000 (Domestic Violence Grant) = $4,631,000.

ey 1998-99 appropriation.

10The state in recent years has provided a grant to the City of Pittsburgh to defray
a portion of the costs of this court. The FY 1998-99 appropriation for this grant is
$1.2 million. (The state grant provided in FY 1997-98 was $5,475,000.)

Rhode Island:

MIAll workers’ compensation court expenses paid by workers' compensation
insurance.

142100 percent—amount unknown.

South Carolina:

“*There are twenty Masters-in-Equity funded by the counties.

14Court reporters are state employees. Transcripts are paid for by the parties.
Parties are responsible for creating record for appeal.

“SEyunding is for both the circuit and family courts.

16This amount does not include local funding of $24,994,319 for the clerks of
court or local funding of $2,159,488 for the Masters-in-Equity.

“This amount is unavailable.

“8This percentage is unavailable.

“SCcourt reporters are paid by state. Transcripts paid by parties.

10This amount does not include local funding of $24,994,319 for the clerks of
court.

1511996-1997.

15219961997 collected fees and fines $60,630,262.

3percentage not known.

1541996-1997 collected fees and fines $31,517,497.

South Dakota:

*Not a part of court system.

6petention is not a part of the court system.

7A0C has $50,000 that is granted to local government for security.

%8 ocal government provides facilities, pays for juries, indigent defense,
transcripts, law libraries and witness fees. AOC does not have any cost estimates
on these.

Tennessee:

95ecretaries paid by state; others funded locally.

%0There are thirty-one separate criminal courts in the state, primarily located in
the metro area.

81A|l are employed by parties in civil cases or on a case-by-case basis.
82nknown because of state vs. local funding sources.

%3 There are two “probate courts” in the state. The rest of probate is handled by
limited/trial courts.

%For two probate courts except conference travel for judges.

Texas:

%5The basic salary of $92,217 for a district judge is paid by the state. Most
counties supplement the salary of a district judge by about five to ten percent.
$38,579,438 was appropriated by the Texas legislature for state fiscal 1998
(September 1, 1997 through August 31, 1998) for the salaries of district judges
and visiting district judges.

%6The state pays up to $1,500 per judge for the expenses of judges whose judicial
district is composed of more than one county. $505,000 was appropriated by the
Texas legislature for state fiscal 1998. The percentage that is state funded is
unknown.

67Texas Government Code Section 51.903, effective September 1, 1997,
establishes a Basic Civil Legal Services Account. The account is administered by
the supreme court and funded by additional filing fees collected by the courts.

The account is used to provide basic civil legal services to indigents. In state
fiscal 1998 (September 1, 1997 through August 31, 1998), the account receipts
were approximately $2,000,000.

%8cederal government pays 66 percent.

%9Total includes the amount paid from the $39,084,439 appropriated for the
salaries and expenses of district judges for state fiscal 1998 (September 1, 1997
through August 31, 1998).

°Some fees are required for court operations, e.g., the records management fee.
Such fees probably account for less than five percent of the budgets for county
courts at law.

"Texas Government Code Section 51.903, effective September 1, 1997,
establishes a Basic Civil Legal Services Account. The account is administered by
the supreme court and is funded by additional filing fees collected by the supreme
court, courts of appeal, district courts, county courts, and justice of the peace
courts. The account is used to provide basic civil legal services to indigents. In
state fiscal 1998 (September 1, 1997 through August 31, 1998), the account
receipts were approximately $2,000,000. The only disbursements during the year
were for administrative costs. Disbursements to provide basic civil legal services
to indigents will begin state fiscal year 1999.

2The salaries for county court at law judges and statutory probate court judges
are paid by counties. However, the state reimburses $30,000 per judge to
counties that participate in a program to raise salaries to specified levels. The
state reimbursed counties approximately $5,100,000 during the last fiscal year.
The percentage that $5,100,000 represents of the total of all salaries for county
court at law judges and statutory probate judges is estimated at thirty percent.
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Texas, continued

"The estimate would be the $5,100,000 reimbursed by the state to counties for
the salaries of the statutory probate court judges.

4|l trials are de novo.

5Texas Government Code section 51.903, effective September 1, 1997,
establishes a Basic Civil Legal Services Account. The account is administered by
the supreme court and is funded by additional filing fees collected by the supreme
court, courts of appeal, district courts, statutory and constitutional county courts,
and justice of the peace courts. The account is used to provide basic civil legal
services to indigents. In state fiscal 1998 (September 1, 1997 through August 31,
1998), account receipts were approximately $2,000,000. The only disbursements
during the year were for administrative costs. Disbursements to provide basic civil
legal services to indigents will begin in state fiscal 1999.

% S0me fees are required for court operations, e.g., the administrative fee for
requesting a driving safety course. Such fees probably account for less than one
percent of the budgets for justice of the peace courts.

7 judges salaries are paid directly by counties. However, the state reimburses a
portion of those salaries to counties that participate in a program to raise the
salaries to specified levels. The amount reimbursed is $30,000 per judge. Of the
approximately 200 county court at law judges and statutory probate court judges,
in the state, counties representing 145 judges participated in the program in state
fiscal 1998 (September 1, 1997 through August 31, 1998). The state reimbursed
counties approximately $5,100,000 during that fiscal year. The percentage that
$5,100,000 represents of the total of all salaries for county court at law judges and
statutory probate court judges is unknown, but is estimated to be around thirty
percent.

8Federal government pays 66 percent.

The total includes the $5,100,000 reimbursed for the salaries of the county
court at law judges and statutory probate court judges.

1¥050me fees are required to be used for municipal court operations. An example
is the municipal court building security fee, which is adopted on a local option
basis. Although unknown, all such fees probably account for less than one
percent of the budgets for municipal courts.

Utah:

*8ndigent defense, some security and some small miscellaneous.

®2Fees and surcharges do not come to the courts directly but go to general fund.
A building fund is financed by fees and three and one-half million is needed to pay
for the yearly cost of the Salt Lake courthouse bond.

¥ There is one state level justice court administrator, 100 percent state-funded.
There are some local administrators, 100 percent local-funded.

8450me probation officers funded by fees.

Vermont:

¥ Eyecutive branch.

18| fees and surcharges are deposited into the general fund of state
government.

7Fees are approximately $1.1 million.

Virginia:
BCounty/local funds civil jury costs. State funds criminal jury costs.

Washington:

¥95tate pays half of salary, half of benefits, all of retirement.

190 atest figures from 1995: general jurisdiction—superior court $47,432,868,
county clerk (separately elected county clerk’s offices) $28,202.299, juvenile
(includes detention and probation costs) $63,707,458. Limited jurisdiction—
district court $52,253,868.

West Virginia:

¥1The West Virginia court system funds probation services, but not detention
services.

2\unicipal courts are not part of the unified state court system and are not
subject to administration by the supreme court or the AOC.

Wisconsin:

1%3The state pays 100 percent of the salaries of official court reporters who provide
court reporting for circuit court judges. This does not include court reporting
services provided to full-time court commissioners paid by the county.

¥Court fees are collected by the clerks of courts and forwarded to the state to
administer the trial court automation program.
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Wisconsin , continued

®50Official court reporters and freelance court reporters charge a fee for producing
transcripts. The court reporters retain the fees earned for transcript production. In
criminal actions, both the county and the state’s public defender office pay the
transcript fees to court reporters. In civil actions both the county and third parties
pay transcript fees to court reporters.

198 Eyecutive branch functions.

¥The Interpreter Services Reimbursement Program ($182,500 annually) allows
counties to submit reimbursement requests to the state court administrator’s office
for interpreter services paid for by the counties for in-court services provided to an
indigent client who is either (1) a person charged with a crime; (2) a child or parent
involved with child welfare of juvenile justice; (3) a person subject to proceedings
involving competency, mental health, alcohol or other drug abuse, or development
disabilities issues; or (4) a witness in either a criminal proceeding or a proceeding
identified in (2) or (3) above. Statutes allow the SCAO to reimburse a county up
to a maximum of $70 per day per interpreter.

*8This represents judicial branch expenditures only.

¥This includes expenditures paid for by the state’s judicial branch for the
operation of the circuit courts and excludes total expenditures paid by the state
public defender and other executive branch agencies.

2Unaudited amount reported by counties to the state court administrator’s office.
Counties vary in what they include in this figure.

21The municipal courts are funded solely by municipalities with a municipal court.
By statute the courts may charge $15 to $23 in court costs. The state gets $5 of
the amount; the rest is kept by the municipality. No other costs, fees or
surcharges remain in the municipality—they are all distributed to the county and
state.

Legend: G=General Jurisdiction, L=Limited Jurisdiction,
S=State, C=County, M=Local (municipal/village),
F=Fees, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Accounting Accounts Payable Administrative Meetings

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Alabama
Supreme Court o 1 Y 1 Y 1
Court of Civil Appeals ) 5 ) 5 (=) N/S
Court of Criminal Appeals Y 2 Y 2 =) 1
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) =) 1 =) 2
Arizona
Supreme Court* N/S N/S ~ ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals, Division One ) 2 ) 2 =) 2
Court of Appeals, Division Two Y 1 Y 1 o)
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals Y 2 Y 2 o)
California
Supreme Court o .3 o .3 =) N/S
Court of Appeal, 1% District o o o
Court of Appeal, 2" District Py 1 Py 1 o
Court of Appeal, 3" District ° 2 ° 1 ° 1
Court of Appeal, 4" District e 1 e 1 e
Court of Appeal, 5™ District ° 3 ° 3 e 1
Court of Appeal, 6" District PS 1 PS 1 o
Colorado
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 o)
Court of Appeals ) 1 ) 1 =)
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court o) o) (=) 1
Delaware
Supreme Court o) [ 1 o)
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals (=) 5 (=) 5 ) 1
Florida
Supreme Court o) [ 1 =) 3
1% District Court of Appeals o o e 3
2" District Court of Appeals o o o
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals e 5 o e 3
5™ District Court of Appeals o o o
Georgia
Supreme Court o .3 Y .3 o)
Court of Appeals o) o) (=) 1
Hawaii
Supreme Court ) 2 ) 2 (=) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals Y 2 Y 2 =) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Illinois
Supreme Court =) 5 =) 5 =) 1
Appellate Court, 1 District PY 1 PY 1 ° 1
Appellate Court, 2" District ) 1 ) 5 ) 2
Appellate Court, 4" District e 3 e 3 e 1
Appellate Court, 5™ District e 1 e 1 o
Indiana
Supreme Court o) =) 2 o)
Court of Appeals o) (=) 2 o)
Tax Court e} (=) 2 e}

Legend: e=Total, e=Partial, >=None, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 127
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Assignments for

Administrative Staff Attorney Admissions Attorney Reqistration
Clerk's Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff

Alabama
Supreme Court [ 1 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Civil Appeals Y N/S o) o)
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 o) o)
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 =) 1
Arizona
Supreme Court* N/S N/S N/S N/S ~ ~
Court of Appeals, Division One Y 2 o) o)
Court of Appeals, Division Two (0] o o
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) ) 1 (=) 1
California
Supreme Court [ N/S =) 1 =) 2
Court of Appeal, 1% District o e 1 o
Court of Appeal, 2" District ° 1 o o 2
Court of Appeal, 3" District Py 1 ) 1 o
Court of Appeal, 4" District ° e o
Court of Appeal, 5" District P 1 o 3 e 3
Court of Appeal, 6" District o o o
Colorado
Supreme Court =) 2 =) 4 ) 4
Court of Appeals =) 1 o) o)
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court o) o) o)
Delaware
Supreme Court o) =) 1 =) 1
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals Y 5 =) 4 =) 4
Florida
Supreme Court o) =) 1 =) .3
1 District Court of Appeals o) o) le)
2" District Court of Appeals o o o
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals o ~ ~ o
5" District Court of Appeals o o o
Georgia
Supreme Court =) 3 [ 2 ~ ~
Court of Appeals =) 2 Y 3 Y 3
Hawaii
Supreme Court o 1 o 4 =) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals (=) 1 ) 4 (=) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) ) 1 o)
lllinois
Supreme Court o Q 1 e}
Appellate Court, 1% District o o o
Appellate Court, 2™ District e 8 o o
Appellate Court, 4™ District o o o
Appellate Court, 5" District ° 1 o o
Indiana
Supreme Court o) =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals o) =) 1 =) 1
Tax Court [e) = 1 = 1
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Bar Grievance Matters Budget Preparation Commissions and Boards
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Alabama
Supreme Court =) 1 Y 1 ~ ~
Court of Civil Appeals o) ) 1 o)
Court of Criminal Appeals o) ) 1 o)
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 1 o)
Arizona
Supreme Court* ~ ~ ~ ~ N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, Division One o) ) 4 o)
Court of Appeals, Division Two o) Y 1 o)
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 1 =) 3
California
Supreme Court =) N/S =) .3 =) 1
Court of Appeal, 1% District o o o
Court of Appeal, 2" District o Py 1 o
Court of Appeal, 3" District o ° 2 o
Court of Appeal, 4" District o e 1 e
Court of Appeal, 5™ District o ° 5 o
Court of Appeal, 6" District e 1 PS 1 o
Colorado
Supreme Court =) 2 =) 2 =) 20
Court of Appeals o) ) 1 o)
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court o) (=) 1 o)
Delaware
Supreme Court o) o) o)
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 3 o)
Florida
Supreme Court =) 1 o) o)
1 District Court of Appeals o e 1 o
2" District Court of Appeals o o o
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals e 1 o o
5" District Court of Appeals o o o
Georgia
Supreme Court (=) 3 (=) 3 (=) 1
Court of Appeals 1 [~ 1 2
Hawaii
Supreme Court =) 2 o 2 =) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals (=) 2 ) 2 (=) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
lllinois
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 10
Appellate Court, 1% District o P 1 o
Appellate Court, 2™ District o o 2 o 1
Appellate Court, 4™ District o o o
Appellate Court, 5 District o o 1 o
Indiana
Supreme Court o) =) 3 =) 20
Court of Appeals o) =) 3 =) 20
Tax Court o) =) 3 =) 20
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Court Statistics Data Processing Facility Management
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff

Alabama
Supreme Court Y 10 =) 30 o)
Court of Civil Appeals ) 10 ) 10 ) 1
Court of Criminal Appeals Y 1 =) 1 =) 1
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals Y 10 Y 15 =) 1
Arizona
Supreme Court* N/S N/S ~ ~ N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, Division One ) 20 ) 160 (=) 1
Court of Appeals, Division Two Y 1 Y .8 Y 1
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 3 =) 1 =) 1
California
Supreme Court =) N/S =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeal, 1* District e 1 PY 30 o
Court of Appeal, 2" District Py 1.4 Py 40 Py 11
Court of Appeal, 3" District ° 15 ° 20 ° 1
Court of Appeal, 4" District e 5 e PS
Court of Appeal, 5™ District ° 3 ° 20 ° 5
Court of Appeal, 6" District P 1 e 10 P 1
Colorado
Supreme Court Y 10 Y 50 =) 2
Court of Appeals ) 10 (=) 10 (=) 1
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court (=) 1 ) 50 o)
Delaware
Supreme Court [ 10 ~ ~ [ 1
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals ) .3 ) 10 (=) 3
Florida
Supreme Court [ 1 =) 90 o)
1% District Court of Appeals P 10 e 3 o
2" District Court of Appeals ° 10 e 10 o
3" District Court of Appeals Py 10 ) 150 o
4" District Court of Appeals ° 5 ° 120 o
5™ District Court of Appeals P 10 e 10 o
Georgia
Supreme Court o 2 o 20 =) 2
Court of Appeals 1 o) o)
Hawaii
Supreme Court (=) 5 ) 70 =) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals (=) 5 ) 70 (=) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Illinois
Supreme Court o 10 =) 10 =) 1
Appellate Court, 1* District PY 20 e 10 e 1
Appellate Court, 2" District Py 3 Py 50 Py 3
Appellate Court, 4" District ° 5 o o
Appellate Court, 5™ District P 10 e 10 P 3
Indiana
Supreme Court o) o) =) 1
Court of Appeals o) o) (=) 1
Tax Court o) o) =) 1
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Liaison with
Legal Research Leqislature and Other Courts Payroll
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Alabama
Supreme Court [ 5 =) 4 [ 1
Court of Civil Appeals =) N/S =) N/S Y 1
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 ) 1
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 =) 1
Arizona
Supreme Court! ~ ~ ~ ~ N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, Division One o) =) 20 Y 2
Court of Appeals, Division Two o) (=) 1 ) 1
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 o) ) 2
California
Supreme Court (=) N/S (=) N/S (=) 1
Court of Appeal, 1% District o e 1 o
Court of Appeal, 2" District e 6 e 2 e 2
Court of Appeal, 3" District o ) 2 Py 1
Court of Appeal, 4™ District o P P 1
Court of Appeal, 5" District o e 3 o 3
Court of Appeal, 6™ District o o 1 ° 1
Colorado
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 20 (=) 1
Court of Appeals o) =) 10 Y 1
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court o) o) o)
Delaware
Supreme Court =) 2 o) o)
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals =) 8 o) =) 1
Florida
Supreme Court =) 5 =) 1 o)
1 District Court of Appeals e 5 e 1 o
2" District Court of Appeals ) 5 o o
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals o e 1 o
5" District Court of Appeals o o o
Georgia
Supreme Court =) 3 o) [} 3
Court of Appeals 1 [~ 1
Hawaii
Supreme Court o) =) 15 [ 5
Intermediate Court of Appeals o) =) 1.5 Y 5
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Illinois
Supreme Court =) 2 o) =) 1
Appellate Court, 1 District o o PY 1
Appellate Court, 2" District ) N/S ) 2 ) 2
Appellate Court, 4" District e 5 o o
Appellate Court, 5™ District e 4 e 10 e 1
Indiana
Supreme Court o) =) 30 o 2
Court of Appeals o) (=) 30 ) 2
Tax Court o) =) 30 o 2
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Personnel Property Control Purchasing
Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk's Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Alabama
Supreme Court ) 1 ) 1 ) 1
Court of Civil Appeals Y 1 Y 1 Y 1
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 ) 1 ) 1
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 =) 1
Arizona
Supreme Court* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals, Division One o 3 o 2 o 3
Court of Appeals, Division Two ) 1 ) 1 ) 1
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 3 ) 1
California
Supreme Court (=) .3 ) N/S (=) .3
Court of Appeal, 1% District e 1 o o
Court of Appeal, 2" District ° 3 ° 3 ° 3
Court of Appeal, 3" District Py 2 Py 1 Py 2
Court of Appeal, 4™ District P 1 ° P
Court of Appeal, 5" District P 5 PS 3 P 3
Court of Appeal, 6™ District ° 1 o ° 1
Colorado
Supreme Court ) 1 ) 1 ) 1
Court of Appeals =) 1 Y 1 Y 1
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court o) o) o)
Delaware
Supreme Court =) 1 ~ ~ =) 1
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals =) 5 =) 3 =) 1
Florida
Supreme Court [e) O @)
1 District Court of Appeals e 3 o o
2" District Court of Appeals o o o
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals e 3 e 1 o
5" District Court of Appeals o o o
Georgia
Supreme Court [ 3 [ 2 [ 5
Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 1 o)
Hawaii
Supreme Court =) 1 o 1 =) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals (=) 1 ) 1 (=) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
lllinois
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 1
Appellate Court, 1% District P 1 o P 1
Appellate Court, 2™ District ° 3 e 1 P 3
Appellate Court, 4™ District e 3 e 3 e 5
Appellate Court, 5 District P 2 P 5 P 1
Indiana
Supreme Court ) 3 ) 1 ) 1
Court of Appeals o 3 o 1 o 1
Tax Court Py 3 ® 1 ° 1
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Technical Assistance

Records Management Research/Planning to Lower Courts

Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Alabama
Supreme Court ) 1 (=) N/S (=) 10
Court of Civil Appeals o 1 Y 1 Y 10
Court of Criminal Appeals ) 1 (=) 5 (=) 1
Alaska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 2 (=) .3 (=) 1
Arizona
Supreme Court! ~ ~ ~ ~ N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, Division One Y 2 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals, Division Two ) 5 (=) 1 1
Arkansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 1 (=) (=) 1
California
Supreme Court ) 1 (=) N/S (=) N/S
Court of Appeal, 1% District P 2 e 1 e 10
Court of Appeal, 2" District ° 2 o 2 o 20
Court of Appeal, 3" District Py 16 ) 5 Py 30
Court of Appeal, 4™ District ° 1 e P
Court of Appeal, 5" District P 1 P 5 e 3
Court of Appeal, 6™ District ° 1 o 1 ° 1
Colorado
Supreme Court ) 5 (=) 2 [e)
Court of Appeals 1 =) 1 o)
Connecticut
Supreme Court/Appellate Court Y 5 =) 1 =) 1
Delaware
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 =) 20
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals ) 4 (=) N/S o)
Florida
Supreme Court [ 10 o) o)
1% District Court of Appeals PS 3 e 3 e 10
2" District Court of Appeals P 2 o P 5
3" District Court of Appeals o o o
4" District Court of Appeals ° 14 e 1 e 10
5™ District Court of Appeals PS 1 o P 80
Georgia
Supreme Court o 3.3 =) 2 o)
Court of Appeals ) 1.5 (=) .3 o)
Hawaii
Supreme Court [ 7 =) 1 =) 1
Intermediate Court of Appeals Y 7 =) 1 =) 1
Idaho
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 1 o) o)
Illinois
Supreme Court o 7 =) 1 =) 10
Appellate Court, 1 District PY 1 o o
Appellate Court, 2" District Py 3 ) 2 ) 1
Appellate Court, 4" District P 5 e 3 o
Appellate Court, 5™ District P e o
Indiana
Supreme Court o 3 =) 2 o)
Court of Appeals ) 3 (=) 2 o)
Tax Court o 3 =) 2 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Accounting Accounts Payable Administrative Meetings

Clerk’s Office Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals @ 2 o) Q 2
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals @ 3 o) o)
Kentucky
Supreme Court Q 3 Q 3 o)
Court of Appeals (=) 4 o) =) 1
Louisiana
Supreme Court ) 1.5 ) 5 [~) .3
Court of Appeal, 1% Circuit ° 3 ° 3 e 3
Court of Appeal, 2" Circuit ° 1 ° 1 ° 2
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit P 1 P 2 P 1
Court of Appeal, 5™ Circuit ° 2 ° 2 o
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court ° N/S® o o
Maryland
Court of Appeals ) 5 ) 5 o)
Court of Special Appeals @ 1 Q 1 o)
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court o) Q 1 Q 1
Appeals Court ) 3 ) 3 [=) 1
Michigan
Supreme Court fe) fe) [=) N/S
Court of Appeals 0] 0] (=) 1
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals Q o) Q N/S
Missouri
Supreme Court Q 1 o) o)
Court of Appeals, Southern fe) ) 1 =) 2
Court of Appeals, Western ) 1 ) 1 (=) 5
Montana
Supreme Court Q 1 Q 1 o)
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals [=) A1 0] [~ 1
Nevada
Supreme Court o) o) ) 1
New Hampshire
Supreme Court Q 1 Q 1 ) 1
New Jersey
Supreme Court Q 1 o) ) .
Appellate Div. of Superior Court [e) [e) (=) 3
New Mexico
Supreme Court ) 2 ) 2 fe)
Court of Appeals ) 2 ) 2 Q 3’
New York
Court of Appeals Q 1 Q 1 Q 2
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. e 1 o e 1
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. ) 2 1o ) 1
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. ° 1 ° 1 ° 2
Appellate Division, 4™ Dept. ° 1 ° 1 e 2
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. (=) 1 ) 1 (=) 1

134 State Court Organization, 1998 Legend: e=Total, e=Partial, =None ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated



Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Assignments for

Administrative Staff Attorney Admissions Attorney Reqistration
Clerk's Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) ) 2 (=) 2
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) Y 2 Y 1.3
Kentucky
Supreme Court o) =) 3 =) 3
Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Louisiana
Supreme Court =) 2 =) 2 =) .3
Court of Appeal, 1* Circuit PY 3 o o
Court of Appeal, 2™ Circuit Py 3 o o
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit ° 3 o o
Court of Appeal, 5" Circuit PS 2 o o
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court o) o) o)
Maryland
Court of Appeals o) Y 5 Y 5
Court of Special Appeals o) o) o)
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court o) o) o)
Appeals Court (@) O (@)
Michigan
Supreme Court o) =) N/S o)
Court of Appeals (=) 4 o) o)
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) ) 1.3
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) (=) N/S (=) N/S
Missouri
Supreme Court =) 1 ) 4 ~ ~
Court of Appeals, Southern =) 2 o) o)
Court of Appeals, Western (=) 1 o) o)
Montana
Supreme Court o) [ 5 [ 5
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 o)
Nevada
Supreme Court o) [ 5 o)
New Hampshire
Supreme Court [ 1 ) 1 o)
New Jersey
Supreme Court ) 1 ) 13 (=) 2
Appellate Div. of Superior Court o) o) o)
New Mexico
Supreme Court ~ ~ o 1 o 1
Court of Appeals (=) 1 o) o)
New York
Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 15 o)
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. e 5 o o
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. ° 1 ) 2 1)
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. Py 1 Py 2 o
Appellate Division, 4" Dept. e 3 PY 2 e 1
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. o 1 o) o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Bar Grievance Matters Budget Preparation Commissions and Boards
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 2 Y 20
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) =) 1 Y 5
Kentucky
Supreme Court =) 3 o) o)
Court of Appeals o Q 1 O
Louisiana
Supreme Court (=) 2 ) 2 o) .24
Court of Appeal, 1% Circuit o P 2 o
Court of Appeal, 2" Circuit o ° 1 o
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit o Py 2 o
Court of Appeal, 5™ Circuit o ° 2 o
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court ° N/S® o o)
Maryland
Court of Appeals ) 5 o) o)
Court of Special Appeals o) o) o)
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court o) o) o)
Appeals Court e} Q 4 O
Michigan
Supreme Court (=) N/S (=) N/S (=) N/S
Court of Appeals o) =) 1 o)
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) =) .3
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S o)
Missouri
Supreme Court o) =) 5 =) 1
Court of Appeals, Southern le) ) 1 o)
Court of Appeals, Western o) =) 5 o)
Montana
Supreme Court =) 1 Y 1 o)
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 1 o) Y .3
Nevada
Supreme Court =) 1 =) .3 =) .3
New Hampshire
Supreme Court =) 1 o) Y 1
New Jersey
Supreme Court =) 35 =) 1 =) 30
Appellate Div. of Superior Court o) (=) 1 o)
New Mexico
Supreme Court o) [ 2 [ 10
Court of Appeals o) Y 1.5 o)
New York
Court of Appeals o) =) 2 o)
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. o e 5 o
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. o ) 1.5 o
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. ) 2 Py 2 o)
Appellate Division, 4™ Dept. e 2 P 2 o
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. o) o 1 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Court Statistics Data Processing Facility Management

Clerk's Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 20 o) (=) 1
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 .2 90 le)
Kentucky
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 1
Court of Appeals Y 20 =) 10 =) 1
Louisiana
Supreme Court o .3 o 8.3 o 6.5
Court of Appeal, 1* Circuit PY 3 PY 20 PY 3
Court of Appeal, 2™ Circuit Py 4 Py 10 Py 3
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit ° 10 ° 50 ° 1
Court of Appeal, 5" Circuit PS 20 e 10 PS 2
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court =) N/S® o) o)
Maryland
Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Court of Special Appeals (=) .3 (=) 10 (=) 2
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court (=) 20 o) o)
Appeals Court =) 20 Y 100 o)
Michigan
Supreme Court o N/S =) 10 o)
Court of Appeals ) 10 (=) 10 (=) 1
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) N/S o) (=) N/S
Missouri
Supreme Court o) N/S N/S (=) 2
Court of Appeals, Southern o 10 o 30 o 1
Court of Appeals, Western (=) 5 ) 10 ) 1
Montana
Supreme Court [ 50 o) =) 1
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 1 ) 60 (=) 2
Nevada
Supreme Court [ 10 =) 3 =) 5
New Hampshire
Supreme Court ) 3 [e) (=) 1
New Jersey
Supreme Court [ 10 =) 1.8 =) 1
Appellate Div. of Superior Court Y 3 Y 350 =) 1
New Mexico
Supreme Court o 10 =) 10 o 2
Court of Appeals (=) 5 ) 50 (=) 5
New York
Court of Appeals ) 20 ) 40 (=) 1
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. e 5 o o
Appellate Division, 2™ Dept. ) 20 Py 40 Py 3
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. Py 10 Py 40 Py 2
Appellate Division, 4" Dept. PY 10 PY 30 PY 2
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. =) 10 o 100 =) 1
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Liaison with
Legal Research Leqislature and Other Courts Payroll
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office.  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 20 o)
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) =) 1
Kentucky
Supreme Court =) 1 o) o)
Court of Appeals o) =) 5 o)
Louisiana
Supreme Court =) 2.8 =) .3 =) 5
Court of Appeal, 1* Circuit e 3 PY 3 PY 3
Court of Appeal, 2™ Circuit ) 5 ) 1 Py 1
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit ° 14 o 10 ° 2
Court of Appeal, 5 Circuit o e 20 PS 1
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court =) N/Ss® o) o)
Maryland
Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Court of Special Appeals (=) 5 (=) 2 o)
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court le) (=) 10 le)
Appeals Court Y 5 =) .3 Y 3
Michigan
Supreme Court o) =) N/S =) N/S
Court of Appeals (=) 4 (=) 10 o)
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) N/S (=) N/S o)
Missouri
Supreme Court [e) (=) 15 ) 1
Court of Appeals, Southern =) 2 =) 10 Y 1
Court of Appeals, Western (=) 5 (=) .3 ) 1
Montana
Supreme Court o) =) 20 o)
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Nevada
Supreme Court =) 4 =) 3 o)
New Hampshire
Supreme Court [ 1 =) 5 o)
New Jersey
Supreme Court (=) 2.5 (=) 1 o)
Appellate Div. of Superior Court le) 05 1 [~ 3
New Mexico
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 o 2
Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 20 ) 2
New York
Court of Appeals (=) 25 (=) 10 (=) 2
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. o o o
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. 1) ° 10 1)
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. ) 3 ) 10 ) 1
Appellate Division, 4" Dept. I~ 3 I~ 20 ° 1
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. =) 1 =) 120 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Personnel Property Control Purchasing

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 2 =) 2
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) N/S o) =) N/S
Kentucky
Supreme Court =) A A A
Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 =) 1
Louisiana
Supreme Court (=) 7 ) 3 [ 1.1
Court of Appeal, 1% Circuit o 2 P 2 P 2
Court of Appeal, 2" Circuit ° 3 ° 3 ° 3
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit Py 2 Py 1 Py 1
Court of Appeal, 5™ Circuit ° 2 ° 1 ° 2
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court o) o) o)
Maryland
Court of Appeals (@) (@) (@)
Court of Special Appeals =) .3 o) =) 2
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court =) 1 o) =) 1
Appeals Court ) 1 o) (=) 7
Michigan
Supreme Court (=) N/S o) o)
Court of Appeals =) 1 o) o)
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S =)
Missouri
Supreme Court =) 5 N/S N/S o 2
Court of Appeals, Southern ) 1 ) 1 ) 1
Court of Appeals, Western Y 1 Y 1 Y 1
Montana
Supreme Court Y 6 =) 2 =) 1
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 1 =) 1
Nevada
Supreme Court o) =) 3 =) 3
New Hampshire
Supreme Court =) A o) =) A
New Jersey
Supreme Court o) =) A =) 2
Appellate Div. of Superior Court ~ 1 o o
New Mexico
Supreme Court [ 2 [ 2 ) 2
Court of Appeals Y 2 Y 2 Y 2
New York
Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 1 =) 3
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. o o} o
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. Py 4 o o
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. ) 1 Py 2 Py 1
Appellate Division, 4™ Dept. e 1 P 1 P 1
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. o) ) 1 ) 2
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Technical Assistance

Records Management Research/Planning to Lower Courts

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
lowa
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals Y 7 =) 2 =) 20
Kansas
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Kentucky
Supreme Court 1 =) 1 o)
Court of Appeals (=) 3 (=) 2 (=) 30
Louisiana
Supreme Court [ 7.3 =) 3 =) 1.8
Court of Appeal, 1% Circuit PS 6 o 3 P 2.4
Court of Appeal, 2" Circuit ° 3 P 3 P 2
Court of Appeal, 3" Circuit Py 5 o ) 40
Court of Appeal, 5™ Circuit ° 5 e 3 P 50
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court o N/s® o o N/s®
Maryland
Court of Appeals [e) (@) (@)
Court of Special Appeals (=) 5 (=) 3 (=) 3
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Y 5 o) o)
Appeals Court ) 12 (=) 2 (=) 30
Michigan
Supreme Court ) 1.5 (=) N/S o)
Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 1 o)
Minnesota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)
Mississippi
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals Y N/S =) N/S o)
Missouri
Supreme Court ) 4 ~ ~ o
Court of Appeals, Southern ) 4 (=) 2 (=) 20
Court of Appeals, Western Y 1 ~ ~ =) .3
Montana
Supreme Court ) 6 (@) (@)
Nebraska
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 1 o)
Nevada
Supreme Court Y 2 =) .3 o)
New Hampshire
Supreme Court Y .3 =) 1 o)
New Jersey
Supreme Court o 1.3 o 1 o)
Appellate Div. of Superior Court [ 4 =) 2 (@)
New Mexico
Supreme Court [ 3 [ 1 10
Court of Appeals Y 1 3 =) 30
New York
Court of Appeals o 4 =) 4 o 10
Appellate Division, 1% Dept. o o} o
Appellate Division, 2" Dept. e 2 ~ ~ 1)
Appellate Division, 3" Dept. Py 1 Py 1 o)
Appellate Division, 4™ Dept. P 2 P 3 o
Appellate Terms of Superior Ct. (=) 1 o) o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Accounting Accounts Payable Administrative Meetings

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court o 1 o 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals o) o) (=) 1
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) (=) 1 =) 1
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts o o o
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 5 ) 2 o)
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court o) o) o)
Superior Court o) (=) 5 (=) 1
Commonwealth Court o) o) o)
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court o) o) =) 1
Circuit Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 =) 1
Rhode Island
Supreme Court [~ 1 [~ 1 (=) 1
South Carolina
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 1
Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 1 =) 4
South Dakota
Supreme Court o) =) 2 =) 1
Tennessee
Supreme Court, Eastern o 1 o 1 o)
Supreme Court, Western =) 1 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals ° 1 ° 1 ¢}
Court of Criminal Appeals ) 1 ) 1 o)
Texas
Supreme Court [e) O (@)
Court of Criminal Appeals o 2 Y 2 =) 15
Court of Appeals, 1% District PY 2 PY 2 o
Court of Appeals, 2" District Py 1 Py 1 o
Court of Appeals, 3" District ° 2 ° 5 o 1
Court of Appeals, 5" District o o e 1
Court of Appeals, 6" District ° 2 ° 2 o
Court of Appeals, 7" District P 2 PS 2 o
Utah
Supreme Court =) 5 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals (=) 5 (=) 5 o)
Vermont
Supreme Court (@) O (@)
Virginia
Supreme Court =) 3 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Washington
Supreme Court [~ 5 (@) (@)
Court of Appeals o) (=) N/S o)
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals (=) 1 o) =) 1
Wisconsin
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) (=) 1 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Assignments for

Administrative Staff Attorney Admissions Attorney Registrations
Clerk’s Office Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals (@) (@) (@)
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) ) 5 ) 5
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts o) (=) (=]
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals [e) o) (@)
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court e} =) 1 o
Superior Court Q 1 e} e}
Commonwealth Court 0 (@) (@)
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court o) Y 2 Y 2
Circuit Court of Appeals =) 1 o o
Rhode Island
Supreme Court [ 3 [ 1.5 [ 3
South Carolina
Supreme Court [ 1 =) 2.5 ~ ~
Court of Appeals ) 1 (@) (@)
South Dakota
Supreme Court 0 =) 2 )
Tennessee
Supreme Court, Eastern [e) [ 1 O
Supreme Court, Western o) (=] 1 @)
Court of Appeals e} ® 1 o
Court of Criminal Appeals o) ) 1 o)
Texas
Supreme Court 0 ° 1 =) 1
Court of Criminal Appeals ~ ~ O @)
Court of Appeals, 1* District o o o
Court of Appeals, 2" District 1) o) o)
Court of Appeals, 3" District o o o
Court of Appeals, 5" District o o o
Court of Appeals, 6" District o o o
Court of Appeals, 7" District o o o
Utah
Supreme Court o) =} 1 = 1
Court of Appeals O
Vermont
Supreme Court o Q A O
Virginia
Supreme Court [e) ) 1 ) 1
Court of Appeals =) N/S o) o)
Washington
Supreme Court e} ® 1 o
Court of Appeals (@) (@) (@)
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 ) 1
Wisconsin
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) (=) 2 (=) 2
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Bar Grievance Matters Budget Preparation Commissions and Boards
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court [~ 1 [~ 1 @)
Court of Appeals e} Q 1 O
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) .3 (=) 10
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts (=] (=] (@)
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals le) ) 1 o)
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court =) 5 o) =) 2
Superior Court o) (@) (@)
Commonwealth Court O @) (e}
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court Y 1 =) 1 =) 20
Circuit Court of Appeals e} Q 2 O
Rhode Island
Supreme Court o) o) =) 5
South Carolina
Supreme Court =) 15 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals e} =) 1 O
South Dakota
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 =) 10
Tennessee
Supreme Court, Eastern [~ 1 (=] 1 (@)
Supreme Court, Western (=) 1 o) o)
Court of Appeals ) 1 Q 1 ¢}
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 o)
Texas
Supreme Court [e) O (@)
Court of Criminal Appeals o) o 3 o)
Court of Appeals, 1% District o ° 2 o
Court of Appeals, 2™ District 1) =) 2 o)
Court of Appeals, 3" District o ° 1 o
Court of Appeals, 5" District o e 1 o
Court of Appeals, 6" District o ° 2 o
Court of Appeals, 7" District o PY 2 o
Utah
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals o) (=) 5 o)
Vermont
Supreme Court [e) [e) (=) 1
Virginia
Supreme Court [e) (=) 1 [e)
Court of Appeals o) =) N/S =) N/S
Washington
Supreme Court o) o) =) 5
Court of Appeals o) (=) N/S o)
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 o)
Wisconsin
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) .3 (=) 1 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Court Statistics Data Processing Facility Management
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court o 10 o 10 =) 1
Court of Appeals ) 10 o) (=) 1
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 4 (=) 5 (=) 4
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts (=) o) o)
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 2 (=) 10 (=) 1

Pennsylvania

Supreme Court =) 1 o) =) 1
Superior Court (=) 20 (=) 400 o)

Commonwealth Court Y 1 o) o)

Puerto Rico

Supreme Court o 10 =) 90 o)

Circuit Court of Appeals ) 10 o) (=) 2
Rhode Island

Supreme Court [ 1.5 o) o)

South Carolina

Supreme Court [ 5 =) 4.5 =) 3
Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 50 =) 2
South Dakota

Supreme Court =) 20 =) 30 =) 1
Tennessee

Supreme Court, Eastern o 10 o 10 =) 1
Supreme Court, Western (=) 10 ) 60 (=) 1
Court of Appeals =) 10 =) 10 =) 1
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 10 (=) 10 (=) 1
Texas

Supreme Court [ 10 =) 5 =) 5
Court of Criminal Appeals Y 20 Y 10 Y 1
Court of Appeals, 1% District PY 30 e 120 e 2
Court of Appeals, 2™ District Py 10 ) 1.5 ) 1
Court of Appeals, 3" District ° 10 ° 5 ° 1
Court of Appeals, 5" District P 10 P 100 o

Court of Appeals, 6" District ° 20 ° 20 e 2
Court of Appeals, 7" District PS 10 PS 10 o

Utah

Supreme Court =) 5 =) 5 =) .3
Court of Appeals (=) .8 (=) 5 (=) .3
Vermont

Supreme Court (=) 1 o) o)

Virginia

Supreme Court [ 2 =) 40 =) 1
Court of Appeals Y N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Washington

Supreme Court =) 5 o 40 o)

Court of Appeals (=) N/S o) ) N/S
West Virginia

Supreme Court of Appeals ) 20 ) 80 (=) 2
Wisconsin

Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) .3 (=) 1 o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Liaison with
Legal Research Legislature and Other Courts Payroll
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 10 =) 1
Court of Appeals o) o) o)
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) .3 o)
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts o o o
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals le) ) 5 le)
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court =) 9 o) o)
Superior Court (=) 2 (=) 20 o)
Commonwealth Court o) o) o)
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court =) 5 =) 10 o)
Circuit Court of Appeals o) (=) 10 o)
Rhode Island
Supreme Court ) 3 (=) O
South Carolina
Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 o)
Court of Appeals o) =) 1 o)
South Dakota
Supreme Court =) 1 o) o)
Tennessee
Supreme Court, Eastern =) 1 o) o 1
Supreme Court, Western (=) 1 o) o)
Court of Appeals =) 1 o) Y 1
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 o) ) 1
Texas
Supreme Court [e) O (@)
Court of Criminal Appeals o) =) 20 Y 2
Court of Appeals, 1% District PY 21 e 30 PY 2
Court of Appeals, 2" District o 13 ) 20 Py 1
Court of Appeals, 3" District o o 10 ° 5
Court of Appeals, 5" District e 1 o o
Court of Appeals, 6" District e 4 e 40 ° 2
Court of Appeals, 7" District e N/S e 20 PS 1
Utah
Supreme Court o) o) =) 3
Court of Appeals o) (=) 3
Vermont
Supreme Court (=) 3 (=) 1 [e)
Virginia
Supreme Court =) 3 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Washington
Supreme Court =) 5 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals (=) N/S (=) N/S o)
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals (=) 1 (=) 10 o)
Wisconsin
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals o) o) o)

Legend: e=Total, e=Partial, >=None, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 145



Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Personnel Property Control Purchasing
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Appeals o) (=) 1 ) 1
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 1 o) (=) .3
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts ) 1 (=) =)
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 (=) .3

Pennsylvania

Supreme Court o) =) 1 =) 1
Superior Court o) (@) (@)

Commonwealth Court o) o) o)

Puerto Rico

Supreme Court [e) O @)

Circuit Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 2 =) 2
Rhode Island

Supreme Court (@) O O

South Carolina

Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 3
Court of Appeals =) 2 =) 1 =) .3
South Dakota

Supreme Court =) 1 =) 1 =) 1
Tennessee

Supreme Court, Eastern o 1 o 1 o 1
Supreme Court, Western (=) 1 [e) (=) 1
Court of Appeals Y 1 =) 1 =) 1
Court of Criminal Appeals ) 1 (=) 1 =) 1
Texas

Supreme Court [e) O (@)

Court of Criminal Ap[peals Y 2 Y 2 Y 3
Court of Appeals, 1 District ) 2 ° 2 PY 2
Court of Appeals, 2™ District Py 1 Py 1 Py 1
Court of Appeals, 3" District o 3 ° 3 ° 5
Court of Appeals, 5" District e 1 o e 1
Court of Appeals, 6" District ° 2 ° 2 ° 2
Court of Appeals, 7" District PS 2 PS 1 PS 2
Utah

Supreme Court =) 5 =) .3 =) 5
Court of Appeals (=) 5 (=) .3 (=) 3
Vermont

Supreme Court o) o) o)

Virginia

Supreme Court (=) 1 (=) 1 (=) 3
Court of Appeals =) N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Washington

Supreme Court =) 5 o) o)

Court of Appeals (=) N/S (=) N/S (=) N/S
West Virginia

Supreme Court of Appeals (=) 2 (=) 1 =) 1
Wisconsin

Supreme Court/Court of Appeals (=) .3 o) (=) 1
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Technical Assistance

Records Management Research/Planning to Lower Courts

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
North Carolina
Supreme Court Y 4 =) 1 =) 30
Court of Appeals ) 2 o) o)
North Dakota
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 3 o) (=) .3
Oklahoma
Appellate Courts (=) O (=]
Oregon
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 5 le) (=) 3
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court =) 1 o) =) 1
Superior Court ) 6 [e) (@)
Commonwealth Court Y 16 =) 1 o)
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court =) 1 =) N/S o)
Circuit Court of Appeals ) 2 (=) 2 (=) 20
Rhode Island
Supreme Court =) 2 o) o)
South Carolina
Supreme Court [ 4.5 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals =) 4.5 =) .3 o)
South Dakota
Supreme Court =) 2 =) 1 =) 30
Tennessee
Supreme Court, Eastern o 1 =) 1 o)
Supreme Court, Western (=) 2 (=) 1 (=) 20
Court of Appeals =) 1 =) 1 o)
Court of Criminal Appeals (=) 1 (=) 1 o)
Texas
Supreme Court =) 3 o) o)
Court of Criminal Appeals Y 2 Y 2 Y 90
Court of Appeals, 1% District PY 6 e 2 o
Court of Appeals, 2" District Py 1 ) 2 Py 70
Court of Appeals, 3" District ° 1 e 1 P 3
Court of Appeals, 5" District P 10 o o
Court of Appeals, 6" District ° 2 o 2 ° 20
Court of Appeals, 7" District PS 2 e 2 PS 40
Utah
Supreme Court =) 15 o) =) 10
Court of Appeals (=) 1 o) (=) 10
Vermont
Supreme Court (@) O (@)
Virginia
Supreme Court =) 2 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals Y N/S =) N/S =) N/S
Washington
Supreme Court o 2 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals o) (=) N/S (=) N/S
West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals ) 8 (=) 2 (=) 10
Wisconsin
Supreme Court/Court of Appeals ) 9 o) o)
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Accounting Accounts Payable Administrative Meetings
Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court (@) O (@)
United States
Supreme Court =) 5 o) =) 5
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit =) .3 =) .3 o)
Court of Appeals, 1% Circuit PY 1 PY 1 e N/S
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit ) 3 o o
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit ° 2.3 e 1 e 5
Court of Appeals, 5 Circuit e 15 o 1 o 1
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit PY 2 PY 1 e 2
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Assignments for

Administrative Staff Attorney Admissions Attorney Registrations
Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court (=) 1 ) 1 ) 1
United States
Supreme Court o) o 1 o .3
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit (=) 1 ) .3 ) 1
Court of Appeals, 1* Circuit P 1 PS 1 P 1
Court of Appeals, 2" Circuit o o 5 o
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit o 5 Py 5 Py 5
Court of Appeals, 5" Circuit o 1 ° 3 ° 3
Court of Appeals, 6" Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit ° 1 ° 5 o
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Bar Grievance Matters Budget Preparation Commissions and Boards
Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court [ 1 o) =) 10
United States
Supreme Court [ 3 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit =) 1 o) o)
Court of Appeals, 1* Circuit ° 1 P N/S ~ ~
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit o ) 1 o
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit ° 5 o o
Court of Appeals, 5" Circuit e 3 o 1 o
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit PY 3 PY 3 e 10
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Court Statistics Data Processing Facility Management
Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court [ 10 =) 10 o)
United States
Supreme Court =) 3 =) 5 o)
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit Y 10 Y 1 =) 5
Court of Appeals, 1% Circuit PY 10 PY 10 e N/S
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit ) 10 ~ ~ o
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit P 10 e 1 e 3
Court of Appeals, 5" Circuit P 20 e 10 e 1
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit e 5 PY 120 PY 1

Legend: e=Total, e=Partial, >=None, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 151



Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Liaison with
Legal Research Leqislature and Other Courts Payroll

Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE  Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE

Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court o) =) 20 o)
United States
Supreme Court [ 10 =) 3 o)
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit o) =) 1 o)
Court of Appeals, 1% Circuit e N/S e N/S PY 1
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit o ) 1 ) 3
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit e 1 P 5 P 5
Court of Appeals, 5 Circuit o 5 o 1 o 1
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit e 7 e 5 PY 5
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Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Personnel Property Control Purchasing
Clerk’s Office Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court (@) O (@)
United States
Supreme Court [e) O (@)
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit =) 1 o) =) 2
Court of Appeals, 1% Circuit PY 1 PY 1 ° 1
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit ) 3 o ) 1
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit P 1 e 1 o 1
Court of Appeals, 5" Circuit e 2 e 3 e 1
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit PY 1 PY 3 PY 3

Legend: e=Total, e=Partial, >=None, ~=Not Applicable, N/S=None Stated The judicial branch 153



Table 19. Appellate Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Technical Assistance

Records Management Research/Planning to Lower Courts
Clerk’'s Office.  Number of FTE  Clerk’s Office  Number of FTE Clerk’'s Office  Number of FTE
Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff Responsibility Staff
Wyoming
Supreme Court ) 1 o o
United States
Supreme Court (=) 4 (=) 5 (=) .25
Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit =) .3 =) 1 =) .3
Court of Appeals, 1% Circuit PY 1 PY 1 o
Court of Appeals, 2™ Circuit Py 25 o o
Court of Appeals, 3" Circuit ° 2 e 5 e 10
Court of Appeals, 5 Circuit e 2 o 1 o 5
Court of Appeals, 6™ Circuit N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S N/S
Court of Appeals, 9" Circuit PY 6 e 2 o

FOOTNOTES:

Note: Only the courts that provided data appear on the table.

Arizona:
*Arizona returned survey, but was unable to provide accurate data.

Kansas:
2For cases.

Maine:
3Maine has three staff members who perform all functions. Unable to accurately divided time between functions.

New Jersey:

“Biweekly supervisor's meetings.
Swith other courts only.

CAll hiring, but not benefits, etc.

New Mexico:
"Task done by Chief Clerk, Chief Staff Attorney, and Chief Judge.
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Alternative Alternative Assignments for
Accounting Dispute Resolution Sanction Programs Sitting Judges

Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE
Alabama ° 6 Ie) o) =) 1
Alaska ) 8.3 o) o) (=) 1
Arizona I~y 15 [~ 3 o o
Arkansas (=) 5 ) 1.5 o) ) .3
California ) 19 (=) 6 o) o)
Colorado =) 6 =) 25 o) o)
Connecticut ) 28 ) 2 ) N/S ) N/S
Delaware =) 3 =) 1 o) o)
District of Columbia ) 14 o) ) 15 o)
Florida ° 13 ° 5° ° N/S o
Georgia =) o) o) o)
Hawaii =) Y 4 o) o)
Idaho PY 2.5 1) o) = 2
Illinois ) 34 (=) 1 o) o)
Indiana =) 1 o) o) ) 1
lowa =) 3 o o o
Kansas e 3 ) 1 o) ) 5
Kentucky ) 7 =) 1 =) 1 =) 1
Louisiana =) 55 =) 1 o) ) 1
Maine ) 3 ) 1 o) o)
Maryland =) 18 =) 3 o) =) .25
Massachusetts ° 2812 ° 513 ~ ~ ~ ~14
Michigan ) 4 =) 2 =) 1 ) 1
Minnesota =) 3 =) 1 ~ ~ =) 1
Mississippi (=) 7 (=) 21 (=] 2 @)
Missouri (=) 5 (=) A1 (=) .3 ) .9
Montana [ 1 o o o
Nebraska =) 3 =) 1.5 o) o)
Nevada ° 2 o O o
New Hampshire ) 10 o) o) o)
New Jersey ) 22 (=) 6 ) 2 ) 1
New Mexico @ 6 =) o) =) 1
New York P 21 ° 4 o ° 1
North Carolina ) 49 (=) 4 ) 28 ) 1.8
North Dakota =) 1 ~ ~ o) o)
Ohio o) =) 5 (=) 4 ) 1
Oklahoma 1) ) 2 o) =) 5
Oregon =) 12 =) 1 (=) (=]
Pennsylvania =) 4.5 036 N/S 036 N/S (@)
Puerto Rico ) 54 ) 4 o) ) 2
Rhode Island ) 2 o) o) o)
South Carolina o) (=) 1 o) ) 1.5
South Dakota ) 2 O (@) (@)
Tennessee ° 11 ° 2 ~ ~ =) 1
Texas =) .3 @) (@) (@)
Utah ) 9 ) 6.5 (@) (@)
Vermont ° 2 ° A% o °’ 2
Virginia ) 7 (=) 2 o) ) 1
Washington =) 2 =) 5 o) =) 5
West Virginia ) 6.5 o) o) (=) 4
Wisconsin =) 3.5 =) 5 o) Q 3
Wyoming ) 2 o) o) o)

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Assignments for

Supplemental Judges Budget Preparation Data Processing Facility Management
Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE
Alabama ) 1 ) 1 ) 17 o)
Alaska (=) 1 ) 1.3 ) 12 ) 2.5
Arizona o) =) 1.3 =) 59 Y 34
Arkansas ) .3 ) 5 ) 3 (=) .3
California ° 6 ° 11 o N/s® o 5
Colorado ) 1 =) 3 ) 42 =) 1
Connecticut ) N/S ) 2 ) 61 ) 11
Delaware o) =) 1 =) 24 =) 1
District of Columbia o) ) 3 ) 29 ) 4
Florida o) ) 2.5 (=) 20 (=) 1
Georgia o) =) 4 =) 1 o)
Hawaii o) =) 6 Y 44 Y 49
Idaho I 1 ° 2 ° 7 0
Illinois o) ) 10 ) 18 (=) 2
Indiana ) 1 (=) 5 (=) 7 o)
lowa o) [ 2 [ 12 o)
Kansas [ 5 [ 3 [ 8 =) 1
Kentucky =) 1 Y 5 Y 26 Y 8
Louisiana ) 1 =) 1 =) 14 o)
Maine 1) ° 1 =) 5 = 1
Maryland o 1 ° N/st ° 120 o 1
Massachusetts ~ -4 o 12 ° 39 ° 16"
Michigan ) 1 ) 2 =) 40 =) 5
Minnesota =) 1 =) 5 =) 81 =) .3
Mississippi o) =) 3 =) 9 =) A
Missouri Y 1 =) 3 =) 80 o)
Montana e} ® 1 o O
Nebraska o ° 1 Q 10 e}
Nevada 1) ° 1 =) 2 ) 5
New Hampshire o) ) 1 ) 11 o)
New Jersey ) 1 (=) 11 3 149 (=) 9
New Mexico ° 1 o 1 o 39 ° 1
New York ° 1 P 19 ° 162 ° 14
North Carolina ) .3 ) 2 ) 91 o)
North Dakota o) ) 1 ) 2 o)
Ohio ) 1.5 =) N/S =) 8 [e)
Oklahoma (=) 5 ) 2 ) 12 o)
Oregon (=) 1 (=) 3 (=) 27 (=) 1
Pennsylvania ) 1 =) 4 =) 88 037 3.5
Puerto Rico ~ ~ ) 7 ) 44 ) 12
Rhode Island o) ) 4 (=) 19 ) 4
South Carolina ) 1.5 o) ) 6 o)
South Dakota o) ) 1 =) 1 o)
Tennessee =) 1 o 1 o 23 =) 5
Texas o) o) =) 2 o)
Utah ) 1.3 ) 2 ) 25 ) 2.3
Vermont °’ 1 ° 45 e 5 e 1
Virginia (=) 1 ) 3 ) 56 o)
Washington o) =) 2 o 75 o)
West Virginia =) 4 ) 1 ) 3 =) 1
Wisconsin =) 5 o 1 o 39.5 o)
Wyoming o) ) 1 ) 2 ~ ~

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Legal Research

Foster Care Review Judicial Education Law Libraries (Law Clerks)

Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE
Alabama Ie) ° 4 o) =) 4
Alaska o) ) N/s® ) 8.5 o)
Arizona ) 30 (=) 18 o) o)
Arkansas o) ) 1.5 ) (=) 4
California o) ) 54 (=) o)
Colorado o) ) 15 [e) (@)
Connecticut o) ) 5 ) 21 ) 33
Delaware =) 6 =) 2 =) 4.5 o)
District of Columbia o) =) 2 o) o)
Florida (=) 7 ) 11 o) o)
Georgia e} =) 1 e} O
Hawaii o) ) 3 ) o)
Idaho o) =) 5 ) 7 =) 16
Illinois o) ) 4 (=) 1 o)
Indiana (=) 5 (=) .3 o) (=) 1
lowa o) ) 2 (=) .3 o) 1
Kansas =) 1 =) 3 ) 6 ) 1
Kentucky ) 10 ) 3 ) 6.5 =) 1
Louisiana =) o) o) ) 1
Maine o) o) ) 1 o)
Maryland 1<) 2 =) 7 0] @)
Massachusetts 0 ) g' ) 4 )
Michigan ) 14 ) 17 (=) 1 ) 1
Minnesota ~ ~ (=) 3 ~ ~ (=) 3
Mississippi o) (=) 2 o) o)
Missouri =) 3 Y 20 o) o)
Montana =) 3 [ 1 [ 7.5 o)
Nebraska o =) 3 e} 0]
Nevada o) ) 2 =) 5 o)
New Hampshire 0 =) 1 0] 0]
New Jersey =) 1 o 15 =) 1 o)
New Mexico =) 1 o) o) =) 5
New York o) ) 7 (=) 20 o)
North Carolina o) (=) 2 o) ) 1
North Dakota o) o) 5 o) o)
Ohio o) ) 6.5 =) 5 =) N/S
Oklahoma o ° 2 Q 2 o
Oregon ° 12 ) 1 =) 2 =)
Pennsylvania 036 N/S (=) 2.5 o) (=) 1
Puerto Rico o) ) 6 ) 9 ) 5
Rhode Island o) ) 2 ) 11 o)
South Carolina o) (=) 1 o) o)
South Dakota o) ) 1 o) o)
Tennessee 039 4 [ 4 [ 1 o)
Texas o) =) 2 o) o)
Utah o 1% ° 35 o 3 o 1
Vermont =) 2 ) 1.5 =) 2 ) 11%
Virginia o) ) o) (=) 4
Washington =) o 4 o) o)
West Virginia o) ) 2 ) 10.1 o)
Wisconsin o) o 4.8 o) o)
Wyoming e} =) 1 o o

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Representation/

General Counsel Legal Services Liaison with Legislature Probation—Adult
Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE
Alabama o ° 4 =) 1 0]
Alaska (=) 1 ) 35 ) .8 o)
Arizona 1) =) 4 =) 3 =) 20
Arkansas ~ ~ (=) 1 ) 1 o)
California ) 6 ) 310 ) 9 o)
Colorado ) .6 ) 1.5 ) 1.5 ) 8
Connecticut ) 7.5 ) 18.5 ) N/S ) N/S
Delaware o o Q 1 (o)
District of Columbia (=) 2 o) ) 1 08
Florida =) 1 =) 2 =) 2 )
Georgia o) o) =) 1 o)
Hawaii =) 2 o) =) 2 o)
Idaho ) ) 1 ) 5 o)
Illinois o) (=) 55 (=) 1 (=) 23
Indiana (=) 5 (=) 5 (=) 5 o)
lowa o) =) 7 =) 1 o)
Kansas PY 1 1) ° 3 =) 5
Kentucky ° 1 ® =) 2 @)
Louisiana =) 2 =) =) 1 o)
Maine (=) ) ) 1 o)
Maryland o) =) 2 =) 2 o)
Massachusetts ° 25 N/S 25 ° 1 o —
Michigan =) 1 =) 1 =) 3 =) 3
Minnesota =) N/S ~ ~ =) 1 ~ ~
Mississippi [e) [e) [ 2 (@)
Missouri le) [e) (@) (@)
Montana o) o) [ z o)
Nebraska o) o) (=) 1 o) 3
Nevada o) o) ) 5 o)
New Hampshire =) 5 o) =) 5 o)
New Jersey =) 4 =) 25 Y 3 =) 7
New Mexico =) 5 =) 2 =) 1 o)
New York o 10.5 (% o 10.5 o)
North Carolina ° 2 o’ 101 ° 15 o
North Dakota ) 1 =) =) 5 o)
Ohio =) 1.5 =) 5 =) 5 [e)
Oklahoma 0 o ® 5 0]
Oregon (=) 1 ) 3 ) 3 o)
Pennsylvania ) 8 ) 3 (=) 2.3 036 N/S
Puerto Rico (=) 6 ) 6 o) o)
Rhode Island ) 1 ) 1 ) 2 o)
South Carolina o) (=) 2 o) o)
South Dakota o) o) ) ) 35%8
Tennessee 0 ) 1 Qe 1 )
Texas o) =) 3 =) 1.5 o)
Utah ® 1.5 ® 2.5 ) 2 (@)
Vermont o) o) ) .3 o)
Virginia o) (=) (=) 5 o)
Washington (=) 1.5 (=) 4 (=) 2 o)
West Virginia =) 10.1 ) 1 =) 5 =) 5
Wisconsin o) o) ® 1 )
Wyoming o) o) ) 1 o)

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Probation—Juvenile Public Information Purchasing Research/Planning
Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE Responsibility F
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Techni Assistance to Courts Other

Responsibility FTE Responsibility FTE
Alabama ° 10 o 25
Alaska P 6.5 . 26
Arizona =) 47 ~ ~
Arkansas ° 1 .5 7
California ) 70 ~ ~
Colorado =) ~ ~
Connecticut ) 21 ~ ~
Delaware =) 1 07 9
District of Columbia =) 1 ) 58
Florida P 17 " 12
Georgia =) 2 ~ ~
Hawaii fe) ~ ~
Idaho =) 1.5 ~ ~
Illinois Q 25 ~ ~
Indiana ) 5 ~ ~
lowa ° 8 ~ -
Kansas Y 4 ~ -
Kentucky ) 26 ) 26
Louisiana =) 5.5 ) 51.5
Maine ) 5 ~ ~
Maryland [~ 13 ~ ~
Massachusetts ) N/S ) 13"
Michigan PY 4 ~ -
Minnesota =) 2 .20 15
Mississippi ® 1 ~ ~
Missouri =) 5 ~ ~
Montana ° 5 ~ -
Nebraska [=) 2 ~ ~
Nevada ° 3 .24 1.8
New Hampshire =) 5 .25 3
New Jersey ° 42 o 53
New Mexico ° 11.5 028 9
New York e 33 ot 201
North Carolina ® 27.5 .34 47.5
North Dakota ) 2 ~ ~
Ohio Y 4 ~ ~
Oklahoma ) 10 pe ~
Oregon Q 1 ° 50
Pennsylvania 936 N/S ~ ~
Puerto Rico ° 47 ~ -
Rhode Island ° 2 ~ ~
South Carolina ° 5 ) 3
South Dakota ) 4 ~ ~
Tennessee = 1 ~ ~
Texas Q 10 ~ ~
Utah ) 4 ~ ~
Vermont ° 3 ~ ~
Virginia ° 11 ° 18
Washington ) 4 46 2
West Virginia =) 2 ~ ~
Wisconsin ® 23 .47 9
Wyoming ) 1 ~ ~

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama: Montana:

'Attorney General provides. #BCourt Administrator handles.
2Printing services; personnel. Nevada:

Alaska:

3No dedicated positions.

4Micrographics; printing; human resources/training; transcript supervision; grant
administration; general supplies.

Arkansas:
°Data (casefile) audits of local courts; interpreter services.

California:

5This number cannot be estimated. Data processing is done by the Information
Services Bureau. FTE staff for this is included in the seventy listed for Technical
Assistance to courts.

Delaware:

"Human resources; Office of State Court Collections Enforcement. AOC has had
partial budget responsibility for Violent Crimes Board, Public Guardian, Foster
Care Review Board and the Educational Surrogate Parent Program. Together
these agencies employ 24 FTEs. The AOC, Judicial Information Center and
Office of State Court Collections and Law Libraries have a combined staff of 54
FTEs.

District of Columbia:

®As of October 1, 1997 all functions associated with the supervision of adult
probationers in DC were transferred to the Court Services and Offender
Supervision Agency.

Florida:
Support of local positions.
Grants administration; personnel services; family court initiative; court services.

Maryland:
part of accounting.

Massachusetts:

2| addition to an accounting staff (thirteen) which oversees the payment of trial
court bills from centralized accounts, the Administrative Office of the Trial Court
also maintains a separate internal auditing staff (fifteen) which conducts audits of
the accounts and activities of the trial court.

BGenerally the responsibility of the Office of Community Corrections.

“primarily the responsibility of departmental chief justices.

5six employees of the Administrative Office of the Trial Court are engaged in the
management of capital projects. In addition, a centralized staff of ten persons is
responsible for overseeing the maintenance of courthouses statewide. Additional
maintenance and custodial personnel are assigned regionally and locally to
courthouses throughout the state.

®The Judicial Institute, a statutory body integrated into the organization of the
Administrative Office of the Trial Court, conducts educational and training
programs. The Flaschner Institute, a non-governmental charitable corporation
supported by contributions, grants and contracts, also conducts educational
programs for MA judges. While no requirement for on-going judicial education
exists, judges are mandated to participate in specified programs and courses
developed and identified on the basis of current and future needs of the system.
The number of mandated programs varies each year.

yested in the Commissioner of Probation.

®The Public Information Officer is an employee of the Supreme Judicial Court but
works in cooperation with the trial court.

YGrant management, records management, interpreter services, child care
development, video-conference coordination, and judicial response system.

Minnesota:
Plnterpreter technical assistant.

Mississippi:
ZNo full-time positions.
2| imited to groups not trained by the Judicial College.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
®=Total, ®=Partial, O=None

24special AOC Projects; supreme court personnel.

New Hampshire:
®personnel; security.

New Jersey:
personnel; court reporting; printing services; volunteer management.

New Mexico:

2"The AOC is responsible for designing, developing, procuring, installing,
maintaining, supporting and training on all automated systems. The courts enter
all data into the systems.

ZRevenue collection; human resources. There are also 10.5 people employed on
grants, not state general funds or other revenue sources.

New York:

Functions include voucher processing primarily performed by courts and district
offices.

staff also responsible for centralized fiscal management functions including
Budget Management Plan oversight, maintenance of the Financial Planning and
Control Manual and statewide coordination of revenue reporting and fiscal/budget
information systems.

Spersonnel; centralized payroll; employee relations; workforce diversity; judicial
benefits; career services; administrative services; attorney registration;
matrimonial case administration; inspectors general; deputy chief administrative
judges’ offices; executive direction.

North Carolina:

*This includes the guardian ad litem services program (97 FTE).

*During fiscal 1998-99, the functions related to juvenile services are being moved
from the judicial branch to the executive branch.

%*The other category includes 21 FTE in the human resources function.

Oregon:

35Indigent defense administration; personnel; family law; statistics; court
interpreters; appellate records office; court publications; court service center; staff
education.

Pennsylvania:

% Technical Assistance” and court management functions presently unfilled, but
seven unfilled staff positions exist to carry out the court management function.
37Only relates to the Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts—occupied
leased facilities.

South Dakota:
BThere are sixty-nine probation officers who do both juvenile and adult.

Tennessee:
39setting up, training and assisting boards takes a majority of time.

Utah:
““Through guardians ad litem program.

Vermont:

“There is an ADR committee. The AOC contracts with someone to do this work.
“2For purposes of this survey, and judge assignments in particular, the AOC
includes the Administrative Judge for Trial Courts (Court Administrator).

“SLaw clerks work for trial courts. They do research for judges and report to the
judges.

“Technology and automation functions.

Virginia:
“Spersonnel; payroll; court improvement program; family-domestic violence
prevention program.
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Table 20. Administrative Office of the Courts: Trial Court Responsibilities and Staffing by Function

Washington:

“Limited practice officers—LPO exam; CLE and grievance procedure.
Personnel/human resources—100 percent appellate; partial/trial courts
recruitment; screening policy development; training.

Wisconsin:
47 . . H
Human resources; payroll; deputy directors.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable, N/S=Not Stated
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?
Alabama
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch LAN
I Court of Criminal Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch LAN
I Court of Civil Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch LAN
G Circuit Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes In-house In-house Mainframe
L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Mainframe
L Municipal Court Local Court No ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court Local Court No ~ ~ ~
Alaska
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  N/S ~ ~ ~
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  N/S ~ ~ ~
G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor/In-house Client/server
L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor/In-house Client/server
Arizona *
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch In-house Client/server
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch In-house Client/server
G Superior Court Shared Yes Vendor In-house/vendor Client/server
G Tax Court N/S N/S ~ ~ ~
L Justice of the Peace Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Vendor In-house/vendor Client/server
L Municipal Court Shared Yes Vendor In-house/vendor Client/server
Arkansas
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Client/server
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Client/server
G Circuit Court Local No ~ ~ ~
G Chancery/Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L County Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Police Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Court of Common Pleas Local No ~ ~ ~
L City Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Justice of Peace Local No ~ ~ ~
California 2
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor/In-house Unix
| Courts of Appeal Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor/In-house Unix
G Superior Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Local No ~ ~ ~
Colorado
C Supreme Court Not automated No ~ ~ ~
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch AS/400
G District Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes In-house In-house AS/400
G Denver Probate Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house AS/400
G Denver Juvenile Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes In-house In-house AS/400
G Water Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house AS/400
L County Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes In-house In-house AS/400
L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~
Connecticut
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Oracle
| Appellate Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Oracle
G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~
Delaware
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
G Court of Chancery Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Justice of the Peace Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Family Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Court of Common Pleas Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Alderman's Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Legend: ~=Not applicable, N/S=Not Stated, LAN=Local Area Network,

WAN=Wide Area Network, VAX=Digital Computer, PC=Personal Computer, Unix=Operating System,

AS/400=IBM Minicomputer, ES/9000=IBM Mainframe Computer, RS/6000=IBM Minicomputer
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?
District of Columbia
C Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor In-house/Vendor Mainframe/LAN®
G Superior Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ Mainframe/LAN
Florida
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house Judicial Branch Unix
| District Courts of Appeal Judicial Branch  Yes In-house Judicial Branch Unix
G Circuit Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L County Court Local No ~ ~ ~
Georgia
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house LAN
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house LAN
G Superior Court State/local Partial* Vendor Judicial Branch PC single or LAN
L Juvenile Court Local Partial* Vendor Judicial Branch PC single or LAN
L Civil Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L State Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Magistrate Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L County Recorder's Court Local No ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Courts and City Local No ~ ~ ~
Court of Atlanta
Hawaii
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Vendor Judicial Branch Minicomputer
| Intermediate Court of Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Judicial Branch Minicomputer
Appeals
G Circuit and Family Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
Idaho
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer
G District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor AS/400
L Magistrate Division Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Minicomputer
lllinois
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server
| Appellate Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server
G Circuit Court Local No ~ ~ ~
Indiana
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house AS/400
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house AS/400
| Tax Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
G Superior Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
G Circuit Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
G Probate Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
L County Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
L City Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
L Town Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
L Municipal Court of Marion Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
County
L Smaller Claims Court of Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
Marion County
lowa
C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor In-house RS/6000
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch ~ Yes Vendor In-house RS/6000
G District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor In-house RS/6000
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?

Kansas

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Oracle

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Oracle

G District Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Kentucky

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch In-house LAN

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch In-house LAN

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor In house LAN

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor In house LAN

Louisiana

C Supreme Courts Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Client/server

| Courts of Appeal Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Client/server

G District Court Local No ~ ~ ~

G Juvenile Court Local No ~ ~ ~

G Family Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Justice of the Peace Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Mayor's Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L City and Parish Courts Local No ~ ~ ~

Maine

C Supreme Judicial Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house PC

G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Client/server

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Client/server

L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Administrative Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Client/server

Maryland

C Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~

I Court of Special Appeals Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~

G Circuit Court State/Local Yes In-house/Vendor In-house/Vendor Client/server

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

L Orphan's Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Massachusetts

C Supreme Judicial Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Minicomputer

| Appeals Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Minicomputer

G Trial Court of the Judicial Branch ~ Planning In-house/ multiple  In-house/ multiple vendors Multiple platforms

Commonwealth vendors

Michigan

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

G Circuit Court SCAO Partial-60% In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

L Court of Claims SCAO Partial-60% In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

L District Court Local Partial-55% In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

L Probate Court Local Partial-65% In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

L Municipal Court Local Partial-90% In-house/ In-house/ Vendor/SCAO Mixed
Vendor/SCAO

Minnesota
C Supreme Court

| Court of Appeals

G District Court

Legend: ~=Not applicable, N/S=Not Stated, LAN=Local Area Network,

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Yes

Yes

Yes

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

Judicial Branch

WAN=Wide Area Network, VAX=Digital Computer, PC=Personal Computer, Unix=Operating System,

AS/400=IBM Minicomputer, ES/9000=IBM Mainframe Computer, RS/6000=IBM Minicomputer

Mainframe and
client/server
Mainframe and
client/server
Mainframe and
client/server
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:
C=court of last resort

I=intermediate appellate court

G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?

Mississippi

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house client/server

G Circuit Court Local No ~ ~ PC

L Chancery Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

L County Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

L Family Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

L Justice Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

Missouri

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch Planning5 Vendor Vendor Client/server

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch Planning5 Vendor Vendor Client/server

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch Plamning6 Vendor Vendor Client/server

L Municipal Court Local Planning ~ ~ ~

Montana

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house PC

G District Court State Office Yes State Office State Office PC

G Workers' Comp. Court WC Court No ~ ~ ~

G Water Court Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~

L Justice of the Peace Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house PC

L Municipal Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house PC

L City Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house PC

Nebraska

C Supreme Court Supreme Court  Yes Vendor In-house AS/400

| Court of Appeals Supreme Court  Yes Vendor In-house AS/400

G District Court State/Local Partial Judicial Branch Judicial AS/400

L Separate Juvenile Court State/Local No ~ ~ ~

L Workers' Compensation State Yes N/S N/S N/S
Court

L County Court State/Local Partial Judicial Branch Judicial Branch AS/400

Nevada

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Partial Vendor Vendor Oracle

G District Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Justice Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

New Hampshire

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch ~ Planning Vendor Vendor Windows

G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor LAN

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor LAN

L Municipal Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor LAN

L Probate Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor LAN

New Jersey

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

| Appellate Division of Superior Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
Court

G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe’

L Tax Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server

L Municipal Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

New Mexico

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Planning ~ ~ ~

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Planning ~ ~ ~

G District Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Vendor Vendor Client/server

L Magistrate Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Client/server

L Bernalillo County Local Yes In-house In-house AS/400
Metropolitan Court

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?

New York

C Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Mainframe/PC

| Appellate Divisions of Judicial Branch ~ Yes In-house In-house Mainframe/PC
Supreme Court

| Appellate Terms of Supreme Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house Mainframe/PC
Court

| Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe/PC

G County Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

L Court of Claims Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

L Surrogates' Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch PC

L Family Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe/PC

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe/PC

L City Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe/PC

L Civil Court of City of New Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
York

L Criminal Court of City of New Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
York

L Town and Village Justice Local No ~ ~ ~
Court

North Carolina

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  N/S N/S N/S N/S

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  N/S N/S N/S N/S

G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe®

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

North Dakota

C Supreme Court Supreme Court  Yes Vendor/In-house Vendor/In-house Client/server

| Court of Appeals Supreme Court  Yes Vendor/In-house Vendor/In-house AS/400

G District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Judicial Branch AS/400

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Ohio

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Partial In-house In-house LAN

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Partial N/s® N/s® LAN

G Court of Common Pleas Local No’ N/s® N/s® LAN

L Municipal Court Local No® N/s® N/s® LAN

L County Court Local No’ N/s® N/s® LAN

L Court of Claims Local No® N/S® N/S® LAN

L Mayors Court Local No’ N/Ss® N/Ss® LAN

Oklahoma

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

C Court of Criminal Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

G District Court State/Local Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

L Municipal Court Not of Local No ~ ~ ~
Record

L Municipal Criminal Court of Local No ~ ~ ~
Record

L Workers' Compensation Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~
Court

L Court of Tax Review Judicial Branch  No ~ ~ ~

Oregon

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes AOC In-house AS/400

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes AOC In-house AS/400

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes AOC In-house AS/400

G Tax Court Judicial Branch  Yes AOC In-house AS/400

L County Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Justice Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L District Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Legend: ~=Not applicable, N/S=Not Stated, LAN=Local Area Network,

WAN=Wide Area Network, VAX=Digital Computer, PC=Personal Computer, Unix=Operating System,

AS/400=IBM Minicomputer, ES/9000=IBM Mainframe Computer, RS/6000=IBM Minicomputer
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a

uniform case

mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?

Pennsylvania

C Supreme Court Supreme Court  Partial Vendor In-house LAN/WAN

| Superior Court Superior Court Partial Vendor In-house LAN/WAN

| Commonwealth Court Commonwealth  Partial Vendor In-house LAN/WAN
Court

G Court of Common Pleas County Planning ~ ~ ~

L Philadelphia Municipal Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house ES/9000

L District Justice Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Vendor Judicial Branch AS/400

L Philadelphia Traffic Court Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor Mainframe

L Pittsburgh City Magistrates Local No ~ ~ ~

Rhode Island

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch In-house Minicomputer

G Superior Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer

G Workers' Compensation Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer

L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer

L Family Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Minicomputer

L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

South Carolina

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house LAN

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes In-house In-house LAN

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch  Planning ~ ~ ~

L Family Court Judicial Branch ~ Planning ~ ~ ~

L Magistrate Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

South Dakota

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Partial Judicial Branch Judicial Branch LAN

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

Tennessee

C Supreme Court AOC Yes Vendor Vendor AS/400

| Court of Appeals AOC Yes Vendor Vendor AS/400

I Court of Criminal Appeals AOC Yes Vendor Vendor AS/400

G Circuit Court Judicial Branch  Planning Vendor Vendor LAN

G Chancery Court Judicial Branch ~ Planning Vendor Vendor LAN

G Criminal Court Judicial Branch  Planning Vendor Vendor LAN

G Probate Court Judicial Branch ~ Planning Vendor Vendor LAN

L General Sessions Court Judicial Branch  Planning Vendor Vendor LAN

L Juvenile Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Texas

C Supreme Court AOC Yes AOC AOC PC

C Court of Criminal Appeals AOC Yes AOC AOC PC

| Courts of Appeals OCA Yes AOC AOC PC

G District Courts Local Yes AOC AOC PC

L County Courts at Law Local No ~ ~ ~

L Justice of the Peace Court Local Yes AOC AOC PC

L Municipal Court Local Yes AOC AOC PC

L Constitutional County Local Yes AOC AOC PC

Utah™®

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server

G District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server

L Justice Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Juvenile Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

Legend: ~=Not applicable, N/S=Not State, LAN=Local Area Network, WAN=Wide Area Network,
VAX=Digital Computer, PC=Personal Computer, Unix=Operating System, AS/400=1BM
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Table 21. Court Automation

Court Type:

C=court of last resort
I=intermediate appellate court
G=general jurisdiction

Who is primarily
responsible for

Is there a
uniform case
mgmt. system

Who created the

Who is responsible for

On what type of platform

L=limited jurisdiction automation? at this level? software? maintaining the software?  does the application run?
Vermont

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Unix

G Superior Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Unix

G District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Unix

G Family Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Unix

L Probate Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L Environmental Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Unix
Virginia

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
G Circuit Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L District Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
Washington

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe

| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
G Superior Court State/Local Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L District Court State/Local Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
L Municipal Court State/Local Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Mainframe
West Virginia

C Supreme Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Vendor Vendor AS/400

G Circuit Court AOC No ~ ~ ~

L Magistrate Court AOC Partial Vendor Vendor Minicomputer
L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Wisconsin

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server
| Court of Appeals Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server
G Circuit Court Judicial Branch ~ Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch Client/server
L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

Wyoming *2

C Supreme Court Judicial Branch  Yes ~ ~ ~

G District Court Local Partial Vendor Vendor ~

L Justice of the Peace Court Local Yes Vendor Vendor LAN

L Municipal Court Local No ~ ~ ~

L County Court Judicial Branch  Yes Judicial Branch Judicial Branch LAN

Note: Puerto Rico and the Federal Courts were not included in this survey.

FOOTNOTES:

Arizona :

Unix software from PSI rolled out in 1999.

California:

2Many local courts have extensive and innovative applications of technology.

District of Columbia:
®Banyan vines.

Georgia:

“Georgia Courts Automation Commission has a contract with Choice Information
Systems for standardized system; 50 courts have signed up to participate. The
Council of Juvenile Court Judges has a contract for their system from Canyon

Software. About forty courts have this.

Missouri:

5Scheduled for ten counties by end of year 1999. Scheduled for ALPHA

installation by end of year 1999.

®Installed in one pilot (Montgomery County).

Legend: ~=Not applicable, N/S=Not Stated, LAN=Local Area Network,

New Jersey:

"Jury processing system runs on client/server technology.

North Carolina:

5The District Attorney and Public Defender applications run on a client/server

platform.

Ohio:

*Through a group of private sector vendors 90 percent of the courts are

automated.

Utah:

Cyrrently developing data warehousing and electronic filing.
"Reengineering project to redesign juvenile court case management system and

move from mainframe to client/server platform.

Wyoming:

2New case management capabilities are being developed at the county and
justice-of-the-peace court levels.

WAN=Wide Area Network, VAX=Digital Computer, PC=Personal Computer, Unix=Operating System,

AS/400=IBM Minicomputer, ES/9000=IBM Mainframe Computer, RS/6000=IBM Minicomputer
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uniform case management system and who is
responsible for that system. The table also identifies
who created the software, who maintains the software,
and what type of platform the application runs on.
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PART IV: Appellate courts: jurisdiction, staffing, and procedures

Appellate courts do not decide questions of guilt and
innocence in criminal cases or liability in civil cases; nor
do they ensure that each trial court proceeding was
perfect. Appellate courts instead review selected issues
concerning the conduct and results of a trial and decide if
errors were committed. However, in the course of
focusing on specific issues, appellate courts may create
broad public policies.

Table 1 lists the names of all appellate courts
established in a state, gives the number of locations at
which those appellate courts hold sessions, and
indicates whether each court has separate administrative
rules and a chief justice or chief judge. Appellate court
systems vary greatly in structure, jurisdiction, and
method of judicial selection. Tables in this section
describe 53 appellate systems, each with its own court of
last resort: the fifty states, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the federal system.
The courts of last resort in these systems range in size
from five to nine judges. A majority of state courts of last
resort (COLRs) have seven members, including those in
the most populous states (e.g., California, New York).
The U. S. Supreme Court and a few state supreme
courts have nine Justices (e.g., lowa, Mississippi,
Washington). Texas and Oklahoma depart from the
national pattern by establishing two courts of last resort:
one for civil cases and one for criminal cases.

A common state response to increasing appeals is to
create an intermediate court of appeals (IAC). In 11
states, the intermediate appellate court is similar in size
to the court of last resort. In 29 states, the intermediate
appellate courts have more than nine members and as
many as 93 (California) authorized Judges who serve on
panels within geographically based districts. In Alabama,
New York, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee there is more
than one IAC.

While it is accepted that all losing litigants have the
opportunity as a matter of right to a review in an
appellate court, it is also believed that one review is
sufficient to protect a litigant's interest in an error-free
trial proceeding. The division of responsibility between
COLR and IAC rests on the premise that all appellate
work can be sorted into the two categories of error
correcting and lawmaking. In performing its lawmaking
responsibility, a court of last resort chooses the cases it
will consider and decide from among the petitions filed
with it. Cases that are further appealed to the court of
last resort are likely to be more complex, and to have
broader policy implications beyond the interests of the
parties. Error correcting is assigned to IACs, which
receive appeals directly from trial courts and typically
have no discretion to decline to decide a case. Table 23
indicates, for each appellate court with discretionary
jurisdiction, who makes the decision to grant a petition—

the court en banc, a panel, a commissioner, or a single
justice. The number of justices needed to make a
decision on the size of the reviewing panel and its
structure is also described in that table.

In most states, appeals of trial court and administrative
agency decisions reach IACs as a matter of right (that is,
the court has broad mandatory jurisdiction over such
appeals. Litigants may appeal their case further to the
court of last resort, although courts of last resort in states
with an IAC, have discretionary jurisdiction to reject the
litigant’s petition without further review. Each state’s
substantive law also has an impact on the route appeals
take. For example, appeals in death-penalty cases are
taken directly from the trial courts to courts of last resort,
except in those states (Alabama, Ohio, Tennessee)
where death penalty appeals go directly to the
intermediate appellate court. Table 22 describes the
allocation of mandatory and discretionary jurisdiction for
eight types of appeals. Table 29 indicates which courts
review administrative agency decisions in each state.
Trial courts exercising what is termed their incidental
appellate jurisdiction sometimes undertake agency
review.

The manner in which appellate courts do their work
continues to evolve. Several tables in this section
describe how appellate courts have streamlined the
appellate process. Table 26 on expedited procedures
consider five ways to speed the appeal process:
Preargument settlement conferences, advanced queues,
expedited briefs, substitution of oral argument for full
written briefs, and submission on briefs alone. Table 27
lists the states that have adopted special calendars and
the case types to which they apply. Restriction on oral
argument for routine cases is another way appellate
courts use their resources more efficiently. Table 28
indicates whether oral argument is restricted, whether it
is restricted for civil or criminal appeals, and who decides
on the appeals to which the restriction applies.

Finally, there are several tables that report on appellate
court staff. Table 24 provides details on the designated
clerk of court, the number of clerks, their selection
method, their terms of office and specified qualifications.
(Only the supreme courts of Indiana, Montana, and the
12 regional IACs in Ohio hold popular elections when
selecting clerks).

The respective responsibility of the clerk's office and the
administrative office of the courts for 21 functional areas
is stated in table 19. This table is new to State Court
Organization, 1998 and shows the extent of responsibility
for each function and the number of full time equivalent
staff used for each function.
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Law clerks provide direct support to appellate justices
and judges, or to the court in general, through a central
legal staff. Recent studies” have established the
importance of appellate court staff in accounting for
variation in court processing time in intermediate
appellate courts. The number of law clerks for each
justice and the number of central law staff are found on
Table 25.

Appellate practice is a complex area, and the information
presented here is offered as a basic guide that provides
the framework to undertake more detailed examination
of procedural innovations in the appellate courts. The
bibliography that follows lists sources where detailed
information on appellate procedures can be found.
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Table 22. Mandatory and Discretionary Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts

Court type Post Death

(C= Court of Last Resort) Civil Criminal Administrative Extraordinary  Guilty Conviction  Penalty Sentencing
(1= Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Appeals Appeals  Agency Appeals Writs Pleas Relief Cases Issues
Alabama

C Supreme Court m nj m m nj d m d

| Court of Civil Appeals m nj m d nj nj nj nj
| Court of Criminal Appeals nj m nj m nj m m m
Alaska

C Supreme Court m d m both nj m nj d

| Court of Appeals nj both nj both nj m nj m
Arizona

C Supreme Court both both d d d d m !

I Court of Appeals m m m? m nj m nj m
Arkansas

C Supreme Court m m m m m m m m

| Court of Appeals m m m nj m nj nj m
California

C Supreme Court d? d? d? d? d? d? m o
| Court of Appeals m m d d m d nj m
Colorado

C Supreme Court both both both both d d m d

| Court of Appeals m m m nj m m nj m
Connecticut

C Supreme Court d d* d m d* d m nj

| Appellate Court m m m m m m nj nj
Delaware

C Supreme Court m m m m m m m m
District of Columbia

C Court of Appeals m m m m 5 m nj m
Florida

C Supreme Court both both® both’ d nj both® m both
| District Courts of Appeal m m m d nj m nj m
Georgia

C Supreme Court both both d both m d m m

| Court of Appeals both both d nj m nj nj m
Hawaii

C Supreme Court m m m d m m nj m

| Intermediate Court of Appeals m m m d m m nj m
Idaho

C Supreme Court m m m m m m m m

| Court of Appeals m m nj nj m m nj m
lllinois

C Supreme Court d both both d d d m d

| Appellate Court m m m nj m m nj m
Indiana

C Supreme Court both both d m both both m m

I Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m
| Tax Court nj nj m nj nj nj nj nj
lowa

C Supreme Court both both m both m both nj both
| Court of Appeals both both m both m both nj both
Kansas

C Supreme Court both both both m both d m both
| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m
Kentucky

C Supreme Court both both® both m both® both® m both™®
| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m

Legend: d=Discretionary, m=Mandatory, nj=No Jurisdiction Appellate courts 173



Table 22. Mandatory and Discretionary Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts

Court type Post Death

(C= Court of Last Resort) Civil Criminal Administrative  Extraordinary  Guilty Conviction  Penalty = Sentencing

(I= Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Appeals Appeals  Agency Appeals Writs Pleas Relief Cases Issues

Louisiana

C Supreme Court both both both d both d m d

| Courts of Appeal m m m d both d nj d

Maine

C Supreme Judicial Court m m* m?? nj m d nj d

Maryland

C Court of Appeals d d d d d d m d

| Court of Special Appeals m m m m d d nj d

Massachusetts

C Supreme Judicial Court both both both d nj d nj nj

| Appeals Court m m m d nj d nj nj

Michigan

C Supreme Court™ d d d both d d nj d

| Court of Appeals both both both d d both nj both

Minnesota

C Supreme Court both both d d d d nj d

| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m

Mississippi

C Supreme Court m m m m nj m m nj

| Court or Appeals m m m m nj m nj nj

Missouri

C Supreme Court both d d d d d m d

| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m

Montana

C Supreme Court m m d d m m m 1

Nebraska

C Supreme Court d d d m d d m d

| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m

Nevada

C Supreme Court m m m m m m m m

New Hampshire

C Supreme Court d d d d d d m d

New Jersey

C Supreme Court® both both both both both both m both

| Appellate Division of Superior m m m m m m nj m
Court

New Mexico

C Supreme Court both both® m*’ d nj d m nj

| Court of Appeals m m m nj m nj nj m

New York

C Court of Appeals m m m m d d m d

| Appellate Division of Superior m m m m m d nj m
Court

| Appellate Terms of Superior Court m m nj m m m nj nj

North Carolina

C Supreme Court d d both d d d m both

| Court of Appeals m m m both both both nj m

North Dakota

C Supreme Court m m m d m m nj m

| Court of Appeals m m m d m m nj m

Ohio

C Supreme Court both both both m d d m d

I Court of Appeals m m m m m m m m
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Table 22. Mandatory and Discretionary Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts

Court type Post Death

(C= Court of Last Resort) Civil Criminal Administrative Extraordinary  Guilty Conviction  Penalty Sentencing
(1= Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Appeals Appeals  Agency Appeals Writs Pleas Relief Cases Issues
Oklahoma

C Supreme Court m nj m both nj nj nj nj
C Court of Criminal Appeals n{' m nj m m m m m

I Court of Appeals m’® nj m m nj nj nj nj
Oregon

C Supreme Court both both m d nj nj m d

| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m
Pennsylvania

C Supreme Court both both both both nj d m nj

| Superior Court both m nj nj nj m nj m

| Commonwealth Court m m both both nj both nj nj
Puerto Rico

C Supreme Court d d d d d d nj m

| Circuit Court of Appeals both both both both d d nj m
Rhode Island

C Supreme Court m m d d nj m nj m

South Carolina

C Supreme Court m m m d m d m m
| Court of Appeals m m m m m nj nj nj
South Dakota

C Supreme Court m m m d m m m m
Tennessee

C Supreme Court d d d d d d m d
| Court of Appeals m nj m d nj nj nj nj
I Court of Criminal Appeals nj m nj d m m m m
Texas

C Supreme Court d nj d m nj nj nj nj
C Court of Criminal Appeals nj d nj m d d m both
| Courts of Appeal m m m m m m nj m
Utah

C Supreme Court m m m d m d m m
| Court of Appeals m m m d m d nj m
Vermont

C Supreme Court m m m m m m nj d
Virginia

C Supreme Court d d both d d d m d
| Court of Appeals nj d m d d d nj d
Washington

C Supreme Court d d d d d d m d
| Court of Appeals m m m nj m m nj m
West Virginia

C Supreme Court of Appeals d d d d d d nj d
Wisconsin

C Supreme Court nj nj nj nj nj nj nj nj
| Court of Appeals m m m m m m nj m
Wyoming

C Supreme Court m m m m m d m m
Federal

C US Supreme Court™ d d d d d d d d
| US Court of Appeals® m m m d m m m m
| US Court of Veterans Appeals21 nj nj m d nj nj nj nj

Legend: d=Discretionary, m=Mandatory, nj=No Jurisdiction Appellate courts 175



Table 22. Mandatory and Discretionary Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts

FOOTNOTES:

Arizona:
Sentencing issues might be raised in any case.
?Division | has discretion in unemployment appeals.

California:
°Review of IAC decision.

Connecticut:
“Mandatory if maximum sentence which could be imposed for felony offense
exceeds 20 years.

District of Columbia:

There is no direct appeal of a guilty plea. However, review is possible from a
“conditional plea” (reserving the right to review the adverse determination of
specified pretrial motions).

Florida:

Death penalty.

"Public Service Commission hears these appeals.

8No jurisdiction over the conviction but there is mandatory jurisdiction over the
sentence after the guilty plea.

Kentucky:
“Mandatory jurisdiction if sentence is more than 20 years, life or death.
Mandatory jurisdiction in capital cases.

Maine:
“Except extradition cases, which are discretionary.
2Except workers' compensation appeals, which are discretionary.

Michigan:
This court has mandatory jurisdiction over judicial tenure commission matters
where the commission has entered a disciplinary order.

Montana:
“Handled by a sentence review division.

New Jersey:
®Mandatory when there is a dissent in the Appellate Division or when substantial
constitutional question of first impression is presented.

New Mexico:
®Qriginal jurisdiction only in murder cases if life or death sentence imposed.
Only from Public Regulatory Commission, not other administrative agencies.

Oklahoma:
®Includes cases assigned by the supreme court.

Federal:

Al petitions for writs of certiorari are discretionary. Appeals are mandatory, but
constitute a small percentage of the caseload. 28 U.S.C. §§1251-1259.

“See 28 U.S.C. §81291-1296 and the 1996 Prisoner Litigation Reform Act.

2 ffective March 1, 1999, this is the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.
Decisions from this court are reviewed by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the federal
circuit.
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Who Makes Decision on Granting Petitions?

Court Type:
C=court of last resort

Number Necessary to

I=intermediate appellate court En banc Panel Commissioner Single Justice Grant Review
Alabama

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No 5
I Court of Criminal Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
I Court of Civil Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Alaska

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No* 3
| Court of Appeals Yes ~ ~ No' 2
Arizona

C Supreme Court Yes ~ No No 3
| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2
Arkansas

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
California

C Supreme Court Yes ~ No No* 4
| Courts of Appeal No Yes No No* 2
Colorado

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Connecticut

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No 3
| Appellate Court Yes No ~ No 2
Delaware

C Supreme Court Yes Yes ~ No 3
District of Columbia

C Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 1or2®
Florida

C Supreme Court No Yes ~ No 4
| District Courts of Appeal No Yes ~ No 2
Georgia

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
I Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 1
Hawaii

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
I Court of Appeals No*° 3 ~ No 2
Idaho

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
| Court of Appeals No discretionaryjurisdiction11 ~ ~ ~ ~
lllinois

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
| Appellate Court No Yes ~ No 2
Indiana

C Supreme Court Yes ~ No No 3
I Court of Appeals No Yes No No 2
| Tax Court No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
lowa

C Supreme Court No Yes ~ No 2
| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Kansas

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 3

Legend: ~=Not Applicable
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Number Deciding

Structure of Panels

Permanent or

Whether to Grant Rotating Frequency of Membership

Review Number of Panels Size of Panels Membership Rotation
Alabama
Supreme Court 9 2 5 Permanent ~
Court of Criminal Appeals ~ Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Civil Appeals ~ Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Alaska
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Arizona
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 72 3 Rotating 3 timeslyr
Arkansas
Supreme Court ~ Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ 4 3 Rotating -3
California
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Courts of Appeal 3 Varies 3 5 Case/calendar
Colorado
Supreme Court 3 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ 3° 3 Rotating 3 times/yr
Connecticut
Supreme Court 7 1 5 Rotating Daily
Appellate Court 9 3 3’ Rotating Daily
Delaware
Supreme Court 3 10 3 Rotating By case
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals 3 Varies 3 Rotating Half-day
Florida
Supreme Court 5 Varies® ~ Rotating ~
District Courts of Appeal 3 Varies 3 Rotating Varies
Georgia
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 3 3 Rotating Yearly
Hawaii
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 Varies 3 Rotating Varies
Idaho
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
lllinois
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Appellate Court 3 Varies 32 Rotating By case™®
Indiana
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 5 3 Permanent ~
Tax Court ~ Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
lowa
Supreme Court 3 2 5 Rotating Monthly
Court of Appeals ~ 2 3 Rotating Monthly
Kansas
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 3or4® 3 Rotating 18
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Who Makes Decision on Granting Petitions?

Court Type:

C=court of last resort Number Necessary to

I=intermediate appellate court En banc Panel Commissioner Single Justice Grant Review

Kentucky

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4

| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2

Louisiana

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4

| Courts of Appeal No Yes ~ No 2

Maine

C Supreme Judicial Court Yes Yes'® ~ No Varies

Maryland

C Court of Appeals Yes ~ ~ No 3

| Court of Special Appeals No Yes ~ Yes Varies

Massachusetts

C Supreme Judicial Court Yes ~ ~ No 20r 3%

| Appeals Court No No ~ Yes 1

Michigan

C Supreme Court Yes ~ No No 4

| Court of Appeals No Yes No No 2

Minnesota

C Supreme Court Yes No No No 3

| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2

Mississippi

C Supreme Court Yes Yes® ~ Yes®® Varies

| Court of Appeals No ~ ~ ~ ~

Missouri

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4

| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~

Montana

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4

Nebraska

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No 4

| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2

Nevada

C Supreme Court No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~

New Hampshire

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 1

New Jersey

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No

| Superior Court, No Yes?* No No 2%
Appellate Division

New Mexico

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No ~

I Court of Appeals No No No Yes® 1%

New York

C Court of Appeals Yes ~ ~ Yes? 2(civil)

| Supreme Court, No Yes ~ No 3
Appellate Divisions

North Carolina

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3

| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2

North Dakota

C Supreme Court No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~

Legend: ~=Not Applicable Appellate courts 179



Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Number Deciding

Structure of Panels

Permanent or

Whether to Grant Rotating Frequency of Membership

Review Number of Panels Size of Panels  Membership Rotation
Kentucky
Supreme Court 4 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 4 3 Rotating Monthly
Louisiana
Supreme Court 7 Varies’ 7 Rotating 6-7 weeks
Courts of Appeal 3 Varies®’ 3or5 Rotating Monthly
Maine
Supreme Judicial Court Varies Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Maryland
Court of Appeals 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Special Appeals Varies Varies 3 Rotating Varies
Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court 7 1 7 Rotating Monthly
Appeals Court 1 5 3 Rotating Monthly
Michigan
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 9 3 Rotating Monthly
Minnesota
Supreme Court 7 Varies 3 Rotating Monthly
Court of Appeals 3 4 3 Rotating Monthly
Mississippi
Supreme Court Varies 3 3 Rotating Every 6 weeks
Court of Appeals Varies 3 3 Rotating Every 6 weeks
Missouri
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ -2 2 Rotating %
Montana
Supreme Court 7 2 5 Rotating By case
Nebraska
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 2 3 Rotating 3 Months
Nevada
Supreme Court ~ 2 3 Rotating 6 Months
New Hampshire
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
New Jersey
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Superior Court, 2% 7 parts of 4 judges 2-3 Rotating %

Appellate Division
New Mexico
Supreme Court 3 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 1% Varies 3 Rotating By case
New York
Court of Appeals 7 (civip Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Supreme Court, 4 or 5% Varies ~2° Rotating Daily
Appellate Divisions

North Carolina
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 4 3 Rotating Every 3rd week

North Dakota
Supreme Court
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Court Type:
C=court of last resort

Who Makes Decision on Granting Petitions?

Number Necessary to

I=intermediate appellate court En banc Panel Commissioner  Single Justice Grant Review
Ohio

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
| Courts of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Oklahoma

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ ~ 5
C Criminal Appeals Yes ~ ~ ~ 3
| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Oregon

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
| Court of Appeals ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Pennsylvania

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
I Superior Court Yes Yes ~ No Majority
| Commonwealth Court Yes Yes ~ Yes No
Puerto Rico

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No 4
| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2
Rhode Island

C Supreme Court Yes No ~ No 1
South Carolina

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 2
| Court of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
South Dakota

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
Tennessee

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 2
I Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2
| Court of Criminal Appeals No Yes ~ No 2
Texas

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
C Court of Criminal Appeals Yes ~ ~ No 4
| Courts of Appeals No discretionary jurisdiction ~ ~ ~ ~
Utah

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
| Court of Appeals No Yes ~ No 2
Vermont

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
Virginia

C Supreme Court No Yes ~ Yes 1
I Court of Appeals No Yes ~ Yes 1
Washington

C Supreme Court No Yes® Yes® No 5
| Courts of Appeals No No Yes No 1
West Virginia

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
Wisconsin

C Supreme Court Yes ~ No No 3-4%
| Court of Appeals No Yes® ~ Yes*® 2
Wyoming

C Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 3
Federal

C U.S. Supreme Court Yes ~ ~ No 4
I U.S. Courts of Appeals Yes Yes ~ No 40

Legend: ~=Not Applicable
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

Number Deciding

Structure of Panels

Permanent or

Whether to Grant Rotating Frequency of Membership
States/Courts: Review Number of Panels Size of Panels Membership Rotation
Ohio
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Courts of Appeals ~ Varies 3 Rotating Weekly
Oklahoma
Supreme Court 9 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Criminal Appeals 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ 4 3 Rotating Annually
Oregon
Supreme Court 7 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ 3 3 Rotating 0
Pennsylvania
Supreme Court 3 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Superior Court No Varies 3 Rotating™ Discretionary
Commonwealth Court No Varies 3 Rotating Discretionary
Puerto Rico
Supreme Court 4 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 11 3 3 Yearly
Rhode Island
Supreme Court 5 1 3 Rotating Monthly
South Carolina
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals ~ 3 3 Rotating 32
South Dakota
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Tennessee
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 3 3 Permanent ~
Court of Criminal Appeals 3 3 3 Permanent ~
Texas
Supreme Court 9 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Criminal Appeals 9 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Courts of Appeals - Varies 3 Rotating Varies
Utah
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 Varies 3 Rotating Monthly
Vermont
Supreme Court 5 3 3 Rotating Monthly
Virginia
Supreme Court 3 3 3 Permanent ~
Court of Appeals 4 Varies 3 Rotating Varies
Washington
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Courts of Appeals 136 Varies 3 Rotating Varies by division
West Virginia
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Wisconsin
Supreme Court 35 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Court of Appeals 3 4 3 s By case
Wyoming
Supreme Court 5 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
Federal
U.S. Supreme Court 9 Court does not sit in panels ~ ~ ~
U.S. Courts of Appeals 4 Varies 3 Rotating Varies by circuit
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Table 23. Structure of Panels Reviewing Discretionary Petitions

FOOTNOTES:

Alaska:
!single justice or court of appeals judge makes recommendation to full court,
which then votes en banc.

Arizona:
2Five in Division 1; two in Division 2.

Arkansas:
3Every four weeks during submissions.

California:

“Theoretically possible in habeas cases, but not done by single justice.

SCourt of Appeals: Divisions of 3 judges are permanent; divisions of four or more
rotate within division.

Colorado:
SCourt of Appeals: The panels draft all opinions; then submit drafts to full court for
final approval.

Connecticut:
"Appellate Court: five for motions, 9 for en banc.

District of Columbia:
8Usually one, two are necessary for interlocutory appeals only.

Florida:
Oral arguments and merit panel are en banc. Five are on the original writ panel.

Hawaii:
pjscretionary jurisdiction only if assigned by Supreme Court.

Idaho:
“Court of Appeals: All cases are assigned to the court of appeals by the Supreme
Court.

lllinois:

2Except for “Industrial Division” IAC, which is a panel of five.

3In Cook County there are six divisions of four judges each. They sit in rotating
panels of three.

lowa:
Y Three-member panels screen cases and handle non-oral fast track cases.

Kansas:

®Court of Appeals: Panels may be supplemented by other judges from time to
time, and the composition of a panel may vary from case to case.

®Chief judge designates as necessary; once every three weeks.

Louisiana:
Use of panels ceases on 12/31/00 when Court reverts to seven justices.

Maine:
BCourt sits in panel during sentence review cases only.

Massachusetts:

Direct appellate review may be granted by two justices of the supreme judicial
court or by a majority of justices of the appellate court. M.R.A.P. Ill. Further
appellate review may be granted by three justices of the supreme judicial court or
by a majority of the justices of the appeals court or by a majority of the justices of
the appeals court deciding the case. M.R.A.P 27.1.

Mississippi:
®Dpepending upon emergency nature of situation.

Legend: ~=Not Applicable

Missouri:

2Eour in western district, five in eastern district, and two in southern district.
2Three in western and eastern districts; southern district has one three-member
panel and one four-member panel.

“SYearly in eastern and southern districts; quarterly in western district.

New Jersey:

#Court of Appeals: Interlocutory appeals only. The presiding judge of a panel
makes the final determination as to whether a matter will be decided by 2 or 3
judges.

SYearly for parts; panels rotate by case.

New Mexico:
ZFor interlocutory appeals, one calendaring judge may grant review; to deny
review, one judge must concur.

New York:

ZCourt of Appeals: a single judge grants review for criminal cases.

Bpppellate Divisions of Supreme Court: varies by department.

“Appellate Divisions of Supreme Court: 4 in second divisions; 5 in first, third and
fourth departments.

Oregon:
%At the discretion of the chief judge.

Pennsylvania:
S Appointed by the president judge.

South Carolina:
32At the discretion of the chief judge.

Vermont:
330n “fast track” cases.

Washington:

%Reviews from trial courts.

*Reviews from IAC

%At the IAC a commissioner rules on a motion for discretionary review.

Wisconsin:

37A commissioner makes a recommendation on review. If there is no objection
during conference, the recommendation is accepted. If there is an objection to a
petition for review, the court votes and three of the seven members must agree to
grant review. If a justice who initially voted to grant review makes a motion to
dismiss as improvidently granted, it is dismissed when at least four members
agree to do so. Petitions to bypass and certification are granted by a vote of four.
*Either a panel of 3 or 1 judge may make the decision to grant or deny
discretionary petitions for leave to leave appeal, determined by case type and
interpreted through statute.

*Permanent in District 3. Judges in Districts 1, 2, and 4 rotate.

Federal:

“ORequires majority of judges eligible to vote.
“Requires a majority to grant en banc review.
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Table 24. Clerks of Appellate Courts: Numbers and Method of Selection

Number of Clerks

Method of Appointment

Term of Office

Minimum Qualifications

Alabama

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Alaska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arizona
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Arkansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

California
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeal

Colorado
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Connecticut
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

Delaware
Supreme Court

District of Columbia
Court of Appeals

Florida
Supreme Court
District Courts of Appeal

Georgia
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Hawaii

Supreme Court
Intermediate Court of
Appeals

Idaho
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

lllinois
Supreme Court
Appellate Court

Indiana
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Tax Court

lowa
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Kansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

1
1
1

1
(same as COLR)

=

1
(same as COLR)

=

=

1
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

[EnY

1
(same as COLR)
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)
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COLR
IAC
IAC

COLR

COLR
IAC

COLR

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR

COLR

Executive officer subject
to chief judge’s approval

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR

COLR

COLR

IAC

Popular election

COLR

COLR

At pleasure
At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

6 years

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

6 years
At pleasure

Civil service

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

4 years

At pleasure

2 years

None stated
None stated
None stated

Law degree, admittance to bar

Law degree

None stated

None stated
Bachelor's Degree, six years
management experience

Law degree and judicial administration
Degree in business, public or judicial
administration; 6 years’ court
administration experience; 2 years at
supervisory level

Law degree

None stated

Law degree and 10 years of legal and
managerial experience

None stated
None stated

Court’s practice is to appoint attorney
Admittance to bar

High school

None stated

None stated

None stated

None stated

None stated

Admittance to bar



Table 24. Clerks of Appellate Courts: Numbers and Method of Selection

Number of Clerks

Method of Appointment

Term of Office

Minimum Qualifications

Kentucky
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Louisiana
Supreme Courts
Courts of Appeal

Maine
Supreme Judicial Court

Maryland
Court of Appeals
Court of Special Appeals

Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court
Appeals Court

Michigan
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Minnesota
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Mississippi
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Missouri
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Montana
Supreme Court

Nebraska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Nevada
Supreme Court

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey

Supreme Court

Superior Court, Appellate
Division

New Mexico

Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

New York
Court of Appeals

Supreme Court, Appellate
Divisions
North Carolina

Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

North Dakota
Supreme Court

1
1

=

1
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

Tenure after 6 months

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR, IAC

COLR

COLR
IAC

Popular election

COLR

COLR

COLR

COLR
COLR

COLR
IAC

COLR

IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

2

At pleasure
At pleasure

5 years
5 years

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

6 years

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

None stated
None stated

None stated
None stated

Admittance to bar

Admittance to bar
Admittance to bar

None stated
None stated

Law degree, admittance to bar
None stated

None stated

None stated

No*

No*

None stated

None stated

Law degree, admittance to bar, 21 years
of age, state citizen 1 year

Law degree, admittance to bar

Law degree, admittance to bar
Law degree, admittance to bar

Law degree, admittance to bar
Law degree, admittance to bar

’

Admission to the NYS Bar and 10 years
relevant legal experience

Admission to NY bar and 10 years’
relevant legal experience

Law degree, law experience.
Law degree

4 years of college, law degree preferred,
4 years experience in court or legal
setting
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Table 24. Clerks of Appellate Courts: Numbers and Method of Selection

Number of Clerks

Method of Appointment

Term of Office

Minimum Qualifications

Ohio
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

Oklahoma

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Court of Civil Appeals

Oregon
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Pennsylvania
Supreme Court
Superior Court
Commonwealth Court

Puerto Rico
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals6

Rhode Island
Supreme Court

South Carolina
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

South Dakota
Supreme Court

Tennessee

Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Court of Criminal Appeals

Texas

Supreme Court

Court of Criminal Appeals
Courts of Appeals

Utah
Supreme Court

Court of Appeals

Vermont
Supreme Court
Virginia
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Washington
Supreme Court
Courts of Appeals

West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals
Wisconsin

Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

12°

1
(same as COLR)
(same as COLR)

1
(same as COLR)

[EnY

1
(same as SCA)

110

1
(same as COLR)
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COLR
Popular election

COLR/IAC

Chief Justice

COLR
Presiding judge
Presiding Judge

COLR
IAC

Gubernatorial

COLR
IAC

COLR

COLR

COLR
COLR
IAC

Appellate Court
Administrator appoints
with approval of Justices®
Appellate Court

Administrator with
approval of judges

COLR

COLR
IAC

COLR
IAC

COLR

COLR

At pleasure
4 years

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

5 years

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

6 years

4 years
4 years
4 years

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure
At pleasure

At pleasure

At pleasure

None stated
None stated

Admittance to bar

None stated

Lawyer
Lawyer
Lawyer

Admittance to bar
Admittance to bar

None stated

None stated
None stated

None stated

None stated

None stated
None stated
None stated

8 years of progressively responsible
experience in court operations or
bachelor’s degree plus 4 years’
experience in court operations

8 years of progressively responsible
experience in court operation or
bachelor’s degree plus 4 years’
experience in court operation

None stated

None stated
None stated

Admittance to bar
Bachelor's degree and 6 years

experience or JD with 3 years experience

None stated

College, 2 years’ related experience



Table 24. Clerks of Appellate Courts: Numbers and Method of Selection

Number of Clerks Method of Appointment Term of Office Minimum Qualifications
Wyoming
Supreme Court 1 COLR At pleasure None stated
Federal
U.S. Supreme Court 1 COLR At pleasure
U.S. Courts of Appeals 1 each IAC At pleasure 1
FOOTNOTES:
Georgia:

'serves dual capacity—clerk/court administrator.

Maine:
2Subject to collective bargaining contract.

Massachusetts:

There is a clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court (SJC) for the Commonwealth
(appointed to a five-year term by the justices; the jurisdiction of the purely
appellate function of the court comes under the Commonwealth Office) and a
clerk of the SJC for Suffolk County (elected to a six-year term by the voters of
Suffolk County; this office processes bar applications, bar disciplines and
complaints which by statute come within the court’s original jurisdiction of the
court—concurrently, for the most part, with the trial court).

Missouri:
“The court's practice has been to appoint an attorney.

Ohio:
®Clerk of Common Pleas court is also clerk of the Court of Appeals.

Puerto Rico:

5The first intermediate appellate court of Puerto Rico was established November
1992, but was abolished in August 1993. Later, a Circuit Court of Appeals was
established by law through the Judicial Branch's Reorganization Plan of July 28,
1994. It consists of 33 judges and is divided in 7 circuits.

Tennessee:

"COLR appoints one chief clerk for all those divisions (3) and three chief deputy
clerks.

SCOLR appoints three chief deputy clerks, one each in Knoxville, and Jackson,
serving the COLR and IAC in that region.

Utah:

°Appellate court administrator must have a law degree and is selected by the state
court administrator with concurrence of chief justice of COLR and presiding judge
of the IAC.

Vermont:
Same as state court administrator.

Federal:
See 28 U.S.C. § 711.
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Table 25. Provisions of Law Clerks to Appellate Court Judges

Court type:

C=court of last resort Number of clerks for chief Number of clerks for each Number of central law
I=intermediate appellate court justice/ judge associate justice/ judge staff
Alabama

C Supreme Court 3t 3t 4
I Court of Criminal Appeals 4 4 1
| Court of Civil Appeals 3 3 0
Alaska

C Supreme Court 3 3 0
| Court of Appeals 2 2 2
Arizona

C Supreme Court 3 2 8 FTE
| Court of Appeals, Division 1 1 2 18
| Court of Appeals, Division 2 1 15 9
Arkansas

C Supreme Court 2 2 0
| Court of Appeals 2 2 5
California

C Supreme Court 8 5 29
| Court of Appeals 2 22 8
Colorado

C Supreme Court 2 2 1
| Court of Appeals 1 1 16
Connecticut

C Supreme Court 2 15 44*
| Appellate Court 2 1 44*
Delaware

C Supreme Court 15 15 2
District of Columbia

C Court of Appeals 3 2 8
Florida

C Supreme Court 3 2 6
| District Courts of Appeal 2 2 19°
Georgia

C Supreme Court 3 2 5
| Court of Appeals 3 3 5
Hawaii

C Supreme Court 3 2 5
| Intermediate Court of Appeals 2 2 0
Idaho

C Supreme Court 2 2 1
| Court of Appeals 2 2 1
lllinois

C Supreme Court 3 3 19°
| Appellate Court 2 2 88
Indiana

C Supreme Court 3 2 5
I Court of Appeals 3’ 3’ 7
| Tax Court 3 ~ 0
lowa

C Supreme Court 1 1 2
| Court of Appeals 1 1 2
Kansas

C Supreme Court 1 1 2
| Court of Appeals 1 1 13
Kentucky

C Supreme Court 1 1 78
| Court of Appeals 2 2 8
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Table 25. Provisions of Law Clerks to Appellate Court Judges

Court type:

C=court of last resort Number of clerks for chief Number of clerks for each Number of central law

I=intermediate appellate court justice/ judge associate justice/ judge staff

Louisiana

C Supreme Court 3° 3 14

| Courts of Appeal 3 2 55

Maine

C Supreme Judicial Court 2 15 1

Maryland

C Court of Appeals 2 2 0

| Court of Special Appeals 2 2 8

Massachusetts

C Supreme Judicial Court 2 2 20

| Appeals Court 2 1 18

Michigan

C Supreme Court 3 3 17

| Court of Appeals 1 1 80™°

Minnesota

C Supreme Court 2 1.5 3

| Court of Appeals 2 2 15

Mississippi

C Supreme Court 2 2 8

| Court of Appeals 2 2 5

Missouri

C Supreme Court 2 2 0

| Court of Appeals 2 2 2

Montana

C Supreme Court 2 2 14

Nebraska

C Supreme Court 2 2 1

| Court of Appeals 2 2 1

Nevada

C Supreme Court 2 2 19

New Hampshire

C Supreme Court 2 2 3

New Jersey

C Supreme Court 3 2-41 5

| Superior Court, Appellate Division 2 1 27

New Mexico

C Supreme Court 2 2 0

| Court of Appeals 1 1 14

New York

C Court of Appeals 3 2 14%

| Appellate Divisions of Supreme 1 1 110"
Court

North Carolina

C Supreme Court 3 2 0

| Court of Appeals 3 2 7

North Dakota

C Supreme Court 1 1 6

Ohio

C Supreme Court 3 3 10

| Court of Appeals 2 2 Varies

Oklahoma

C Supreme Court 2 2 5

C Court of Criminal Appeals 2 2 5

I Court of Appeals 2 2 1

Appellate courts 189



Table 25. Provisions of Law Clerks to Appellate Court Judges

Court type:

C=court of last resort Number of clerks for chief Number of clerks for each Number of central law
I=intermediate appellate court justice/ judge associate justice/ judge staff
Oregon

C Supreme Court 1 1 2

| Court of Appeals 1 Varies™ 7
Pennsylvania

C Supreme Court Varies Varies 15

| Superior Court 5 4 Varies
| Commonwealth Court 4 4 Varies
Puerto Rico

C Supreme Court 4 3 10

| Court of Appeals 1 ~ 22
Rhode Island

C Supreme Court 3 2 6
South Carolina

C Supreme Court 2 2 9

| Court of Appeals 2 2 5
South Dakota

C Supreme Court 1 1 3
Tennessee

C Supreme Court 2 2 8

| Court of Appeals 2 2 3

I Court of Criminal Appeals 2 2 3
Texas

C Supreme Court 3 3 0

C Court of Criminal Appeals 2 2 14

| Courts of Appeals 14 80'° 110"
Utah

C Supreme Court 2 2 2

| Court of Appeals 2 2 4
Vermont

C Supreme Court 2 1 2
Virginia

C Supreme Court 1 1 10%®
| Court of Appeals 1 1 9
Washington

C Supreme Court 2 2 8

I Court of Appeals 2 2 Varies™®
West Virginia

C Supreme Court of Appeals 3 3 Varies®
Wisconsin

C Supreme Court 1 1 4

| Court of Appeals 1 1 13
Wyoming

C Supreme Court 2 2 1
Federal

C US Supreme Court 4% 4% 2%
| US Courts of Appeals 4 3% Varies
I US Court of Appeals for Veterans 2 2 7

Claims

190 State Court Organization, 1998



Table 25. Provisions of Law Clerks to Appellate Court Judges

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama:
!Justices may have three positions. No more than two can be staff attorneys.
The remainder may be law clerks.

California:
?pilot project in Fifth District with three per justice.
SVaries.

Connecticut:
“Includes twenty-six attorneys and eighteen paralegals. Staff is shared by COLR
and IAC, except executive assistants (one in COLR and one in IAC).

Florida:
®This is the total number of central law staff for all five courts of appeal in Florida.
The number varies by each court. In the Fourth District there are six.

lllinois:
SSeven attorneys for research department; ten attorneys for administrative office
of courts; two attorneys for clerk’s office.

Indiana:
"Judges may at their own discretion have more than three clerks.

Kentucky:
80ne attorney serves as Supreme Court Administrator and general counsel.

Louisiana:
°In addition to an executive assistant that is an attorney.

Michigan:
©Court of appeals has forty temporary, thirty-two permanent, and eight
supervisory.

New Jersey:
"0One justice may have a fourth law clerk to work as one of two law clerks
assigned to death penalty cases.

New York:

2Court of appeals has one Deputy Chief Court Attorney, eight senior court
attorneys, and five court attorneys.

BAppellate Divisions have twenty-seven in First Department, sixteen in Third
Department, and seventeen in Fourth Department.

Oregon:
“sixteen total: seven justices have two clerks; two justices have one clerk.

Pennsylvania:
*Supreme court does not employ central staff attorneys.

Texas:

®Generally, one law clerk is assigned to the chief justice of each court of appeals,
and one law clerk is assigned to each justice of each court of appeals.

"This is the total number of central law staff for all fourteen courts of appeals.
The number of central law staff varies from court to court.

Virginia:
®Five are part-time employees.

Washington:
®pjvision | with ten judges has seven and one-half attorneys, division Il with six
judges has four, and division Il with five judges has one. Duties vary.

West Virginia:
Clerks screen applications but do not draft opinions or orders.

Federal:

ZNot all justices have four; some have three.

#Not including law-trained research librarians.

BCourt of appeals justices may elect to have four law clerks and one secretary or
three law clerks and two secretaries.
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Table 26. Expediting Procedures in Appellate Courts

Court type:

Use of Preargument

Use of Oral Argument

C=court of last resort Settlement Advance Queue Expedited Briefing in Lieu of Full Written ~ Submission on
I=intermediate appellate court Conference (fast tracking) Procedures Briefs Briefs Alone
Alabama

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No No

I Court of Criminal Appeals No No Yes No Yes

| Court of Civil Appeals No No No No No

Alaska

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No No

I Court of Appeals No Yes No No No
Arizona

C Supreme Court No No No No :

| Court of Appeals Yes? Civil/criminal Civil Civil Civil/criminal
Arkansas

C Supreme Court No No Yes® No Yes

| Court of Appeals No No No No Yes
California

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Courts of Appeal Civil* Yes* Civilicriminal® No Civil/criminal
Colorado

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No No

| Court of Appeals Yes Upon request Upon request6 No No
Connecticut

C Supreme Court Civil Civil/criminal Civil/criminal No No

| Appellate Court Civil Civil/criminal Civil/criminal No Civil’
Delaware

C Supreme Court No No No No Yes
District of Columbia

C Court of Appeals No® Yes® Yes® No Yes
Florida

C Supreme Court No No Yes No Yes

| District Courts of Appeal No’ Yes Yes No Yes
Georgia

C Supreme Court No No Yes No Yes

| Court of Appeals Civil No No No Yes
Hawaii

C Supreme Court Yes No No No Yes

| Intermediate Court of Appeals Yes No No No Yes

Idaho

C Supreme Court Yes No Yes No Yes

| Court of Appeals Yes No No No Yes
lllinois

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No Yes

| Appellate Court No Yes Yes No Yes
Indiana

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Court of Appeals No No No No No

| Tax Court No No No No No

lowa

C Supreme Court No Civil/criminal Yes No Yes

| Court of Appeals No Civil/criminal Yes No Yes
Kansas

C Supreme Court No Yes No No Civil/criminal®®
| Court of Appeals No Yes Yes No Civil/criminal™
Kentucky

C Supreme Court No No™* Yes'? No Yes

I Court of Appeals Civil Yes No No No
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Table 26. Expediting Procedures in Appellate Courts

Court type: Use of Preargument Use of Oral Argument
C=court of last resort Settlement Advance Queue Expedited Briefing in Lieu of Full Written ~ Submission on
I=intermediate appellate court Conference (fast tracking) Procedures Briefs Briefs Alone
Louisiana
C Supreme Court No Civil/criminal™ Civil/criminal No No™
| Courts of Appeal No Civil/criminal Civil/criminal No Yes
Maine
C Supreme Judicial Court No No Ad hoc basis No Civil/criminal
Maryland
C Court of Appeals No No No No No
I Court of Special Appeals Civil Civil/criminal Civil/criminal No Civil/criminal
Massachusetts
C Supreme Judicial Court No No No No No
| Appeals Court Yes No No No No
Michigan
C Supreme Court No No No No No
| Court of Appeals Yes'® Yes Yes No Yes
Minnesota
C Supreme Court No No No No No
| Court of Appeals No No 16 No No
Mississippi
C Supreme Court Limited Yes Limited No Yes
| Court of Appeals No Yes Limited No Yes
Missouri
C Supreme Court No v 18 No If requested
| Court of Appeals Civil Civil/criminal 18 No Civil/criminal
Montana
C Supreme Court No No No No No
Nebraska
C Supreme Court No No No No If requested, and
criminal™®
| Court of Appeals No Yes No No If requested, and
criminal®
Nevada
C Supreme Court Civil Yes Capital No Civil/criminal
Child Custody
Criminal - Non life
sentence
New Hampshire
C Supreme Court Civil Yes® Civil No Civil/criminal
New Jersey
C Supreme Court No Yes No No No
| Appellate Division of Superior Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
New Mexico
C Supreme Court No Yes? Yes? No Yes??
| Court of Appeals Civil Civil/criminal Yes No Yes
New York
C Court of Appeals No Civil/criminal Civil/criminal No Civil/criminal
| Appellate Divisions of Supreme Yes No Criminal No Yes
Court
North Carolina
C Supreme Court No Yes?® Yes?® No Civil/criminal®
| Court of Appeals No Civil/criminal No No Civil/criminal
North Dakota
C Supreme Court No Yes®* Yes No Yes
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Table 26. Expediting Procedures in Appellate Courts

Court type: Use of Preargument Use of Oral Argument

C=court of last resort Settlement Advance Queue Expedited Briefing in Lieu of Full Written ~ Submission on
I=intermediate appellate court Conference (fast tracking) Procedures Briefs Briefs Alone
Ohio

C Supreme Court No No Yes?® No Yes

| Court of Appeals No Yes Civil/criminal No Civil/criminal
Oklahoma

C Supreme Court Yes Yes No No Yes

C Court of Criminal Appeals No Yes No Yes No

I Court of Appeals No Yes No No Yes

Oregon

C Supreme Court Yes®® No Civil Civil Civil

| Court of Appeals Yes?® No Limited Civil No Yes
Pennsylvania

C Supreme Court No Case-by-case basis Case-by-case basis No Yes

| Superior Court No Yes No No Yes

|  Commonwealth Court Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Puerto Rico

C Supreme Court Civil/criminal Civil/criminal Civil/criminal Yes Civil/criminal
| Court of Appeals No Yes No Yes No

Rhode Island

C Supreme Court Civil/criminal Civil/criminal Civil/criminal Yes Civil/criminal
South Carolina

C Supreme Court No No No No Civil/criminal
| Court of Appeals No No No No Civil/criminal
South Dakota

C Supreme Court No No No No No
Tennessee 2’

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Court of Appeals No No No No No

I Court of Criminal Appeals No No No No No

Texas

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No Civil

C Court of Criminal Appeals No No No No Criminal

| Courts of Appeals Yes?® No No No Civil/criminal
Utah

C Supreme Court No No No No Yes

I Court of Appeals Yes No No No Yes
Vermont

C Supreme Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Civil/criminal
Virginia

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Court of Appeals No No No No Yes
Washington

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Court of Appeals No Yes?® No No Yes

West Virginia

C Supreme Court of Appeals Yes® Yes*! Yes* No Yes*
Wisconsin

C Supreme Court No No No No No

| Court of Appeals No Civil®® Civil®® No Civillcriminal
Wyoming

C Supreme Court No Yes Yes No Yes

Federal

C U.S. Supreme Court No No Yes No Yes*

I U.S. Court of Appeals35 Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies
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Table 26. Expediting Procedures in Appellate Courts

FOOTNOTES

Arizona:
“The supreme court may permit submission on briefs alone.
%Division One.

Arkansas:
3By motion only.

California:
“Juvenile dependency.
SVaries by district.

Colorado:
SUpon request per rules in right to die cases.

Connecticut:
At court's discretion.

District of Columbia:
SExpedited scheduling may be ordered in individual cases. It may include
shortened briefing deadlines and advancing an argument date.

Florida:
Settlement conferences are used by the first district.

Kansas:
YCases may be assigned to a summary calendar.

Kentucky:

n cases in which parties request immediate relief, such is available upon the
request.

2Certain categories of appeals are expedited by statute, case law, or court policy.
Expedition may consist of shortened briefing deadlines and advance querying.

Louisiana:
Upon joint motion of all parties, a case may be submitted without oral argument.

Michigan:

“The court can curtail briefing schedules, or make other adjustments but do so as
a routine matter.

®Experimental.

Minnesota:
®Child custody and mental commitment.

Missouri:

"The court uses an advance queue if requested by the parties or on court's own
motion.

®The court uses expedited briefing procedures if request is by the parties or on
court's own motion.

Nebraska:
®Where accused entered plea of guilty or no contest or where sole allegation of
error is an excessive or excessively lenient sentence.

New Hampshire:

PExpedited oral argument is scheduled in interlocutory appeals, cases involving
the status of a child, domestic violence appeals, and landlord/tenant cases.
Others are on a case by case basis.

New Mexico:

2only by court order in special circumstances.

20ral argument in civil and criminal only upon request of party and permission of
court.

North Carolina:
BOccurs very rarely, and at the discretion of the court.

North Dakota:
%Clerk’s office also uses a prescreening process to identify appeals that do not
comply with the statutes or rules regarding appeals.

Ohio:
*Expedited briefing procedures are by order in election cases.

Oregon:
%Civil workers’ compensation/domestic relations cases.

Tennessee:

#In worker's compensation cases presently fixed in the Western Division, the
cases may be mediated. This was to be a pilot project for this division and the
court is deciding on whether or not to continue it at the appellate level. When we
first began the project in August of 1998, mediation was required unless otherwise
ordered by our western Tennessee justice. It may, in the future, become an
option inasmuch as the WC cases are mediated at the trial level.

Texas:
Some courts.

Washington:

2By court rule the IAC must accelerate juvenile dependency and termination
cases. The court also accelerates cases where the only issue on appeal is a
sentence outside the guidelines. These are all initially decided by a commissioner.
Also, commissioners decide motion on the merits cases affirming a trial court
decision if the appeal is determined to be clearly without merit.

West Virginia:

some worker's compensation cases are settled through the court's mediation
program.

“Discretionary with supreme court (case-by-case basis).

#Mandatory in workers' compensation cases; discretionary with supreme court in
all other cases.

Wisconsin:
*Eliminated in criminal (only) as of 1/1/94.

Federal:

340Oral argument only in cases in which petition for writ of certiorari is granted.
%The expedited procedures vary by circuit and are defined by the local rules of
each court.
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Table 27. Special Calendars in Appellate Courts

Court type
(C=Court of Last Resort) Special
(I=Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Calendars Types of Appeals on Calendars
Alabama
C Supreme Court | Extraordinary Writs
I Court of Civil Appeals ~
I Court of Criminal Appeals ~
Alaska
C Supreme Court ~ ~
| Court of Appeals ~ ~
Arizona
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals | Workers’ Compensation Appeals (clustered)
Arkansas
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
California
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals | Juvenile Dependency Appeals (streamlined track)
Colorado
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
Connecticut
C  Supreme Court ~
| Appellate Court ~
Delaware
C Supreme Court ~
District of Columbia
C Court of Appeals ~
Florida
C Supreme Court ~
| District Courts of Appeal [ ] Original Writs
Georgia
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
Hawaii
C Supreme Court ~
| Intermediate Court of Appeals ~
Idaho
C Supreme Court | Adoption, Parent-Child Termination, Child Custody
| Court of Appeals | Parent-Child Termination, Child Custody
lllinois
C Supreme Court | Accelerated docket
| Appellate Court [ ] Accelerated docket
Indiana
C Supreme Court [ ] Public Service Commission Appeals, Industrial Board of Indiana Appeals
| Court of Appeals ~
I Tax Court ~ ~
lowa
C Supreme Court | Attorney Discipline, Adoption, Child Placement, Child Custody, Parent-Child
Termination, Review of Court of Appeal’s Opinions
| Court of Appeals | Adoption, Child Placement, Child Custody, Parent-Child Termination
Kansas
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals | Fast Track Cases
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Table 27. Special Calendars in Appellate Courts

Court type

(C=Court of Last Resort) Special

(I=Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Calendars Types of Appeals on Calendars
Kentucky

C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~

Louisiana

C Supreme Court | Attorney Discipline, Appeals in which state is a party

| Courts of Appeal | Appeals in which state is a party, Post-Conviction Proceedings
Maine

C  Supreme Judicial Court ~

Maryland
C Court of Appeals ~
| Court of Special Appeals ~

Massachusetts
C  Supreme Judicial Court ~
| Appeals Court ~

Michigan
C Supreme Court™ ~
| Court of Appeals ~ Summary Calendar (routine cases without oral argument);
Conflict Panels (7 judges decide if 3-judge panel disagrees)
Minnesota

C Supreme Court ~

| Court of Appeals ~
Mississippi

C  Supreme Court ~ ~

| Court or Appeals

Missouri ~
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals

Montana
C  Supreme Court ~

Nebraska
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~

Nevada
C Supreme Court | Child Custody, Capital Criminal Appeals and Direct Appeals in criminal cases
with less than life sentence.

New Hampshire
C  Supreme Court ~

New Jersey
C Supreme Court® ~
| Appellate Division of Superior Court | Defined Sentencing Issues Appeals (oral argument calendars, considered
without briefs but with transcript and court record)
New Mexico
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals | (1) Expedited Bench Decisions - oral argument held soon after briefing -
decision made from bench (2) Summary calendar (3) Legal calendar
New York
C Court of Appeals [ ] Election Matters (Motions and Appeals Calendar)
| Appellate Division of Superior Court | Sentencing Appeals, Election Laws
| Appellate Terms of Superior Court [ ] Incarcerated Appellants

North Carolina
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~

Legend: ~=Not applicable, B= Yes Appellate courts 197



Table 27. Special Calendars in Appellate Courts

Court type
(C=Court of Last Resort) Special
(I=Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Calendars Types of Appeals on Calendars
North Dakota
C Supreme Court ~
Ohio
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals [ ] Accelerated Calendar (no casetype specific)
Oklahoma
C  Supreme Court ~
C  Court of Criminal Appeals ~
| Court of Appeals ~
Oregon
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals | Land Use Board of Appeal, Termination of Parental Rights
Pennsylvania
C Supreme Court ~
| Superior Court ~
| Commonwealth Court ~
Puerto Rico
C Supreme Court ~
| Circuit Court of Appeals ~
Rhode Island
C  Supreme Court ~
South Carolina
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
South Dakota
C Supreme Court ~
Tennessee
C Supreme Court | Workers’ Compensation Appeals (by three-judge panel of senior judges)
| Court of Appeals ~
I Court of Criminal Appeals ~
Texas
C Supreme Court ~
C Court of Criminal Appeals ~
| Courts of Appeal ~
Utah
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
Vermont
C  Supreme Court ~
Virginia
C  Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
Washington
C Supreme Court ~
| Court of Appeals ~
West Virginia
C Supreme Court of Appeals | Workers’ Compensation

Wisconsin
C  Supreme Court
| Court of Appeals
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Table 27. Special Calendars in Appellate Courts

Court type

(C=Court of Last Resort) Special

(I=Intermediate Court Of Appeals) Calendars Types of Appeals on Calendars
Wyoming

C Supreme Court ~

Federal
C US Supreme Court
| US Courts of Appeals
I US Court of Veterans Appeals

Legend: ~=Not applicable, B= Yes Appellate courts 199



Table 28. Limitations on Oral Argument in Appellate Courts

Reasoned Opinions Required in

Limitations on Oral Limitations on Oral Appellate
Arguments in Civil Cases? Arguments in Criminal Cases? Court Decisions?
Alabama
Supreme Court ] ]
Court of Criminal Appeals NJ ] ]
Court of Civil Appeals [ ] NJ
Alaska
Supreme Court - L]
Court of Appeals [ | | ~
Arizona
Supreme Court [ | | [ ]
Court of Appeals [ ] | [ ]
Arkansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
California
Supreme Court [ |
Courts of Appeal Varies? Varies? [ ]
Colorado
Supreme Court ] ]
Court of Appeals [ | |
Connecticut
Supreme Court
Appellate Court [ ] |
Delaware
Supreme Court [ ] ]
District of Columbia
Court of Appeals [ ] |
Florida
Supreme Court ] ]
District Courts of Appeal [ | |
Georgia
Supreme Court - n
Court of Appeals [ ] |
Hawaii
Supreme Court
Intermediate Court of Appeals
Idaho
Supreme Court [ | | [ ]
Court of Appeals [ ] | [ ]
lllinois
Supreme Court ] ] [ ]
Appellate Court [ | | [ ]
Indiana
Supreme Court [ | |
Court of Appeals [ ] |
Tax Court ~ ~ ~
lowa
Supreme Court ] n s
Court of Appeals n n a
Kansas
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals
Kentucky
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals [ ] | n
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Table 28. Limitations on Oral Argument in Appellate Courts

Reasoned Opinions Required in
Limitations on Oral Limitations on Oral Appellate
Arguments in Civil Cases? Arguments in Criminal Cases? Court Decisions?

Louisiana
Supreme Court ] ]
Courts of Appeal [ | |

5
5

Maine
Supreme Judicial Court [ | |

Maryland
Court of Appeals [ |
Court of Special Appeals [ |

Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court ™
Appeals Court [ |

Michigan
Supreme Court [ | | [ ]
Court of Appeals [ ] -

Minnesota
Supreme Court ] ]
Court of Appeals [ | | [ ]

Mississippi
Supreme Court
Missouri

Supreme Court
Court of Appeals ™ [ ]

Montana
Supreme Court [ ] ]

Nebraska
Supreme Court
Court of Appeals

Nevada
Supreme Court - -

New Hampshire
Supreme Court

New Jersey
Supreme Court
Appellate Division of Superior Court [ ] [ ]

New Mexico
Supreme Court ] ]
Court of Appeals [ | |

New York

Court of Appeals n n al
Appellate Divisions of Supreme Court [ ] | .10
Appellate Terms of Supreme Court

North Carolina
Supreme Court [ | |
Court of Appeals [ ] |

North Dakota

Supreme Court a’ L] ]
Court of Appeals [ |

Ohio

Supreme Court ]

Court of A